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Unit One

In the early days of the
%;: money earned from carry-
ing mail kept planes flying because paying passen-
gers were not common. Few people wanted to fly
from one city to another, but the United States gov-
ernment wanted airmail letters carried promptly.

In 1925, a new law was passed. It said that
privately owned airlines were to carry airmail. The
government agreed to pay the airlines for this ser-
vice. Carrying mail meant regular business for the
airlines. It provided income to keep them going until
there were paying passengers to fill the planes.
Soon, many new airline companies were started. By
the end of 1926, thirteen airlines were making regu-
lar flights between American cities.




Some of the planes used in 1926 had only two
seats. The pilot sat in one. The all —important mail-
bags were packed into the other seat. If a pas -
senger went along, he had to sit on top of the mail-
bags.

By 1930, there were forty —six airlines operat-
ing, and they carried 416, 505 passengers. The
largest planes in use had seats for the passengers.
Some of the planes carried a stewardess, but meals
were not served as they are today.

Most of the major airlines serving the United
States today were started between 1925 and 1930.
They were small companies then, but they grew
rapidly as air travel became more popular. Today,
these airlines carry millions of passengers and thou-
sands of tons of mail every year.







During World War I,
very few new homes were built in the

United States. Most of the skilled workmen were em-
ployed in war plants, and such materials as lumber
and paint went into the war effort.

When the war was over, thousands of families
needed new homes. Builders quickly began con-
struction of many new homes, but the work went
slowly. Carpenters measured and cut the lumber,
one board at a time, at the place where the house
was to stand. They nailed the boards in place one at
a time. When it was raining or very cold, work
stopped.

Then some builders began using new methods.
Homes were built in sections inside huge factories.
The carpenters could work in any kind of weather.
Like workmen assembling automobiles, they put to-
gether whole walls of houses. They put doors and




windows in the walls, along with heat ducts, water
pipes, and electrical wiring. Sometimes they even
painted the inside walls. They built sections of floors
and sections of roofs.

Trucks carried the parts to the places where new
houses were needed. There, the sections were fas-
tened together, like parts of a toy construction set.

Prefabricated houses could be built faster than
others. And they cost less because the manufactur-
ers could buy materials in large quantities. Now,
many companies are putting up prefabricated hous-
es. More people can buy the houses they need at
prices they can pay.
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