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Classroom Assessment in Comparison

Traditional  Assess-

Performance Assess-

Dimension
ment ment

Purpose of Test | Summative: Teacher | Formative: Teacher
wants to find out| wants to find out
what the students can | what the students un-
remember about the | derstand about the
course material so | course material so
that a mark can be | that instruction can
determined. It lets | be improved. It lets
the teacher “sum up” | the teacher “form” a
what the students | better opinion of what
have learned, or to| the students have
make judgements learned, or to make

diagnoses

Focus Product of instruction | Process of instruction
Teacher-made assess- | Student-made assess-
ment ment
Memorization is im- | Critical thinking is
portant important
Single or narrow Multiple or broad
Quantity over quality | Quality over quantity
Test itself is not a | Test itself is a learn-
learning activity ing activity

Feedback Marks based on test | Marks based on task

are final

Quick results but less

complete

are not final but
evolving
Slow results but more

complete




Test Task

Involves written work

Often

written work

involves non-

Uses paper, pen or
pencil

Uses multimedia

Non-realistic tasks

Authentic tasks

Formal assessment

Informal assessment

Classroom

Management

Intrusive (interrupts

class routines)

Integrated (part of

class routines)

One chance for stu-
dents to show what
they have learned

Many chances for stu-
dents to show what

they have learned

Revision and im-

provement missing

Revision and im-

provement present

Aids during tests are

few or none

Aids during tasks are

many

Test Results

Norm (students are
measured against an-
other, larger group of
what are considered

to be normal test-

takers)

Criterion  (students
are measured against
specific things that
are considered to be
important or desirable

to learn)

Decision-making | Teachers and admin- | Students and parents
istrators decide design | assist in design of as-
of assessment sessment

Assumptions Students learn best | Students learn best

when they are held

accountable

when they are given

the chance to grow
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Summary

Teaching is not a random process; likewise, assessing what
we teach should not be left to chance. Performance-based assess-
ment can act as a lever to move schools away from the delivery-of-
facts model to a new paradigm in which students are active learn-
ers and questioning thinkers. A variety of English classroom as-
sessments promote reflection on both a teacher’s teaching perfor-
mance and a student’s learning performance as a means to develop
and improve themselves constantly (Genesee,1998:4). We need
all kinds of information such as student achievement, student

behavior, student attitudes toward school or themselves, student



goals and needs concerning the outcomes of foreign language
learning, student work habits, learning styles and strategies to
assess our students and to improve the chances of educational suc-
cess. Our students’ progress is a shared responsibility between

teachers and learners.
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