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Lincoln’s Autobiography1

林肯自传

I was born on February 12 , 1809, in Hardin County ,

Kentucky . M y parents were both born in V i rginia , of undis-

t inguished fami l ies second fami l ies, perhaps I should

say . M y mother , who died in my tenth year , was from a

fami l y named Hanks, some of whom now reside in Adams

County , and others in Macon County , I l l inois . M y paternal

grandfather , Abraham Lincoln , emigrated , about 1781 or

1782 , f rom Vi rginia to Kentucky , where he was ki l led by

the Indians a year or t wo later , not in a batt le, but when he

was labor ing to open a farm in the forest .

M y father , at the death of his father , was six years old

and he grew up l i teral l y w i thout educat ion .2 He moved from

Kentucky to Indiana when I was seven . We reached our new

home about the time the state came into the Union .3 I t was a

wi l d region , w i th many bears and other w i ld animals sti l l in

the woods . I grew up there . There were some so-cal led

schools, but no other qual i fi cat ion was ever requi red of a

teacher beyond“ reading , wr it ing , and adding ."4 I f a

stranger supposed to understand Lat in happened to reside for

a t ime in the neighborhood , he was looked on as a wizard .

There was absolutel y nothing to exci te amb it ion for educa-



t ion .5 Of course , when I came of age , I d id not know much .

St i l l , somehow , I could read , wr i te , and add , but that was

al l . The l i t tle advance I have now made upon this sto re of

educat ion, I have picked up under the pressure of

necessi ty .6

I was raised to farm work , which I cont inued unt i l I

was twenty- two . At t wenty-one , I came to I l l inois . I re-

mained in New Salem, I l l inois for a year as a clerk in a

store . Then the Black Hawk War7 came ; I was elected a

captain of volunteers, a success which gave me more pleas-

ure than any I have had since . I went into the campaign ,

ran for the legislature the same year (1832) . And was de-

feated the only t ime I have ever been rejected by the

people . In the next and the three succeed ing b iennial elec-

t ions I was elected to the legislature . I was not a candidate

af terward . Dur ing that legislat i ve per iod , I studied law ,

and moved to Spr ingf ield to pract ice it . In 1846 I was elec-

ted to the lower house of Congress8 . I was not a candidate

fo r re-elect ion .From 1849 to 1854 I p ract iced law more as-

si duously than ever before . I was losing interest in pol it ics

when the repeal of the Missour i Compromise9 aroused me a-

gain . What I have done since then is pret ty wel l known .

I f any personal descr ipt ion of me is thought desi rable ,

i t may be said that I am near l y si x feet , four inches in

height ; lean in f lesh , weighing one hundred and eighty

pounds on the average; I have a dark comp lex ion , w ith



coarse black hai r and gray eyes . I have no other marks or

b rands .

(491 words)

New Words and Phrases :

1 . autobiography [���t��baI��r�fI ] n .  自传

2 . undistinguished[��nd Is�t I��w I�t ] ad j . 不著名的;平凡的

3 . reside [ rI�zaI d] v . 居住

4 . paternal [ p��t��nl ] a dj . 父亲的

5 . emigrate [�emI�reI t ] v . 移居

6 . labor [�leIb�] n . 劳动

7 . so-called [�s���k��ld] a dj . 所谓的

8 . neighborhood [�neI b��h�d ] n . 附近 ; 街坊

9 . wizard [�wIz�d] n . 奇才

10 . come of age 到达法定年龄

11 . volunteer [�v l�n�t I�] n . 志愿者

12 . legislature [�led�IsleI t��] n . 立法机关; (美

国 ) 议会

13 . reject [ rI�d�ekt ] v . 拒绝 ; 否决

14 . succeed [ s�k�si�d ] v . 继⋯⋯之后;接

着

15 . biennial [ baI�enI�l ] a dj . 两年一次的

16 . candidate [�k�7nd IdI t ] n . 候选人

17 . assiduously [��sI dj��slI ] a dv . 刻苦地; 勤奋地

18 . lean in flesh 很瘦

19 . complexion [ k�m�plek�n ] n . 肤色
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20 . coarse [ k��s] a dj . 粗糙的

Notes :

1 . Lincoln’s Autobiography  林肯的自传   Abraham

Lincoln( 1809—1865 ) 亚布拉罕·林肯 , 美国第 16 任

总统。本文是林肯 1858 年竞选伊利诺斯州参议员时写

的一份自传。

2 . ⋯literally without education . ⋯⋯确实没受过教育。

3 . ⋯the state came into the Union . ⋯⋯印第安那州加入

联邦。Union即 United States of America。

4 . ⋯no other qualificat ion was ever required of a teacher

beyond“ reading , writing , and adding ." ⋯⋯除了能

“读、写和算”之外对教师没有任何其他资格要求。

5 . There was absolutely nothing to excite ambit ion for ed-

ucation . 确实没有任何东西可以激发对教育的渴求。

6 . The little advance I have now made upon this store of

education , I have picked up under the pressure of

necessity . 我在知识方面取得的这点进步 , 是适于需要

而得到的。

7 . Black Hawk War  布莱克·霍克战争 , 发生在 1830 年

的一场白人与印第安人之间的战争。布莱克·霍克

(1767—1838) 为一印第安人首领。

8 . the lower house of Congress  国会的众议院

9 . the Missouri Compromise  密苏里妥协案  1820 年美

国国会通过的一项法案的附文。它禁止北纬 36度 30 分

以北的州拥有奴隶 , 但把密苏里州排除在外。



Exerci ses :

Ⅰ . A ns w er t he f o l lo w in g q ues t i o ns :

1 . When and where w as Linco ln b orn ?

