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Oxford Storyland Readers



The Lost Cat

Hello! My name is Simon. | am nine. | am going to bea detective.
I like puzzles.

This is Butterfly House. 1 live here with my family. 1 like
Butterfly House. There are 12 flats. Our flat is number ten. It is on
the fifth floor. Can you see our flat? There is a vase of flowers in
the window. My mum likes flowers.

Yesterday evening at seven o"clock, Alice came to ouflat. Alice
lives at flat number nine. She is a nurse.

"Have you seen Smokey?" asked Alice. Smokey is Alice"s cat. She
is a small, fluffy grey cat. She likes people. She is friendly. She
likes food, too! She is a greedy cat!

"1 saw her yesterday, " 1 answered "Mum gave her some chicken. But
I haven"t seen her today."

Friendly greedy yesterday

"Oh dear!" said Alice.

"Don"t be sad,”™ I said . "1 can help you. I*m going to be a
detective!”

I opened my notebook. Detectives always have notebooks. 1 wrote
down the names of all our neighbours.

'Let’s ask all the neighbours’, 1 said.

Wrote neighbours

Puzzles

1.Draw a circle round the greedy cat.
Draw a cross beside the fluffy cat.
Draw a line under the friendly cat.
Draw a square round the tired cat.
2. Find these words in the word square,
lost
greedy
Smokey
notebook
see
ten
cat
Alice
friendly
fluffy
flat
sad



We went to flat number one. Mr Kelly came to the door. He is
an ambulance driver.

"Have you seen Smokey?*" we asked.

"No. Smokey usually comes here for breakfast at eight O0"clock. 1
always give her some meat, and sometimes 1 give her some milk, too.
But I haven"t seen her today."

We thanked Mr Kelly. I wrote everything in my notebook.

We went to flats number two, three, four, five, six, seven and eight.
We didn"t visit flat number nine or flat number ten!

We asked all our neighbours the same questions: "Do you know
Smokey?" Does she visit you?" and "Have you seen her today?*"

Everybody said: "Yes, she often comes here. I usually feed her.
But I haven"t seen her today."

Alice and I went to flat number eleven. We heard a loud noise: "Woof!
Woof!*

Mr Lemon came to the door. There was an enormous dog behind him.
"Smokey never comes here,” said Mr Lemon.

At flat number 12, Miss Garden said, "Smokey always visits me at
about one o"clock. 1 always feed her. She likes fish. But I haven™t
seen her today."

Heard enormous

Puzzles

1. Write the right words. Choose from:
never sometimes fish always meat usually

" Smokey comes here for breakfast at eight o"clock.
give her some and I give her some
too.’ "Smokey comes here."

"Smokey always visits me at about one o"clock. I always feed her.
She likes .
2_Write the letters in the right order.
Mr Kelly is an canbulame driver. ambuicince
We asked all our geshbourin the same questions.
bEvyerdoy gave the same answers.
I saw an usonrome dog behind him.

We went to Alice"s flat. It was nine o"clock iIn the evening. Alice
was worried. “"You"ve talked to everybody,® she said. “All our
neighbours know Smokey. But they haven®t seen her today. She"s lost!
What am I going to do?"



"1 haven™t talked to everybody, " | said. "I haven"t talked to you!*
I opened my notebook. "I1"m going to ask ou some uestions,” | said."
worried

What do you do every morning?® | asked.

"1 always get up at seven o"clock,” said Alice. "1 have a shower
and brush my hair. | put on my uniform. | have a cup of coffee. Then
I feed Smokey. 1 give her a bowl of water, too.-"

"What does Smokey eat?" 1 asked.

"1 usually give her cat food. Her favourite is Happy Cat. Then
I put on my coat and go to work by bus."
Brush put on a bowl

I wrote in my notebook. Then I asked, *What did you do this
morning?"
"1 got up late this morning,” said Alice. "It was ten past seven.
I had a shower and brushed my hair very quickly I spilt coffee on my
uniform. I took off the dirty uniform and ut on a clean uniform."
Spilt took off

Puzzles

What does Alice do every day? Put the sentences in the right order.
a) | put on my uniform.

b) 1 have a cup of coffee.

c) I have a shower and brush my hair.

d) Then | put on my coat and go to work by bus.

e) | always get up at seven O"clock.

