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You have an idea. How can you share it
with your friends? You tell them, using
whatever language you speak. But what if your
friends are far away? Or perhaps you want to
remember your idea later. Then, you write it
down!

Thousands of years ago, people like you
wanted to send messages and record information.
First, they drew simple pictures called
pictograms. A scribe might draw three cows to
show how much tax a man paid. But if he wanted
to show that the man still owed more, he had to
create a symbol meaning “owe.” So pictograms

developed into logograms, symbols that each

represented a word. These symbols were then

simplified to be written more quickly and easily.
To simplify the process further, people had
another idea. They took a symbol or small picture
and used it to stand for its beginning sound. Thus,
a simplified symbol for lion might represent the
sound of “L.”

Using this manner of thinking, the Semitic
people of the eastern Mediterranean invented a
writing system in which each symbol stood for
the sound of a consonant. Phoenician traders
carried this early alphabet of consonants with
them around the Mediterranean Sea. As a result,
other peoples began adapting it to their own

languages.
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Below are examples of languages that do not THEIETERERTOFEEH
use the Roman alphabet. The phrases are the  E&. JIEKJLHES X F42 “REF"
equivalent of “How are you?” in each language. HER,

Logographic Script

Chinese -
XiE (338

Logographic/Syllabic Combination FESNENES
Japanese
HiE BILEATTH»

Syllabic Scripts

Cherokee

NBEE (T ERALESEBRAN—) VI

Amharic (Ethiopia)

FIBRAHITE (REMILLIF) WIRPT
Alphabetic, written left to right .- & -- bk of 2
Greek

FEEIE : Ti xovete

Russian

g Kak BbI 110XUBaeT
Korean

REHE g 3hAl £
Burmese

AEE c$ coné: am:
Hindi (India)

ERIE (EDEE) 3T
Alphabetic, written right to left ¥: BEEEHEE
Urdu (Pakistan) e i
SRENE (BEHHE) cdb LS S ol
Arabic

R {EE > s

Farsi (Iran, Afghanistan) . a
HATE (P88, FET) ol 55k Lo Il

Hebrew {
Riaskis Totow m




picture-writing
- Egyptian hieroglyphs
bols for pictures and symbols)
AR 3400 5F E 2 4 3000 F
AR XF

ERXFRR
KREREXTF (FSREREEAFH)

Time Lin

500 B.C.
1200-1000 B.C.

Zapotec
Olmec pictographic script pictographic script
AT 1200 % £ A5 1000 5 AT 500 F
RFBEANREXF

FERRREXF

1300 B.L. - 700 B.C.
Chinese pictographic script Egyptian demotid
AN 1340 55 AT T00 5
PENRBXF BEBBXF

1700 B.C. 1200 B.C. 704 B.C.
emitic alphabet (consonants) Phoenician oman plphabet
(might have developed from (cused for pandk §ounds, later ju:
Egyptian) A T00 F
AR 1700 F AN 1200 F TOFE Ekgfkm
AEERNFE HREBNFE F| BRRRKHEF)
(%) (HF) 850B.C.
(STREFRIR R X FRBEMR) Greek alp'ha A
(consonants and vawels)
AT 850
BEFE (HEALE)
750B.C.

Etruscan alphabet
DA 750
FREETFE



Africa. The Cyrillic alphabet
traveled first with Eastern
Orthodox Christianity and then
with the political influence of the
Soviet Union. Christian
missionaries also carried the
Roman alphabet to

Today, a wide variety of writing
systems are used, ranging from the
Chinese logographic system with a
symbol for each word, to the

Q..Q.........O...O.‘l..O..O..........

W, IR B ST T P A RA ., PR B e R A
PAREHE, G R FERIBUA MR AEEE T E e #8 . BB BT R LD Draf | T iR 5,
— SRR B A SUF R M R R AR D B R, RRAAARIE SRR