2 . What d id Lincoln do as a young man ?

3 . Ho w w as Indiana when L incoln’s fami l y reached there ?

4 . What was the onl y t ime Linco ln w as re jected by

peop le ?

5 . Can you g ive the persona l descr i pt i on of Linco ln ?

Ⅱ . De c i de w h i ch o f t h e f ol l o w i ng is t h e b es t

ans w er :

1 . When h is mother d ied , Linco ln was    year ( s )

o ld .

A . one        B . si x

C . ten D . twenty

2 . Linco ln w as named af ter    .

A . h is father B . h is father’s father

C . his mother’s father D . h is father’s mother

3 . Linco ln grew up in    .

A . Kentucky B . V i rgin ia

C . I l l i nois D . Ind iana

4 . Lincoln w as elected to the leg islature    

t ime ( s) .

A . one B . tw o

C . three D . four

5 . Linco ln w as e lec ted to the lo wer house of Congress in

   .



A . 1846 B . 1832

C . 1849 D . 1854

Ⅲ . Pu t t he se n t en ces i n t he co rr ec t o rde r ac c ord-

i ng t o w ha t i s sai d i n t h e t e x t :

1 . Linco ln’s fami l y moved from Kentucky to Ind iana .

2 . Ab raham Linco ln was elected to the low er house of

Congress .

3 . Abraham Linco ln was born .

4 . The Black Hawk War burst out .

5 . Abraham Linco ln went to I l l ino is .



British Pubs

英国酒吧

O wing to the uncertainty of the weather , outdoor cafes

are not a feature of Engl ish l i fe . Thei r place is partl y f i l led

by what a re col loquial l y known as“pubs" , publ ic houses .

Here you can get any form of alcohol ic dr ink, f rom beer to

whisky , or sof t d r inks1 . Many pubs also run some kind of

snack bar that prov ides cold food such as sausages, ham,

salad , rol ls and butter and sometimes hot pies or toasted

sandw iches .2

Tradi tional pubs are divi ded into t wo parts a pub-

l ic bar and a saloon bar . In the f i rst there is of ten a dart

board3 , and groups of fr iends wi l l gather in the pub fo r a

friendly match . The loser may have to pay for a round .4 In

the saloon bar your d rinks cost a l it t le more , but the atmos-

phere is quieter and there are perhaps fewer people . In

many pubs there is also a restaurant , and the food here is of

good qual i ty . In fact , in order to taste good , t radi tional

Engl ish food , you’d better v isit a reputable pub . Many busi-

ness men habi tual l y have lunch in a pub near thei r of fi ce . In

the country , the pub is of ten part of an inn where you can

put up fo r the night .5

The Engl ishman’s favour ite dr ink is beer . I t has a varie-
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ty of sorts .“Bit ter"6 is p robably the most popular .“Stout"

is a heavy dark beer , very popula r in Ireland . Engl ish beer

is dif ferent f rom Cont inental beer ; the lat ter should be

served ver y cold whi le Engl ish beer is at i ts best when i t is

only cool . Continental-type beer has become very popular

in England in recent years and its sales are beginning to r i-

val those of the more tradi t ional beers . W ine is also in-

creasingly drunk, both in pubs and in the home .

The times of opening of pubs are regulated by law . U-

sual l y a pub is open from hal f past eleven to three o’c lock

and from hal f past fi ve to half past ten or eleven o’clock .

Bet t ing is forbi dden in pubs and chi ld ren are not al lowed on

l i censed premises7 . In the ol d days, when people drank too

much and pubs were of ten noisy , the law against chi ldren

enter ing pubs was a wise one .8 Today , however , increasing

numbers of pubs are opening thei r gardens to customers so

that chi ld ren can play safely whi le thei r parents have a

quiet dr ink .

The average Engl ish pub is not only a respectable ,

f riendly p lace that p rovi des good drink , good food and a

pleasant social atmosphere . Far too of ten the foreigner has

read accounts of sord id nineteenth-century dr ink ing places,

often visi ted by people whose desi re was to dr ink as much as

they could afford and as quickly as possible .