T ) Then 1 feed Smokey. | give her a bowl of water, too.

"Then what did you do?" | asked.
"1 opened the cupboard, " said Alice. "I took out a tin of cat food.
I put some cat food in a bowl and gave it to Smokey. Then I put my dirty
uniform in the laundry basket. I put on my coat, and | went to work. "
I had an idea. "Let"s look in your cupboard,® I said. "Then let"s
look in your laundry basket.*®
Took out a tin laundry an idea

We found Alice"s dirty uniform in the cupboard. Then we looked in
the laundry basket and we found Smokey! She was asleep. Her bowl was
beside her. It was empty.

Smokey woke up. She jumped out of the laundry basket. She went to
the cupboard. "Miaow!®" she said.

"Simon, you"re a very good detective!” said Alice. She gave me a
packet of sweets. Then she gave Smokey some Happy Cat!



Found woke up

Cats

Cats are good pets. They are clean and quiet. They can live in towns
or in the country.

Cats like milk, and they need water, too. They cannot eat
vegetables or bread. They need meat or fish. Some people buy packets
or tins of cat food for their pets.

Some cats are very beautiful. This is a Persian cat. His hair is
very long and fluffy.

Cats can catch rats, mice or birds. The cat usually eats them.

A cat lived in a shop in Scotland. Her name was Towser. Towser
caught mice every night. She did not eat them." She gave them to her
family. Every morning, her family counted the mice. They wrote the
numbers in a notebook. Towser cau t 23,000 mice!

The oldest cat in the world is 34 years old! She does not catch
mice now. She sits on a cushion and looks out of the window.

Puzzles
1.This cat is hungry. What can he eat?
Draw a circle round the right answers.
a tin of cat food vegetables
fish bread meat
2.Look at the notebook.
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
3 mice 7 mice 10 mice 5 mice
1rat 1 bird 3 rats 1 bird
Friday Saturday Sunday
8 mice 6 mice 4 mice
2 rats 1 rat 1 bird
a) How many mice did Towser catch this week?
b) How many birds did she catch on Thursday?
c) How man rats c id she catch this week?

Lions, tigers and leopards are cats, too. They are big cats. They
are very strong. They have very sharp claws and big, sharp teeth.
Big cats hunt animals and eat them. They chase the animals. They
catch them with their sharp claws and bite them with their sharp teeth.
Claws hunt bite

Lions live in Africa. They usually hunt in the day. These lions
have caught a zebra.



Tigers live in India and China. They are the biggest cats. Tigers
usually hunt at night. They sleep in the day. Leopards can climb trees.
This leopard is hiding in a tree. Can you see him?

Africa India China

Look at a cat in the dark. Can you see the cat"s eyes? They shine
in the dark. Look at a road in the dark. Can you see the lights? They
are called "cats" eyes® Percy Shaw made them in 1934. He said,

"l was inmy car. It was very dark. There was a cat beside the road.
The cat”"s eyes shone. | had an idea.” Now "cats® eyes® help drivers
in the dark.

The dark shone

Puzzles
Write the right words. Choose from:
China leopards hunt Shaw lions tigers
1. Big cats hunt animals and eat them.
2. usually hunt in the day.
3. Tigers live in India and
4. are the biggest cats.
5. can climb trees.
6. Percy made "fcats" eyes® in 1934.

Questions
Page 1 a) What is Simon going to be?
b) Simon®s flat is on the floor.
Page 2 a) Alice is a teacher / an ambulance driver/ a nurse.
b) Is Smokey fluffy?
c) Does Smokey like food?
Page 3 a) Detectives always have cars/ hats/ notebooks.
b) Who lives at flat number two?
Page 5 a) Is Mr Kelly a nurse?
b) Mr Kelly always gives Smokey
Page 6 a) Why didn"t Simon and Alice visit flat number nine or flat
number ten? Who lives there?
b) Everybody said, "Yes, she comes here. 1 feed her."
Page 7 a) There was an enormous rabbit/ horse/ dog behind Mr Lemon.
b) Smokey always visits Mr Lemon/ Miss Garden/ Mr Kelly
at about one o"clock.
Page 9 a) What time was it?
b) Was Alice happy?
Page 10 a) What time does Alice get up?
b) Alice puts on her cat/ cup of coffee/ uniform.