Fy
e, A MBS RRSMEH., HPEBEIUERNIERER, —MISRE—1F |
600s ;
Khmer alphabet {4
AR TR 5
BiRFE
6005
gari 1446
(Sanskﬁt-lndla) alphabet Korean Hangul alphabet
?{i%ﬁ tEUJ*E’J‘* 12005 %ﬂﬁﬁ%s‘(%ﬁ
ahmi (Prakflt of India) BFE) 800s Mongolian L 16005 N
] f Japanese hiragana hPags pa script = T
B (HREKE syllabic script 13 44 gﬁl‘ E}
A.D. 100-800 b e v Y REEREXS 1400-{s20 AT
450-30D B.C. Mayan plctograpmc script BEYREEDXTF ’ Aztec pictdgraphic 1821
Square Hebrew 00 3 & 500 800s | script Cherokee sy||ablc script
i 450 % EA 475 300 5 ey 00 Cyrillic alphabet 1400 — 20 4 |
FAXAL TS %%iﬂ’i%”abl: a..ihabet 94 FEARERILRT MBERBEXS
[ ¢ EE/J\%EI
[ Wﬁ?ﬁ—?—ﬁi
D ’ | ! |
] Er s T e ik o I e 2 QLIS 0 oo npia
| 1 1 1 LI I 1 I | | | | | ] ] | ] | 1 1 1 |
400s 800
Roman alphabet  Alcuin of York standardizes |
arrives in Ireland Roman alphabet for 1808
Charlemagne English alphabet
EEEyey 800 ¥ reaches modern
B % - FIRBAEES form
| RFNEFLFE 1808 4
600s FEFBERRAN
Roman alphabet arrives in England MAER

small (Iower-case) Ietters develop

?%—?ﬁf??]%*ﬁ“
NEFHRR
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~ Ambharic syllabic system with a symbol for each syllable,
to alphabets such as ours with a symbol for each sound.
 Only a few alphabets—Spanish and Finnish, for
~ example—come close to being “perfect” alphabets, with
~ exactly one symbol for each sound. English is far from
pérfect. For example, “sh” is a combination of two
symbols representing one sound, and “0” is one symbol
for several sounds, as in “one,” “to,” “ton,” “tot,” and
“tone.” However, each writing system enables speakers
of a language to communicate their thoughts to people

in another place or time.

BRPLEMETRR, —MFERE—F
5 A BRI A AU B R
R, —IMHERENEE. RELENF
BFIRMUT “EE” XF. XELFH—
MFE RREFE—ANRE I EMIF =ik
R FIE T F . HIFEHATRE, “sh” 2
BFSHAS, AR —1E;: 1M “o” 2
—FE, AR RE: 7 “one”, “to”,
“ton”, “tone” PR EFEAMHE . BIEEXH,
B FERRBEFEFXIMETHAESAR
LW NGE: PN 55

= e wr— ey e iR

F e T

T EABLIEST WRIING SYSIE

‘ x ] riting was invented in Uruk, a Sumerian

city-state on the banks of the Euphrates
River, around 3400 B.C., but this was not the first
attempt to record information. Cylinder seals had
long been used to identify officials who witnessed
a transaction. Small tokens were used to count
objects as they changed hands. No one knows
specifically who invented writing, but the idea

caught on very quickly.
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The earliest writing in the area between the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, often referred to as
Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq and part of Iran),
used some signs that were pictures and some that
were abstract. These were drawn on clay tablets
with a reed whose end had been carved to a fine
point. Most of these early economic texts contained
only a few signs and numbers. They were probably
written in the Sumerian language.

When discussing Mesopotamia, a distinction
must be made between its language and its script.
Language refers to the vocabulary and grammar
used to communicate ideas, while script is the
collection of symbols used to represent a spoken
language in written form. So, while script and
language are often studied together, they are not
the same. The script of Mesopotamia is called
cuneiform; the languages were Sumerian and
Akkadian.

On tablets that date to about 3100 B.C., scholars
can begin to read words. In time, there were

changes in both the technique and the appearance

of writing. The reed stylus lost its point and gained

JEAS BT 01 4 2 BB T 35 [ b X
R SRR AR R BAE R BT
BRI H X, AR L B A B P 9 SO ik
RERMFES: —LREE, &FLRMRAF
5o XLEARFE R R B — i RS AR B
1, XA X T ETFHICRAE I
HREFFSMET, XEFSHT R
INREABIES .

KT RRAEKRLE, BOBIHFHLES
MXFXATF. B RE—EHRRHEA
MRNCAIEYS s TCF N R SRR
&, BOERXFRACHL, 8 RES
53CF R, XFARES AR RRA
BRI SCFFRABIE T MABRNES
HN BT RRE,

FEATTHI 3100 F R AR AR b, F&
17 FF 46 RE W6 218 _Emi R SCF . RIS SCF
TR BEHHARTRBEE XEA .
FORMPEE—IRMR JGR, FHEERN—
BAR, MERAT . BEXLFHSEAHTR

CLEEETET, MRENEREN—AEE

Wt b XA, S5EREER R T
P,




an angular tip. Signs were no longer drawn on clay, but
were made by pressing the edge of the stylus into the
clay. In this way, the distinctive wedge-shaped cuneiform
signs were created.

The cuneiform script used in Mesopotamia contains
almost 600 signs. These signs were used to represent
both words and syllables and could be used to mark
objects as belonging to a specific class.

