Long long ago there lived an old

carpenter. His name was Mastro Antonio.
But everyone called him Mastro Cherry.
That was because his nose was just like a
ripe cherry. One day, the old man found a
piece of wood in his shop. He decided to
use it to make the leg of a table. Before he
began to cut the wood, he heard a little
voice: “Please be careful! Do not hit me so
hard!” He was frightened by the voice. He

looked inside the room but saw no one.
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He struck a blow upon the piece of

wood. The little voice cried: “Oh, oh! You
hurt me!” Mastro Cherry was scared half
to death. But still there was no one in the
room. So he sang a song to gain courage
and began to work again. This time the
same tiny voice spoke: “Stop it! Oh, stop it!
Ha, ha, ha! You tickle my stomach.” This
time the poor old man fell to the ground

and lost his sense.
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Mastro Cherry came around to himself.

A little old man came in. His name was
Geppetto. But some boys called him
Polendina. That was because his wig was
just the color of yellow corn. Geppetto came
to ask for a piece of wood. He wanted to
make a wooden Marionette. The Mari-
onette would dance, fence, and turn
somersaults. Mastro Cherry gave the piece

of wood to Geppetto.
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Geppetto reached home. He began to

cut and shape the wood into a Marionette.
He decided to call the Marionette Pinocchio.

He made the eyes and the eyes moved.
He made the nose and it began to stretch.
It stretched and stretched till it became very
long. He made the mouth and it began to
laugh. Pinocchio took away Geppetto’s wig

and put it on his own head. He was a

naughty boy!
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The Marionette was finished at |ast.

Geppetto put him on the floor to teach him
towalk. Finally Pinocchio learned to walk.
He flew away into the street. Geppetto ran
after him. A Carabineer caught Pinocchio.
Pinocchio lay on the ground. He refused to
go home with poor Geppetto. People
around thought Geppetto was sure to beat
Pinocchio at home. So the Carabineer set
Pinocchio free and dragged Geppetto to

prison.
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Pinocchio reached home and found a

Talking Cricket. The Cricket had lived in

the house for more than one hundred years.
The Talking Cricket told Pinocchio atruth:
Boys should not disobey their parents and
run away from home. Wicked boys would
be unhappy in theworld. Boys should study
at school. Or they would grow into a per-
fect donkey. Pinocchio was angry. He hit
the Cricket on its head. The poor Cricket
was dead!
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Pinocchio felt hungry. He looked

around the house to find something to eat.
At last he found an egg. He broke the
eggshdll. A littleydlow Chick escaped from
the egg. He thanked Pinocchio and flew
away. Pinocchio was very angry. He be-
gan to cry. He missed his father now. He
became more and more hungry. Finally he
had to go out to the nearby village to beg

for some food.
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It was dark outside. It was raining,

thundering, and blowing wind. Pinocchio
was frightened.

But he was very hungry and needed
some food right now. Pinocchio ran to a
house and begged for some bread.
Unfortunately, he got nothing but ashower
of ice-cold water. He returned home as wet
asarag. He was tired out. He fell asleep
with hisfeet on afoot warmer. Hiswooden

feet burned to ashes while he slept.
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The next morning, Geppetto knocked

at the door. Pinocchio could not open the
door without his feet. Geppetto climbed
up the side of the house and went in through
the window. At first he was angry. He
thought Pinocchio was lying. When he saw
it, he felt very sad and sorrowful for
Pinocchio’s burned feet. Pinocchio told his
father what happened to him. Geppetto felt
sorry for him and gave his own breakfast

— three pears to Pinocchio.
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