Page 11 a) Alice got up early / late / quickly this morning.



b) Alice put on/ took off the dirty uniform and put on/
took off a clean uniform.
Page 13 True or false?
a) Alice said, "1 opened the door."
b) Simon said, "Let"s look in your bag."
Page 14 a) Where did they find Alice"s dirty unifor
b) Where did they find Smokey?
Page 15 a) Can cats live in the country?
b) Do cats like milk?
c) Can cats eat vegetables?
Page 16 a) Where did Towser live?
b) Did Towser eat the mice?
Page 17 a) The fattest/ smallest/ oldest cat in the world is 34
years old!
b) Does she catch mice now?
Page 19 True or false?
a) Lions, tigers and leopards are big cats.
b) They have small, sharp teeth.
Page 20 a) Lions usually sleep/ work/ hunt in the day.
b) Tigers usually hunt every Monday/
at night/ in the day.
Page 21 a) Percy Shaw made "cats® eyes®™ in 1912 1934/1995.
b) There was a cat on / under / beside the road.

Page 4

lost
greedy
Smokey
notebook
see

ten

cat
Alice
friendly
grey
fluffy
flat



sad

Page 8

"Smokey usually comes here for breakfast at eight o"clock. 1
always give her some meat, and sometimes | give her some milk, too.*"

"Smokey never comes here."

"Smokey always visits me at about one o"clock. 1 always feed

her.
She likes fish."
2.
ambulance neighbour Everybody enormous
Page 12

Page 18
1.
2.
a) 43.
b) One.
c) Seven.
Page 22
1. Big cats hunt animals and eat them.
2. Lions usually hunt in the day.
3. Tigers live in India and China.
4. Tigers are the biggest cats.
5. Leopards can climb trees.
6. Percy Shaw made "cats” eyes®™ in 1934.

Pages 23-24

Page 1 a) A detective.

b) Simon’s flat is on the fifth floor.
Page 2 a) Alice is a nurse.

b) Yes.

c) Yes.
Page 3 a) Detectives always have notebooks.



Page
Page

feed her.
Page

Page
Page
Page
uniform.
Page
Page

Page

Page
Page
Page
Page

Page

Hell
centimetr
is eleven

Our

b) Mr and Mrs Page.
5 a) No, he i1s an ambulance driver.
b) Mr Kelly always gives Smokey some meat.
6 a) Alice and Simon.
b) Everybody said, "Yes, she often comes here. 1 usually
7 a) There was an enormous dog behind Mr Lemon.
b) Smokey always visitsMiss Garden at about one o*"clock.
9 a) Nine o"clock.
b) No, she was worried.
10 a) At seven o"clock.
b) Alice puts on her uniform.
11 a) Alice got up late this morning.
b) Alice took off the dirty uniform and put on a clean

13 a) False.
b) False.
14 a) In the cupboard.
b) In the laundry basket.
15 a) Yes.
b) Yes.
c) No.
16 a) In Scotland.
b) No.
17 a) The oldest cat in the world is 34 years old!
b) No.
19 a) True.
b) False.
20 a) Lions usually hunt in the day.
b) Tigers usually hunt at night.
21 a) Percy Shaw made "cats® eyes®™ in 1934.
b) There was a cat beside the road.

The Biggest Dad

o. I am Linda. I am nine years old. 1 am one metre 30
es tall. This is my sister, Sandy. She is older than me. She
. Sandy is taller than me, too.

brother, Michael, is the oldest. He is 13. Michael is the

tallest, too. He is one metre 75 centimetres tall. Our Mum®s name is

Sally. Sh
Michael.

e Is taller than Sandy and me. But she is not as tall as



Dad"s name is David. He is very big and strong. He is one metre
92 centimetres tall. He has long, strong arms and big shoulders. He
is the biggest person in our family, and 1 am the smallest.

