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The Devil’s Inn 1

devil inn servant
unpleasant till colonel
repair path dangerous
death safely

This is a story about the Devil’s Inn. It stands in a
place far away from other houses of the village. There
are some mountains near the village. The inn was built
by a stranger. No one knew where he had come from
and people living near gave him the name Black Coll.
They called the house the Devil’s Inn. No one had en-
tered the house. Only two people lived there Black
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Coll and an old servant. They were both unpleasant
people.

During the first year that they lived there there
were a lot of talks about them in the village. Some
said Black Coll’s family once owned the land round
about!. They thought he had come to try and get his
land back. Others said he had done something very
wrong and thought he might have run away from an-
other country. Some even said he was a devil and did
not smile or make friends with anyone till the day he
died. But no one really knew anything about the two
men and when two years had passed the people in
the village began to forget that they were there.

Many years passed. One day news came that
Colonel Johnson was coming to visit the place.
Colonel Johnson was the new owner of the land. From
the mountain near his home Black Coll could look
down and see an old house. It had been empty for
many years but now workmen were repairing the
walls and windows. He watched them for several
months but never went down to see the house when
they had finished it.

It was autumn when Colonel Johnson his daugh-
ter and many friends came to the house. Now the
house was full of life. Now Black Coll stopped watch-
ing the house from the mountain top. He kept away
from the house? and from the people living there.

One evening the weather became very bad. In
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half an hour the mountain was covered in thick
clouds. The rain was heavy and the wind was very
very strong. The mountain path was dangerous. Black
Coll was far from his home but he knew the moun-
tain path very well. He was not afraid of the storm

rain or thick clouds. But while he was walking along

he heard a cry. He quickly followed the sound. He
found a man on the mountain path lost and in danger
of death at every step.?

“ Follow me " said Black Coll to this man. He
helped the man and in an hour he had brought him
safely down the mountain to the house. He had
watched this house for so many months.



1. once owned the land round about

round about He lives somewhere round
about.

2. He kept away from the house keep away
from Keep children away from the
river. He keeps away from that
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woman.
He found a man on the mountain path lost and in danger
of death at every step
lost in danger of...
man in danger of at

every step



The Devil’s Inn 2

silence lose game
card enemy join

rose guest strength
hurt unhappiness broken

I am Colonel Johnson ” said the man. He looked

at Black Coll’s face under the windows of the house.
“ Thank you so much. You have saved my life. Please
tell me quickly who you are and what your name is.”
“ Colonel Johnson " said Black Coll after a
strange silence “ your father made my father lose all
his money and lands at a game of cards.' Both are
dead now but you and I live and I have told myself
that I will kill you.”



The Colonel laughed at Black Coll’s unhappy
face.
“ And you began to keep your word tonight by?
saving my life ” he said. Come I am a soldier and I
know how to meet an enemy. But I would rather meet
a friend. I shall not be happy until you have had a din-
ner with us. It is my daughter’s birthday please come
in and join us.”

Black Coll looked down at the ground.

“ I have told you who I am " he said “ and I will
not come into your house.”

At that time a door opened near them and a girl
came out. She was quite tall and dressed in white. Her
face was as white as her dress. There were red roses in
her hair. Black Coll had never seen anything so beau-
tiful.

She was Colonel’s daughter Evleen. Evleen went

up to her father.” Thank God you are safe " she said.

“ The others have been home for an hour.”

“ My dear this man has saved my life " said the
Colonel.” Try to make him come in and be our guest.
He wants to return to the mountain in such bad weath-
er.”

“ Please come in sir " said Evleen.” If you had
not found my father this happy birthday would be a
sad day.” She held out her hand to the tall man. He
took it and held it. His strength hurt her. Was this

Black Coll mad



Black Coll followed the girl into a little room. A
lamp was burning in the room. Now they could all see
clearly. Evleen looked at the stranger’s dark face and
she didn’t like it at all.

So Black Coll was at Evleen’s birthday party.
Here he was under a roof that should have been his
own®. After waiting for so many years here he stood
before the man he wanted to kill. This man’s family
had brought so much unhappiness to his family. His
mother died of a broken heart* his father had killed
himself his brothers and sisters had all gone away.
He stood all because of this lovely girl so beautiful in
white dress and red roses.






. your father made my father lose all his money and lands at

a game of cards
make *“ " ¢

They make me work long hours.

game of cards

. to keep your word tonight by ...

Keep one’s word I shall keep my word — 1

won’t say anything. —

by ...

. under a roof that should have been his own

that roof*

. His mother died of a broken heart

die of His uncle died

of cancer. broken heart
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The Devil’s Inn 3

notice view plan
surprise cover kiss
trouble sight evil
power witch ugly
pot string magic

Evleen moved among her guests and Black Coll’s
eyes followed her all the time. She tried not to notice
him. She didn’t like the way he looked at her but her
father asked her to be kind to the man. When she
stopped for a moment by an open window he went
over too. He still kept his eyes on the girl.! Through
the window there was a view over the sea. The full
moon was high in the sky.
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