This script has an extremely long history throughout
which the principles of writing that were present since
its invention remained constant. Well-established by the
end of the fourth millennium B.C., it remained in use
for more than 3,000 years. The last dated text is from A.
D. 75, and some scholars believe that cuneiform sources
were still read, although not produced, as late as the third
century A.D. In addition to Sumerian and Akkadian, this
writing was used for Elamite, Hittite, Hurrian, and
- Urartian.

FRABKRIENFE R BIE CFIE Y
600 MF5 . XLAF SRR LT XMAE
B, EMNEATRRARERET —1
FEERBTE B

XA CFAERAEROAE, Al
BEARKIF bR, HA3E HL AL A it
K&, BIA TR AT AN L, X7
XFELERM T RMARTE X 2,
BIEXFELERT=TRF. E9X
PR G —RAE CFIC BN X ES
TR F, —HEHFAN: RERE
XFCErmggERRET, HERAAN
FBE  AMERABIE X7 —HE A3
48, BRINEAIPT RGBS, RZE,
RiE. WA ZEM S PR W Y
X




Egyptian Hieroglyphs

BB WX T

The ancient Egyptian language was written in
a picture script, called hieroglyphs. It was in the
form of objects—animals, plants, and household
items—that the ancient Egyptians saw around them
every day. Hieroglyphs were known as early as 3100
B.C., and the last inscription dates to A.D. 394. Soon
after 394, the knowledge of how to read hieroglyphs
was lost.

In the following centuries, people tried to decipher
the script in order to understand more about ancient
Egypt. Some of the earliest scholars tried to read 'the

signs strictly according to the shape of the hieroglyf)‘h;

while others believed that the signs were entirely
symbolic. These early attempts failed because scholars
did not understand that most of the signs were used

for their phonetic (sound) values, not for what they

represented. For example, the owl ( i& ) is simply
the sign for the sound “m,” and a foot and leg ( ij )is

“b.” Words were written by combining the signs that

represent the sounds that make up each word,

SEXFOUPNEEASS, WITMUNEEES
5, INEES, huHEES, EEXFHREE
—FFNTE. ARATPHFSRTHRERTET
(KREATTHT24004F) 9B FHLAT. IEFSR
NEERHEEBEM.

-

by Emily Teeter

e R iES R EERRRE,

HEWIF, BT &Y
KT ok, KIS, MY, EF
LA e R P
P LAY . W30 AR TR 31004F 3k
WILT, —HERMEREIAT 3044, 4
TE394 L RAA, TEMA NAEREX
R, RET.

ZIRHULTAER, A5
BTy, NEESH T Wt RR R, B
L) — B P R S SO AR R
RS s TSI B AR X B
SR AARIERL, WL, KA
AT (M) ML TR,
SHBREA X R, bT BRI
HRRGEICE IR, FrOMB TR B
R S ELE & X, 2610 T
“HiSHE (owl)” G, B SRR RARE R
F m’ FRCER . WAIR Y ) MR
ML b7, M SRR R R TR




regardless of what the signs looked like. An example in English
would be to combine .o~ + ﬁ" , which we would pronounce
“I saw,” although the pictures have no relationship to the
meaning of the words.

A major step in deciphering hieroglyphs was the discovery
in 1799 of a slab of granite at Rosetta on the north coast of
Egypt. The stone was covered with three types of writing. One-

. was Greek, which could be translated. Above the Greek was

demotic, another script that was used to write the ancient
Egyptian language. Above the demotic were hieroglyphs.
Scholars did not immediately start studying the hieroglyphs
because they still thought that they were symbolic rather than
a real phonetic language.

The key was the frequently repeated name of the king.
Scholars identified the Greek royal name Ptolemaios in the
demotic text. Then, in 1816, an Englishman named Thomas
Young compared that name to a word written in hieroglyphs
within an oval called a cartouche, which we now know
surrounds royal names. He concluded that the name Ptolemaios
as written in Greek ( mToAEMAIOE ) Was the same as the
hieroglyphic writing 27@ f::@ﬂmw . However, Yoi;pg never
progressed further in the decipherment. Although he correctly
concluded that the royal name was written alphabetically, he
assumed that the other hieroglyphs were symbolic.