This 1s Tom. He came to our school in September. He is the shortest
boy in our class. Usually Tom and I are friends. But sometimes we argue!

argue

On Friday, Tom came to our house. We played with Tom"s toy cars.
I picked up a yellow car." Can | play with this one?" I asked."

No, you can"t, " said Tom. "That"s my best car." He took the yellow
car and put i1t in his bag.

I was very angry. "You always play with my toys!" 1 shouted.

Picked up took

Puzzles

Draw a circle round the tallest girl.
Draw a square round the shortest boy.
Draw a line under the oldest girl.
Write a cross beside the naughtiest boy

I opened my toy cupboard. | took out my red car.

‘My car®s better than your car,” | said.’ It"s bigger and faster
than your car. My Dad bought the car. My Dad®s big and clever.*

‘My Dad®"s bigger than your Dad!* said Tom.

‘That"s not true!” | shouted.

faster

We had a fight. Mum heard the noise. She came into
the room.

‘Stop fighting!" she shouted.

‘Tom was naughty!*® 1 said.

‘No, I wasn"t. Linda was naughty," said Tom.
‘You"re both naughty!" said Mum. "Say "sorry"."
‘Sorry, Tom," 1 said.

‘Sorry, Linda," said Tom.

‘Now, come and eat your dinner,” said Mum.

heard

We had a nice dinner.

‘My Mum®s a good cook,” 1 said. "It was my birthday on the first
of February, and Mum made a super cake."

‘My birthday"s on the second of December,® said Tom. | looked at
the calendar. "Tomorrow"s the second of December!® 1 said.



Puzzles

Who said these things?

a) ‘My car"s b) ‘My Dad"s c) ‘Stop
better than bigger than fighting!"
your car." your Dad!"

d) ‘Tom was naughty!"

e) ‘Now, come and eat your dinner.’

) ‘My Mum®s a good cook.’

g) "My birthday"s on the second of December.’

‘Yes, tomorrow™s my birthday!" said Tom. "Come to my birthday
party! We"re going to play games. Mum®s going to make a birthday cake.
It"s going to have ten candles. My friends are going to sing “Happy
Birthday” and 1*m going to blow out the candles."

‘Is your Dad going to be at the party?® | asked.

‘Yes, " said Tom.

Blow out

On Saturday | went to Tom™s birthday party. Lots of my friends were
there. We played games. We had a race. It was an egg and spoon race.
Tony won the race. He was the fastest. My egg fell off my spoon, and
my friends laughed.

Tom"s Dad was not there. "Tom"s short. His Dad"s short, too," |
thought.

A race an egg and spoon race fell off thought

We had tea at five o"clock. We put on paper hats. We ate sandwiches,
chicken, sausages, crisps and cakes.

There was a big birthday cake. It had ten candles. Tom"s Mum lit
the candles, and we sang ""Happy Birthday®. Then Tom blew out the candles,
and his Mum cut the cake.

Put on lit blew out

Look at the picture. Write the right answers. Choose from:

On the table. Tom and Linda. On the television.

The cat. Under the chair.

a) Where are the sausages?

b) Where are the sandwiches?

c) Who is eating the chicken?

d) Where are the candles?

e) Who 1s fighting?

‘Where®"s your Dad?" I asked Tom.

‘He"s at the hospital,® said Tom. "He"s a doctor. He"s always very
busy. But he"s going to come home at six 0"clock. You"re going to see



him. You"re going to say, “He"s enormous!”

I laughed. Tom was the smallest boy at the party. ‘My Dad’s bigger
than your Dad’, 1 said.

A hospital enormous

My Dad came to the party. Tony"s Dad came, too. My Dad was bigger
than Tony"s Dad.

"My Dad®s the biggest!™ | said.

Then at six o"clock the door opened, and an enormous man came in.
He was as tall as a tree. He picked Tom up, and said,

"Hello, son!®

It was Tom"s Dad.

"He"s enormous!” I said. "He"s a giant!® Tom laughed.

"My Dad®s the biggest!" he said.

Puzzles
Put the sentences in the right order.
a) "He"s enormous!” 1 said.
b) "Where®"s your Dad?" 1 asked Tom.
c) My Dad was bigger than Tony"s Dad.
d) It was Tom"s Dad.
e) Then at six o"clock the door opened, and an enormous man came
in.
) "You"re going to say, "He"s enormous!™" said Tom.

