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Last year Stephen Hawking, the disabled author of A Brief History of
Time, was making his second journey to Chinain Hangzhou of Zhejiang Prov-
ince . His first visit was about 10 years ago . The great theoretica scientist was
invited to a research institute opening ceremony at Zhgiang Univerisity . On
Sunday morning, he made his debut at a press conference held at Shangri-La
Hotel, Hangzhou . Hawking appeared at about 5 00 p. m . with his wife . The
50-year-old man answered a total of nine questions with the help of his comput-
er.

“ Expertsin theoretical science _re dispersed round the world, but we need
communication . | am very glad that the world s first-class conference is being
held in China this time,” he said * | find the rea universe much more interest-
ing than the one in the film Star Wars,” Hawking joked * | encouraged young
people to study theoretical physics first if they are interested in it ”

Stephen Hawking has worked on the basic laws of the universe . According
to Roger Penrsone s theory, a famous American scientist, he implied space and
time would have a beginning in the Big Bang and an end in black holes, which
was the most important development for the Einsteins Theory of Rdativity in
the first half of the 20th century .

One consequence of the theory would be that black holes would not be com-
pletdy black, but give off radiation and eventualy evaporate and disappear . An-
other consequence is that the universe has no edge in imaginary time. This



would imply that the way the universe began was completely by the law of sci-
ence .

But the talented man who has produced such rich work suffers serious
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. He is one of the 35 000 suffers in the world .
The disease kills over 100, 000 people every year .

“ 1 like life and | love life, my family and music give me the greatest happi-

ness,” smiled Hawking, who can only move three fingers .
In the coming year, Hawking said that he intended to write a new edition of
A Brief History of Time for young children .
“ A Brief History of Timeis my first book for common people . But | later
found it in a more simple way,” heanswered © So | decided to rewriteit so that

al peoplecan read it easily ”

1. eremony n. ; 6 .evaporate v . ;

2 . theoreticd adj . 7 .imaginary adj . ; ;
3 .debut n.

4 . a press conference 8 . Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis
5. consequence n . o , (ALS)




( ) 21ltisobviousthat Hawking

A .comes to Chinafor the first time

B . has never been to China

C . has been to China before

D . hopes to come to visit China one day
( ) 2 What do the underlined words* are dispersed” in the second para-

graph mean ?

A . live together

B . live far away from

C . know each other better

D . have connection with each other

( ) 3 What isthe main idea of the fourth paragraph ?
A . To explain what the black holes were .
B . To tell the universe has no edge .
C . To tdl us Hawking s theory about space and time.
D . To imply that the theory is very complicated .

( ) 4 From the passage we know the nature of Hawking s being

A .determined and humorous
B . learned and humorous

C . learned and shy

D .disabled

( ) 5Itcaninferred that Hawking

A .greatly improves Einstein s Theory of Rdativity
B . knows a little about Einstein s theory

C .has A Brief History of Time published recently
D

. loves nothing but his study on universe



-----

American magician David Blaine left the glass box in which he has lived for
44 days without food on October 19 . Hundreds of people came to watch the end
of his starvation experiment, which has become one of London s main tourist at-
tractions .

Looking thinner and darker, 30-year-old Blaine was taken out of his box o-
ver the River Thames and immediately sent to hospital . He was then slowly re-
introduced to food, a process which doctors say could be life threatening . He
had been drinking only water since September 5 .

A native of Brooklyn, New York, Blaine first became known as a street
magician in the early 1990s . He soon found himsdf doing magic tricks in bars
for the likes of American actor Leonardo DiCaprio and his super modd friends .

Over the last ten years Blaine has become famous with a combining of
breathtaking magic and clever tricks amed at getting a lot of attention .

In 1999, he was buried in a coffin for one week and, in 2000, he spent 62
hoursin a giant block of ice . Last year he stood on top of a 25-meter pillar in the
center of New York for 35 hours before jumping into a pile of boxes .

“ 1 think a lot of people are unable to accept that they re able to do what
they can do ” Hesaid, They dont realize we can survive . The human beng is
an amazing creation

But he seemed to have suffered from spending so long in the glass box . He
said that at times he was unable to see, had serious back pains and lost his sense
of taste.

1. agician n. 5 . breathtaking adj . ,
2 . starvation n . 6 .coffin n.

3. rentroduce v . 7 .survive v . :

4 . liken.




() 121ltis for David Blaine to eat food after such along starvation .
A . pleasant B . delicious C . dangerous D . impor-
tant

( ) 2 Having spent such along timein the glass box, he suffered the follow-

ing EXCEPT that
A . he had become blind B . he had serious back pains

C . helost his sense of taste D . he was in weak health
() 3 Which of the following can best describe David Blaine ?

A . Serious . B . Adventurous. C.Mad. D .Crazy .
() 4 Which of the following is NOT true of David Blaine ?

A . lane was immediately sent to hospital because of his dangerous

condition .

B .Blane was born and brought up in England .

C . In Blaine s opinion, people can create a wonder .

D .Blane didn t have any food for 44 days .

Today many people are starving to death . Recently, a man who wanted to
understand the conditions of such people 1 an experiment . He only ate
2 _aday for amonth but continued to work as he normally did .

During the first five days he was _3 _ at his regular mealtime, but after

he had drunk a glass of water, his hunger __4 _ . In the morning, when he ate
hisone meal, heate _5 andhada__6__ amount . During the next few days,

he was not hungry during the day, but when he _ 7 afood stal, the _8 of

food caught his _9 . During the third and the fourth weeks, he had hunger

pains and __10  physical strength . He __11  his one meal and ate it slowly,



enjoying every bite . Without it, he knew he would have hardly enough __12
to work .

