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The great Italian scientist Galileo once made a
discovery by his pulse rate. Galileo lived three
hundred years ago before men had watches for
measuring time . In the sixteenth century there
were very few clocks in the world and no wat-

ches . One day when Galileo was a young man of

eighteen, he was in the great church of the city of
Pisa where he lived . He was watching the motion
of alight . He saw that as the light moved forward and back on its chain, it
seemed to take the same time between turns, however far it went . He wanted to
make sure whether he was right . He put his pulse rate, he measured the motion

of the light as it went forward and back on its chain .
He was right . He had the proof . He could prove that the time was the

same, however short or long thejourney of the light through the air was . Gali-
leo had made a great discovery about the motion of a pendulum . Among other
things this discovery made possible a better instrument for measuring time —
the pendulum clock .

O -

1. pulse n. , 3. motion n. ( ) ,

2. raten. M (R y ) 4. proof n. ;
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5. pendulum n. ( ) |

( ) 1 The passage is concerned with the discovery of

A. the pulserate

B. the motion of light

C. the motion of a pendulum clock

D. the instrument for measuring time
( ) 2 Galileolived at the time when

A. men could not measure time

B. pendulum clocks were not well made
C. churches measured time with lights
D. measuring time accurately was not possible

( ) 3 Thelight which caught Gdileo s attention was
A. hanging high above his head
B. on a wall a good way from him
C. hanging from the roof of his house
D. moving towards a chan
( ) 4 Watching the motion of the light, Galileo put his fingers on his

wrist in order to

A. measure his pulse rate
B. prove his findings about the pendulum
C. take the time of motion of the light
D. see whether he was nervous or not
( ) 5 According to the passage, the time that the motion of the light took

was

A. no more than that of the pulse rate

B. the same between turns

C. more accurate than that of a clock

D. just as much as that of one s pulse rate




Albert found school very difficult .
His teacher would tap her stick against the
blackboard impatiently while she waited
for him to answer the questions . Never-
theess, Albert always had to think about

—

many things before he could answer .
When his teacher wasn t asking Albert a question, Albert would think of aques-
tion to ask her . Moreover, often when he did, she would get red in the face and
angry at Albert for thinking up questions she couldnt answer . The more Albert
learned, the more he found to think about . The more he thought about, the
more questions he thought of to ask . He knew that the earth, other planets, the
moon and the sun are just a part of what we cal theuniverse . He knew that the
universe is dso made up of all the stars we can see with our eyes and millions
more that we can see with the largest telescopes and still more — we think —
that are so far away that they can t be seen at all . And he also knew that all
these stars and our own bodies and everything else are made up of atoms so tiny
that they cant be seen with the best microscope .

H e thought there must be some rules to explain why everything in the uni-
verse, big and little, acts as it does. Why dont the stars moving around in the
sky bump into each other ?What makes the tiny atoms — he had some of the an-
swers . In addition, people started to ask him questions because he had answers
for many things that scientists have been trying to settle for many years .

1. impatiently adv . 4. microscope n.

2. universen. X ; 5. bump v.
3. telescope n.
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() 1 What did Albert think of the school ?

A. He thought he could learn much knowledge there .

B. He thought the teacher was kind to him .

C. He thought he had met some trouble there .

D. He thought that it was the best one of all the schools .

() 2 Theteacher got angry with Albert because

A. he couldnt answer her questions well
B. shefaled to ask him questions
C. heanswered her questions with bad manners
D. he thought out questions that she couldnt answer
() 3 Which of the following can tell us the main idea of the passage ?
A. The man who discovered atoms .
B. Everybody should think more .
C. A scientist of great achievement — Einsten .
D. Albert s teacher at middle school .
() 4 Which of the following statements is NOT true ?
A. Young Albert always thought about many things .
B. The more Albert learned, the less questions he thought of to ask .
C. People used to ask Albert many questions .
D. Everything is made up of atoms .