Giants

Robert Pershing Wadlow lived in the United States. He was two
metres 72 centimetres tall. He died in 1940. He was 22 years old.

The tallest woman in the world lived in China. Her name was Zeng
Jinlian. She was two metres 47 centimetres tall. She died in 1982. She
was 18 years old.

The United States died

This was the biggest dinosaur in the world. It was 30 metres long
and 16 metres 50 centimetres tall. Don"t be afraid - this dinosaur died
150 million years ago!

This i1s a blue whale. It is the biggest animal in the world now.
Some blue whales are 33 metres long.

A blue whale

The biggest tree in the world iIs a giant redwood tree in the United
States. It is called General Sherman. It is 83 metres 30 centimetres
tall. It is between two and three thousand years old. Its trunk is very



big.

The tallest tree in the world is also in the United States. It
is called Harry Cole. It is 113 metres tall. Its trunk is thinner than
General Sherman®s trunk.

A giant redwood tree a trunk

Do you like hamburgers? In 1985 a cook in South Africa made the
biggest hamburger in the world. It was 7 metres 10 centimetres wide.
Fifteen thousand people ate the hamburger.

The tallest birthday cake in the world was 23 metres 68 centimetres
tall. Mrs Milasari made it in 1989.

South Africa Britain

One of the tallest office buildings in the world is the Sears Tower
in Chicago, in the United States. It is 475 metres 60 centimetres high.
It has 16 thousand windows. Every day 16,700 people go to work inside
it!

An office building Chicago

The longest car in the world is 21 metres 93 centimetres long.
It has 18 wheels. It has a swimming pool and a bar. It has a television,
telephones and seats for 20 people.

The longest boat in the world is called the Norway. It is 315
metres 66 centimetres long. You can play football on the deck of the
Norway!

A bar a deck
Puzzles
Find these words iIn the word square.
million blue whale cake Chicago deck
dinosaur tall big tower wheel
Questions
Page 41 a) Is Linda as tall as Sandy?
b) Is Sally as tall as Michael?
c) Is Michael older than Sandy?
Page 42 a) Dad is very big and fat / strong / old.
b) Tom is the shortest / fattest / tallest boy in our class.
Page 43 True or false?
a) Linda picked up a blue car.
b) Tom said, "No, you can"t."
Page 45 a) Who said "My car®s better than your car/?
b) Who said "My Dad"s bigger than your Dad®?
Page 46 a) Who had a fight?
b) Who came into the room?
Page 47 a) When is Linda"s birthday?



b) When is Tom"s birthday?
Page 49 a) Who is going to make a birthday cake?
b) How many candles is it going to have?
Page50 a) Who won the egg and spoon race?
b) Whose egg fell off her spoon?
c) Who was not there?
Page 51 a) We ate / put on / blew out paper hats.
b) Tom ate / put on / blew out the candles.
Page 53 a) Tom"s Dad is a teacher / fireman / doctor.
b) Tom was the smallest boy at the party / school /
supermarket.
Page 54 a) Was Tony"s Dad bigger than Linda"s Dad?
b) Whose Dad was the biggest?
Page 55 a) Where did Robert Pershing Wadlow live?
b) Was Zeng Jinlian as tall as Robert Pershing Wadlow?
Page 56 a) How tall was the dinosaur?
b) What i1s the biggest animal in the world now?
Page57 a) Is General Sherman®s trunk thinner than Harry Cole®s
trunk?
b) Is Harry Cole taller than General Sherman?
Page 59 a) How many people ate the hamburger?
b) How tall was the tallest birthday cake in the world?
Page 60 a) Where is Chicago?
b) How many people work in the Sears Tower?
Page 61 a) The longestboat /car /train in the world is 21 metres
93 centimetres long.
b) The Norway is a very Long boat / car / train .

Page 44

Page 48

a) "My car"s b) "My Dad"s C) "Stop
better than bigger than fighting!"
your car." your Dad!"

d) * Tom was naughty!

e) ‘Now, come and eat your dinner.’

) ‘My Mum®s a good cook.’