This _13 changed his attitude about some things. Having a cup of tea

was not __14 a pastime. It also gave him strength . He more _15 _ noticed
overweight people and people who __16 _ leftover food . He __17  theimpor-
tanceof __18 for thevery hungry persons . He could no longer easily _ 19 a
hungry beggar on the street . But most __20  he could now sympathize in a

similar way with the hungry people of the world .

1. tarve to death 4 .|eftover adj .
2 . regular adj . ; n. ,
3.stdl n. , 5 . sympathize vi .

( ) 1 A .tookalong B.carriedout C.puton D . brought in
() 2 A .somewater B.somecakes C.one med D . two meals
( ) 3 A .hungry B . angry C . happy D . excited

( ) 4 A .cameabout B.broke out C . set off D . went away
() 5 A .slowly B . quickly C . devotedly D . carefully
() 6 A .smdl B . ordinary C .large D . common

( ) 7 A .noticed B . watched C . recognized D . glanced
() 8 A .taste B . smell C . thought D . shape

() 9 A .interest B . eyes C .imagination D . attention

( ) 10 A .lacked B . needed C . reduced D . kept

() 11 A .took partin B. got downto C. pulled throughD . looked for-
ward to

( ) 12 A .power B . spirit C .energy D . feding
() 13 A .performance B .experiment C .movement D . action
() 14 A .just B . still C .yet D . exactly



( ) 15 A .generdly B .fortunately C.carefully

() 16 A .took out B . picked out C . threw away

( ) 17 A .admitted B . realized C . remembered

( ) 18 A .food B . money C .energy

() 19 A .worry about B .take careof C . pass by

to

() 20 A .seriously B . luckily C . necessary
__,-,E)‘assa..g‘y_

b

The first thing you listen when you pick up the
phone is’ Hello” . Thomas Edison is believing to be
the first person to us¢ Hdlo” at the late 1800s
soon before the invention of telephone . At first
people greeted each other in the phoné€ Are you
there? They were not sure the new thing could
really carry voices . Edison was a man of few
words . He wasted not time . The first time he picked
up the phone, he didnt ask for if anyone was
there . He was sure someone was there and smply say Héd-

lo
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. frequently

. brought back
. valued

. strength

. pay attention

. important




Passage 1
1. C making his second journey to China  His first
visit was about 10 years ago . , Hawking ,
10 , A “ ” ;
B * " ; D “
" : C
2. B Experts in theoretical science _re dispersed round the

world, but we need communication .

disperse

3. C , Hawking
“ (black holes)” “ " ,
; A B
, D
C
4. B | find the real universe ..
Hawking joked, (Hawking

. in the film Star Wars,

( Star Wars)




5. A which was the most important development for the

Einstein s Theory of Relativity in the first half of the 20th century

; ; A ;
B : ) ;
he intended to write a new edition,
; C ;D ° :
” my family and music give me the greatest happiness
Passage 2
1. C ) David Blaine )
44 glass box , He
was then slowly reintroduced to food, a process which doctors say could
be life threatening . ( ), danger-
ous
2. A at times he was unable to see ,
: A ; B
C , ... had serious
back pains and lost his sense of taste;
: D
3. B buried in a coffin for one week ( ), spent 62
hours in a giant block of ice ( 62 )

stood on top of a 25-meter pillar in the center of New York for 35 hours

( 25 35 )
B Aduenturous

4. B a native of Brooklyn, New Y ork , Blaine
k) k) B ;
Passage 3
1. B , , carry out
an experiment, do make take dong .

, put on . ; i , bring in



2. C he ate his one meal , ,
ate one meal
3. A , :
4. D go away “ X ”
about “ " break out “ " set off
5. B :
6. C :
7. A : " :
) watch “
, recognize “ " , glance *
8.
9. D catch one s attention “ "
10 . A ,
11 . D ,
12 . C energy : , ", power
” , Spl r It “ ” , f%ll ng “ ” ,
13. B ‘
14 . A just only, * ”
15 . D frequently ¢ i )
16 . C 1
throw away “ ”
17 . B , ,
13 ” rm]m]ber “ ” , Vdue [

come

notice

admit



18. A
19- C )

20 . D most important .

Passage 4

1. isten hear listen ,

you hear
2 . elieving beieved be believed to
3.t in “ B
4 . efore after ,
5.n on “ ” on the phone
6 . sure if whether were sure
7.
8. ot no no

for ask for ¢ "

, for
10 . ay said and :

say

was
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Sometime in the next century, the familiar early morning newspaper on the
front porch will disappear . And instead of reading your newspapers, it will read
to you . You Il get up and turn on the computer newspaper just like switching on
the TV . An electric voice will tell you the latest stories, which are guided by a
program . You Il even get to choose the kind of voice you want to hear . If you
want more information on the brief story, a ssimple touch makes the entire text
appear . Saveit in your own personal computer file if you like . These are among
the predictions from communication experts working on the newspapers of the
future . At the same time, computer newspapers would unite printing and
broadcast reporting, offering news and analysis of new events .

Most of the technology is available now, but the next step is to persuade
more people not to read a printing newspaper . But resistance to computer news-
papers may be stronger from within journalism. Since it is such a cultural
change, it may be that the present generation of journalists and publishers will
have to disappear before the next generation realizes that the newspaper industry
is no longer a newspaper industry . New technology is making the end of tradi-
tional newspaper unavoidable .

Because of the technological advances, it has taken decades to take the
place of newsprint with computer screens . It might take 30 to 40 years to com-

plete the change because people need to buy computers and because newspapers



( )

have established firm financial interests in the paper industry .

1.porchn. ; 5 .available adj . ;
2 . entire adj . 6 . resistance n.
3.filen. ; 7 . unavoidable adj .

4 . prediction n.
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