It was about two o clock in the morning when | was woken suddenly by a
loud banging noise . Itwassucha__1 night that | just __2 up andlistened .
Since | heard nothing more, | __3 _ the sound must have comefrom far away . |
had just lain down to sleep again __4 _ there came another loud bang . This time




( )

| jumped out of bed _ 5

| put on my dressing — gown and tip — toed __6 _ the stairs . | found the
sittingroom door open and could not remember if | had __ 7 it like that . |
quickly turned on the lights but could see nothing __8 .| fet rather ashamed
and __9 climbing the stairs. But suddenly | heard the same noise again . It
came from above __ 10 .| dashed upstarsand __11 all the bedrooms one af-
ter another, but nothing could have made such a sound . | went up to one of the
__ 12 and looked down on the garden below . It was __13  snowing heavily
and a thick white blanket had covered everything. The bare tree branches
_ 14 out like white arms against the sky . There was certainly no __15  that

anyone had been walking in the __16 , for it would have been __17  to see

foot-prints . Feding cold, | went back to my room, sat on my bedand __18 to
seeif the noise would come again .1t __19 come from directly above me . Only

then did I __20 : the water in the pipes was beginning to freeze and the pipes
were protesting loudly .

1. blanket n. , , ; ) ,

2. protest vt.

f
2
A 4. A

() 1 A. noisy B. dSleepless C. cold D. still

() 2 A. sat B. woke C. got D. ran

() 3 A. feared B. thought C. expected D. learned
() 4 A until B. though C. before D. when
() 5 A. immediately B. suddenly C. finally D. shortly
() 6 A up B. down C. behind D. through
() 7 A. closed B. dlowed C. let D. left

() 8 A. different B. unusual C. else D. lost

() 9 A. began B. stopped C. regretted D. considered
() 10 A. slowly B. <oftly C. quickly D. dearly
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() 11 A. inspected B. entered C. searched D. studied
( ) 12 A. doors B. windows C. rooms D. stars
() 13 A. even B. dready C. still D. also
() 14 A. spread B. hung C. grew D. way
() 15 A. fact B. reason C. sign D. way
() 16 A. garden B. distance C. house D. street
() 17 A. necessary B. impossible C. easy D. street
( ) 18 A. wanted B. wished C. hoped D. waited
( ) 19 A. did B. had C. was D. would
() 20 A. think B. understand C. remember D. hear

Atomic energy is a great discovery of the present century, and many people
have played a part in its development . Albert Einstein told the world about its
basic idea in his famous Theory of Rdativity in 1905. As he and other scientists
began to discover more about the atom, they learned that great amount of ener-
gy oould be released by splitting an atom . However, it was also necessary that
this energy be controlled . If it were not, it would be very dangerous .

Now atomic energy is used to move ships, and it may also prove useful for
spaceships . In fact, this new source of power has so many uses that it is almost
impossible to imagine all the great changes it will bring into our lives .

Some scientists say the world needn t be afraid of a possible shortage of
cod, oil, natural gas or other sources of fuel for the future. They say that if
these were used up, there would be enough of this type of energy to last forev-
er.

1. atomic adj . ; ;




Maoicus |

( )
2. release vt . , : , 4. source n. ,
; ( ) 5. shortage n. ( ), ;

3. split vt. (split; splitting) ; () :

() 1 From the passage we know atomic energy was discovered in the nine-
teenth century .

() 2 Many people have devoted themselves to the development of atomic en-
ergy .

() 3 After reading the passage we know Albert Einstein was famous for his
Theory of Relativity .

( ) 4 Atomicenergy would do harm to people if it were not controlled .
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Passage 2
1. C , Albert

2. D Albert ,
, Albert

1. C “ Galile had made a great discovery about the motion of a pendu-
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11.
12.

13.

14.
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B “ The more Albert learned ... to ask” Al-
bert ” B “ the less questions”
Passage 3

C , ;
: C
A :H S't up” 13 , ”
B think : “ ,
D until before " ; though
13 ” ; When 14 , ”
A immediately “ , ” ,
B “ | fdt rather ashamed and began climbing the stairs”
D Imve 13 ” ’H ”
B unusual “ ",
A , ;
D come from “ ", it came from above”
( )” “ | dashed upstairs’ :
C search “ ”
B , ; '
C still :
A bare “ , bare tree spread




15.
16.
17.

18.
19.

20.

C sign . "

A

C be easy to do sth . “ " be easy to see “

D ;

A do (does, did) ,

B understand “ , ” : Only + +

Only then did | know | was
wrong . , Only in this way can we learn
English wdll . ,
Passage 4

F 1 )
T , “ ... many people have played in..”