The man credited with the final decipherment is the French
linguist Jean-Frangois Champollion, who had access to
additional bilingual inscriptions. Again working with names,
he matched the signs in “Ptolemy” on the Rosetta Stone to the
name Amﬂ{ﬂu&ao& that he found on another
monument. He was able to read:

?+l+e+o+p+a+t/d+?+a
He guessed correctly that the second name was Cleopatra. In
1822, he presented his thesis that hieroglyphs were a
combination of phonetic signs and nonphonetic signs, and that
the script was related to Coptic. Today, Egyptologists can read
almost any hieroglyphic text. The only problem lies with
words whose meaning is no more precise than, for example,

“a variety of flower.” There may be no specifics to identify

B, AN R IEARE BRI
I SA G, NMEMFS R4
K, REREIIE—R, Bl TRE
HAEEMAT, FIOERAGIU:
R AEFE “Isaw” (“REWT”), W
AT o Pl g™ XS EE—
&, REX AT S IR I B &
NEH TR

17994, AMHER RALHE R #Y %
ERER T —YERE, LHZASR
FEF. XA ERSCFEXTRIEX
FHY R R RS TR KM R HEE
. AT LA =R, —
RAIEE, XMCFEAMIEREERE
e LR — il T, kS
BiERES . XMEA T LR
ST, KR TRREAE, &
i1 A SN FF B i 58 X B R E 3C
., FAMT AR X SR 2R
RIS, MARKRBEENFFS.

EEN GBI R T
“Ptolemaios” , i€ T iX A fis £ =
HIBF . B R I E £/
BFHA T BT SCEHIRR I K
B, 18164F, —(AMIEDHET - By
Bl NEXN B FHRIECF I —
MFSET W, FF5H—HEE
R . BAETRAT RIS B R
2 FERFEIAEX Rl R T 0 1 B, 38
1T AR, AR TIX R, AR
i “Ptolemaios” 5 i, (TTOAEMAIOE ) »
55 3cr DL SR wa e
IR, SR, B IRA T dE—2
KB, AR EERL TR
FRFE, X—HWRIEFHN ., RE
i, fhid 2 Ak H A5 EH 2
FIEH.



which one. Scholars also continue to have discussions about fine points of

grammar.
HOW HIEROGLYPHS WORK

There are more than 800 commonly used hieroglyphs and several thousand
others. Most common are the 24 glyphs that each represent one consonant
sound. For example, <—» =k and ww = n. Most signs are more complex. A

single sign may stand for two, three, four, or even five sounds together. For
example, % is ankh, and ﬂ is st. Some signs, called determinatives, have no
sound value at all, but are added to words that are spelled the same way to

XML B & (A 55 2686 indicate which word is intended. For example, the word m? (pronounced

F - ATEA81F B R K something like “henew”) can mean various things. If referring to a kind of
EXREECHRBGRE -1 .

ER.XEBERENT R jar called a henew, the word ends with a little jar m"gO . The word
EEXERKBHANE.E

TaFE—fREMHESN henew meaning “waves” is followed by water signs: [7] " "~ . Words that
X OBEBITL EELRL -

5EF. sound the same but have different meaning are called “homonyms.” In
English, as in Egyptian, most homonyms are clarified by their spelling—for

example, “pair” and “pear.”

&G, CEIBES¥XE R - HRE - Wi R X SR IE CFE
TIEWRRIMRRE, thLASS SN BRSO AV SRS, Rt R 25k
PIRXAE TR AT D EEA A LR E8E S 5SS — e LR 4
F a8\ =]\ ME—RXH, XHE, fhptheit: ?+1+e+o+p+a+t/d+?+a
T AERRHHE 55— AR R R “Cleopatra” (Fa2$EARRL) . 18224F, MiAFFHEIA T
HEMWA, Milh, IBEREXFRHESFSMIHESHSHAATRM, X TFE 5% K&
PERFARIES A X, E, BEALFREBEEE ML CFE, ARG LWL CEAH
{5 FH A BRLTRDUE AR . B Andt: “REFIE” XAMAEHF A 18 BRI, 5010 4k
ST R BB TE Y.

REXFINARE ‘

HRR RRIE SCF H 355 800 M S AR LT AN AR S, B3 24 244,
BME—AHE ., B oEK, it n, KPS LRE 2, — A HMpge
ﬂ%é—@ﬁ%ﬁ¢‘54\@¢§§£¢ﬁ%oHﬁh%ﬁ%mﬁkﬂﬁ%moﬁﬁ%ﬁ%
PRAE “BRETR”, XREFFSRAIBEETE L, HEFEREER, SHMIFEE —EMAETIEN
AN, B 7S (GEEEMT “henew”) FIAEZAFIARTG, WIRTE “henew” XA B
JREME—AFR T MRS, B TS o MAXMERENEERE T, W
R “henew” EXMHEHRER K™ WS, B [ 5 =, BAEHEN K. BXFE
KEME, AMAEARRRE LERARA “FAERYFE" . FEP A IR KE DX, Bk

ZHEDERX 5, W0 “pair ()" F1 “pear (3!)”,
B K




