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Unit One

ﬂround the world , salt is used
on food. Some salt, called rock salt, is
mined. There are deep salt mines in the United
States. In Michigan, more than a million tons of salt a
year come from just one underground mine. But
many countries do not have good salt mines. They
must find other ways to get salt . They can buy salt
from other countries. But if they are near ocean wa-
ter, they can gather their own salt.

In Colombia, a country in South America, the
Guajira Indians take salt from the sea. They make
small holes along the beaches. The waves fill the
holes with salty water. The sun and wind dry out the
water. What is left is pure salt.

In Israel, saltis taken from the Dead Sea. To help




the sun dry out the water faster, a dye is put in the
water. This dye helps keep some of the salt from
sinking into the ground.
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/ Coral looks like a kind of
rock. But it is not rock. Coral is made
up of the skeletons of many small ocean animals that
have died. Most coral is white, pink, or red. Coral as
black as coral is found in the Indian Ocean. This
coral was a favorite ornament for kings.

In Italy many men make their living from coral.
Some of these men are fishermen. Others are
craftsmen who make beautiful rings and other fine
jewelry.

To get coral, fishermen pull heavy nets along the
bottom of the ocean. The best pieces of coral are