T , 13 ”
T , “ Howerer, it was also necessary that ... very dan-

gerous’ ,




Early in the 18th century,
Captain Cook, a famous explorer
of the Great Britain, unexpectedly
caught sight of an unusual animal
during his first visit to Australia .
The animal had a large head like -

mouse and jumped along on its large legs . To his great surprise, the unusua

anima carried its young in a special pocket on its stomach . Captain Cook point-
ed to the animal which was eating grass in the distance and asked his native
guide what kind of animd it was . The guide seemed not to know what he was
pointing at and without thinking any more, finaly said Kangaroo” .Some time
later, he met with the animals again, so he called them* Kangaroo” . But he
was not understood by the native . Before long he got to discover that the native
guide who made the answer to his question really meant,” | don t know w hat
you are pointing at ” Funny enough, the name¢ Kangaroo”, is still in use today
from then on .

1. unexpectedly adv . , 3. originn. , , , ,

2. catch sight of 4. refer to , , ,




Unit2 Captain Cook

() 1 Which of the following sentences best expresses the man idea ?
A. Captain Cook s guide made a joke.
B. Native Australians could not speak English in Cook s time .
C. Some words have rather funny origins .
D. Captain Cook was a lover of wild animds .

() 2 When the native guide sad® Kangaroo’, he really meant"
A. Ah, it is aspecial kind of animd .
B. | wonder what you have said .
C. What do you mean by pointing at that animal ?
D. | have no idea of what you are referring to .

( ) 3 Wecan infer from this passage

A. we should learn many different languages

B. Captain Cook made a mistake in understanding
C. Captan Cook was a foolish explorer

D. the importance of a language in common

Darwin was not a bright boy . He was much slower
than his younger sister, and he was in many ways a
naughty boy . However, at the age of eight he was trying
to make out the names of all plants he saw, and he was
busy collecting all sorts of things . And he even imagined
producing coloured roses by watering them with certain
coloured liquids . Once he read the book Wonders of the




( )

World, he wished to work wonders himself some day .

One summer vacation Darwin became a great collector of beetles . At that
time he only collected them but made no scientific study of them . One day on
tearing off the bark he saw some unusual beetles, and seized one in each hand,
then he saw a third and new kind, which he could not bear to lose, so that he
put the one that he held in his right hand into his mouth . But it sent out some
gas, which burned his tongue . He was forced to spit it out . It was lost, so was
the third one . Darwin accepted the offer by the navy to go on a voyage to ex-
plore the Southern Sea in the name of the government on a warship at the age of
twenty-two . He was on board for five years . And during the long voyage he
collected a great many of factsin Natural Science .

1. beetlen. 4. bear vt. X
2. scientific adj . ( ) 5. navy n.
3. bark n. 6. voyage n.

f
2
A 4. A

in producing coloured roses .

() 1Inhisearly years, Darwin was

A. successful B. interested
C. hdped D. not interested

() 2 towork wonders” means

A. to work with surprising results
B. to have a wonderful job
C. to make something difficult to understand
D. to produce beautiful things
() 3 Darwin put one beetle into his mouth in order to_____
A. taste the gas it sent out
B. eat it as he was hungry
C. save the life of the beetle
D. spare his right hand to catch the third one
() 4 According to the passage, which statement of the following is true ?

A. Wonders of the world was his famous work .




B. When he was young he showed interest in natura science .

C. He was forced to explore the Southern Sea by the government .

D. He ran much slower than his younger sister .

-

Ella Fant was a middle-aged lady who lived with her only son John in a

small house. She _1  John very much .In her __2 he couldnt do anything

3 . Every morning she would give him breakfast __4 _ bed and bring him

the papersto__5 . Itisntreally true that he was too_6 _ toworkin fact he

had tried afew __7 . First of all he was a window-cleaner and in his first week

he managed to __8  at least six windows . Then he __9  a bus conductor and

on his second __10 _ a passenger stole his bag with dl the fares collected . He

11 lost his job as a postman __12

he sent off all the letters when he

should have taken them to people s houses . It seemed that there was _ 13

suitable work for him .So he _14 _ to join thearmy . Mrs . Fant was so __15
about this that she told the __16 _ to dl her neighbours® My Johnis good to

be asoldier,” shesad: Heisgoing to
can tell you I’
Then the great day came __18 he

be the best soldier there__17  was, |

was to march past the palace in the pa-

rade . His _19 mother travelled to the city early in the morning to be sure of

getting agood _ 20 _in the crowd .

The parade was full of sound and colour . But when John and his __ 21

came in sight some of the people watching _ 22  laughing at the one who
couldn t keep pace with the other as they marched along .

But Ella Fant, who was filled with
“ Look at __24 ! They re all out of
best I
O -
1. faren.
2. parade n.1) 2)

23 , shouted at the top of her voice:

25 except my John! Isnt he the

3. burst out X :




