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Blossoms of Girl Education in Western China

——By Fengxiong Wang

With the consistent development of human society and the
preliminary universalization of nine-year or twelve-year compulsory
education, focus of educators has now shifted to the disadvantaged
groups in our society (including colored races, ethnic minorities,
people under poverty line, women, the handicapped, etc), among
which girls are those who have attracted much attention.

“Girls are future mothers, education for one girl means
education for two generations.” Simple as this conception is, it is
very profound and soul touching. From the perspective of human
nature, it can best embody humanity and enjoyment of basic human
rights. From the perspective of education, it is fair and just. From
the perspective of efficiency, it is the most economic. From the
perspective of future sociology, it is the most beneficial to the state
and nation!

Researches and practices of girl education in China began only
more than one hundred years ago. It didn’t experience a great leap
forward until the 1980s, when China made the solemn commitment
to the whole world to basically popularize nine-year compulsory
education by the end of this century. Implementation of UNDP/
CPR/6/401 in six western provinces in China, with its theme of

“to emphasize girl education and promote nine-year compulsory
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education in poor areas”, has set examples for and promoted the
theoretic study and practices of China’s girl education and the
universalization of nine-year compulsory education in western China.

Girl education in the world faces some common problems, such
as the increase of enrollment and employment rates, promotion of
gender equality, poverty elimination, etc. However, girl education
in China has its own challenge of a prolonged and complicated
fighting against feudalism. It is well known that during China’s
history of five thousand years, there had been three mountains of
feudalism on women’s backs, namely political authority, religious
authority and husband authority. Many outrageous ideologies
spawned in such circumstances like “Female is inferior to male.”,
“Husband is privileged to work outside and wife is destined to do
house work.”, “It’s a virtue of female to be without insight.”, “It
_is far better to have a good husband than good knowledge or
achievements.”. These intangible chains bound females’ thoughts
and freedom, throttled their sparkles of ideal and creativity. The
revolution of 1911 and the following May 4th Movement came as the
first milestone of China’s female liberation, which released Chinese
females not only from foot-binding, but also from ideological
bondage, encouraged them to integrate into’ the mainstream of
society. Foundation of the People’s Republic of China was the
second milestone, which brought about a series of unprecedented
breakthroughs and legal instruments to guarantee gender equality in
China. Notwithstanding all the improvements, legislation alone can
not solve all the problems of conceptions and ideology. While the
visible social inequality (including female trafficking, arranged
marriage, child bride, forced prostitution, etc) can be eliminated
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with legal weapons, those invisible social inequality (such as gender
discrimination, different pay for different gender, etc) still prevail.
Education remains the primary choice to cure all these social
carbuncles. Only in this way, can we change the cliche traditions
and mind-set.

Not until the 1990s, was a new theory of “gender-based
education” developed from the traditional one of “aptitude-based
education”. This irrefutable theory serves as a fundamental guideline
for global girl education. Due emphasis is now given to gender
difference and curriculum is designed and applied accordingly. This
revolution enables us to re-define the role and influence of gender
difference in education and society. Girls and boys are not simply
attending different schools or P. E lessons. Educators are probing
into the impact of sub-consciousness on female psychology,
personality and development. Here is an example. Through analysis
and statistical work, educational experts have pointed out that “in
the current elementary and middle schools textbooks, there are
much fewer positive and successful female exponents that can attract
and encourage girls (such as heroines, female scientists, female
model workers, female writers, etc) than there are such male
exponents. This will exert negative influence on girl development
and will foster the sub-consciousness of ‘female inferiority’ !” They
have further advocated and textbook reform must take into
consideration those steps that can stimulate girls to build self-respect
and to be self-support. Modern girl education is to cultivate
professional females of the new times, instead of gentle and virtuous
ladies in traditional sense. This shift is significant and in the trend of
history.
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What are the phenomena of gender difference in China? Are
they physiological, psychological, ethical, or a combination of all
the three factors? It is undoubtedly a wise decision to designate
project counties of Sichuan two big agricultural counties with more
than one million people for each. In the province like Sichuan,
which accounts for almost one tenth of national population, such
counties are representative. We have done numerous fundamental
work, among which the most important and valuable are the yearly
surveys and tests on near four thousand pupils, including Early
Adolescent Physiological Development Survey, AAT, CPQ, MHT,
etc. Results of these surveys and tests were processed with
computers and we came up with a lot of valuable information and
conclusions. For example, at the beginning of the project
implementation, we collected statistics from girls of grade three to
grade five in eight project schools and made a comparison with
normal modulus. The result showed that although indices of
intelligence, persistence and sophistication basically kept in line with
normal modulus, there was stark disparity in other eleven factors.
Indices of anxiety, excitation, worry and sensibility are especially
high, while that of relaxation and confidence are especially low.
Furthermore, even within a project school, the higher the grade is,
the wider the psychological disparity between genders becomes.
From lower grades to higher grades, girls become less and less
confident and relaxed but more and more worried and anxious than
boys do. Generally speaking, girls in grade five have more problems
in acatlemic adaptability than girls in grade three do. Test results
and comparative analysis told us that among girls in poor areas, the

following psychological problems prevail: anxiety (including being
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anxious), emotion and feeling problems (including being over-
sensitive, horrified, worried, depressed, etc), self-consciousness
problems (including self-inferiority, self-condemnation, lack of
confidence, etc). At the same time, physiological development of
girls in poor areas tends to begin earlier. Therefore, elementary
school educators must strengthen physiological health education and
early adolescent sexual psychological health education of girls in
these areas. It is unquestionable that focus of our study should be on
the mental health of gitls.

During the implementation of UNDP/CPR/6/401, we
designed many well-targeted educational activities for girls in project
counties to foster their spirit of self-respect, self-confidence, self-
support and self-improvement. These activities were coupled with
labor and vocational skills training and achieved encouraging results.
Some of the successful cases are included in this book for the
reference of teachers.

The principal characteristic of project implementation in
Sichuan Province is that our theoretic study and practices of girl
education in China is guided by research subjects, focused on teacher
training, supported by teacher training schools and conducted in a
scientific way. Besides the financial and hardware support from
UNDP, we changed our educational conception. For example,
International Consultant, Professor Allen from USA gave quite, a
few lectures on microteaching and “2 + 2 educational evaluation
method” in our project schools. Consultant in China, Mr. Zhibao Li
went to project counties personally to direct the drafting of
implementation plan and to help schoolteachers do educational

research. In this way, a great number of schoolteachers in rural
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areas were trained; many primary results have been achieved in our
educational researches; a batch of schools have been promoted as
models for primary education in rural areas; and the “Synergic
Model of Girl Education” has been developed in Sichuan.

“Practices and Researches of Girl Education” fills a gap in the
pedagogical and psychological research in Sichuan. It is also a
positive contribution to girl education research in China. This book
is not only a result of UNDP/CPR/96/401, but also the reward to
the arduous work of the whole project team in Sichuan. Besides, it
signifies an auspicious beginning of educational cause in Sichuan in
the new century, and serves as a gift to the new millennium
presented by the educational circle in Sichuan.

To officials of UNDP we dedicate this volume for their affection
and attention to Chinese girls!

To our colleagues we dedicate this volume. We wish the
experiment and survey materials and information about girls in
Sichuan will enrich your thoughts and give you more inspirations!

To all those in the world who are concerned with girl education
we dedicate this volume. We are willing to share with you our
accomplishment, and work with you for a brilliant future of girl

education in the 21st century!

Chengdu, Sichuan
October, 1999
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PREFACE

Girl education in developing countries has now become a focus
of global concern. This can be taken as a proof of human civilization
development. Girl education has two major contents: First, full
enrollment for all girls at school age, which ensures availability and
consistency of primary school education. Second, improvement of
educational quality, which enables girls learn better and learn more
practical knowledge. In the past decade or more, girl education has
been very fruitful both domestically and internationally. However,
most efforts have been on the first part. Since 1996, China joint
hands with UNDP and carried out an educational cooperative project
(UNDP/CPR/96/401) in six provinces and autonomous regions in
western China, including Sichuan. Theme of this project is “to
emphasize girl education and promote nine-year compulsory
education in poor areas”. Given the overall condition of Sichuan,
project counties were designated to two of its big and representative
hilly agricultural counties in central Sichuan basin. Although they
are poor counties at provincial level, dropout of girls is not very
serious and can be solved through motivation and policy measures.
In such case, the emphasis and aims of the project in Sichuan were
on the second part of girl education. Our efforts are to improve the

quality of girl education, to implement some pioneering and