Another widespread idea is that people do not si t down

in Engl ish pubs . But they of ten do . This misconcept ion prob-



ably ar ises from the or igin of the word“ bar " , which re-

ferred to the metal rod ( bar) along the lower edge of the

counter . The customer could rest his foot on it whi le stand-

ing up to have his drink . Engl ish pubs do not resemble the

“saloons" shown in the more fanc iful W i ld West fi lms !9

(518 words)

New Words and Phrases :

1 . pub     [ p�b ]    n .  小酒店 ; 酒吧

2 . owing to 因为

3 . cafe [�k�7feI ] n . 咖啡馆 ; 咖吧

4 . feature [�fi�t��] n . 独特的事或物

5 . colloquially [ k��l��kw I�lI] a dv .口语地

6 . alcoholic [��7lk��h lI k] a dj .含酒精的

7 . whisky [�w Is kI ] n . 威士忌酒

8 . snack [ sn�7k ] n . 小吃; 快餐

9 . saloon [ s��lu�n ] n . 沙龙

10 . atmosphere [��7tm�sfI�] n . 气氛; 环境

11 . reputable [�repjut�bl] a dj .声誉好的

12 . habitually [ h��b I t���lI ] a dv .惯常地; 已成规则

地

13 . Ireland [�aI�l�nd] n . 爱尔兰

14 . Continental [�k ntI�nentl ] a dj .欧洲大陆的

15 . rival [�raIv�l] v . 比得上

16 . regulate [�re�j�leI t ] v . 控制

17 . sordid [�s��d Id] a dj .邪恶的 ; 不体面的



18 . widespread [�wa Idspred] a dj .流传广的; 普遍的

19 . misconcept ion [�m Is k�n�sep�n]  n .  错误的概念

Notes :

1 . soft drink  软饮料 , 即不含酒精的饮料

2 . ⋯provides cold food such as sausages, ham , salad ,

rolls and butter and sometimes hot pies or toasted

sandwiches . ⋯⋯提供香肠、火腿、色拉、卷饼和黄油

等冷食 , 有时也有热的馅饼或烤三明治。

3 . dart board  投镖游戏板

4 . The loser may have to pay for a round . 输者要给大家

买一轮酒。 (除非事先讲好 , 英国人在外餐饮时各付各

的账。)

5 . In the country , the pub is often part of an inn where you

can put up for the night . 在乡下 , 酒吧常常是旅馆的一

部分 , 游客可以在此过夜。

6 .“Bitter" 和下文的“Stout" 都是啤酒的种类。“Bitter"

指苦啤酒 ,“Stout" 指烈性黑啤酒。

7 . licensed premises  有执照 (允许开业的 ) 酒吧 premi-

ses 原意是房屋 (及基地等 ) , 这里指 pubs (酒吧 )。

8 . ⋯ the law against children entering pubs was a wise

one . ⋯⋯禁止儿童进入酒吧的法律是明智的。

9 . English pubs do not resemble the“saloons" shown in

the more fanciful Wild West films ! 英国酒吧并不像更

具幻想色彩的 (美国 ) 西部片中所展示的沙龙酒吧那

样。



Exerci ses :

Ⅰ . A ns w er t he f o l lo w in g q ues t i o ns :

1 . Why aren’t outdoor cafes popular in Eng l ish l i fe ?

2 . What is the fu l l name of“pubs" ?

3 . What can you get in pubs ?

4 . When are pubs open ?

5 . What is forb idden in Br i t ish pubs ?

Ⅱ . Ch oo se ap pro pr ia t e w o rds o r phrase s f ro m t he

t ex t t o com pl e t e t h e f ol l o w i ng sen t e nc es :

1 . Many Br i t ish pubs run some kind of    that pro -

vides co ld food or hot food .

2 . Tr ad it ional pubs can be d i vi ded into a    and a

   .

3 .    is the most popu lar beer i n Br i ta i n . But   

beer has become very popu lar i n recent years .

4 . Tod ay , when parents are hav ing a dr i nk in pubs, chi l-

dren can stay in    .

5 . In the n ineteenth century , a lot of Br i t ish pubs were

   .

Ⅲ . D ec i de w h e t h er t he f ol l o w i ng s t a t em en t s are

t rue or f al s e :

1 . Br i t ish pubs are d iv ided into tw o par ts a pub l ic

bar and a sa loon bar .

2 . In order to taste good t rad i t i ona l Eng l ish food , you’d

bet ter visi t a pub .

3 . Eng l ish beer is d i fferent f rom Cont i nenta l beer .



4 . The t imes of open ing of pubs are regu lated b y thei r

ow ners .

5 . Bett i ng is forb idden in pubs .



Transport Systems in London

伦敦的交通系统

T oday , London has one of the wor ld’s most extensive

transport systems . But , because i t was the f i rst ci ty to bui ld

a rai l way net work, much of the infrastructure the trains

and buses, the tracks and tunnels is now hopelessly out-

of-date , and needs urgent modernisation .

London’s future success depends very much on transport .

The ci ty l ies at the heart of Bri ta in’s road and rai l networks

and problems in London can rap idl y af fect other areas of the

country . On an average morning , overg round trains br ing

passengers to stat ions on the outsk i r ts of the c ity , and they

then cont inue thei r journeys by underground , bus or tax i .1

Over a mi l l ion people travel into central London every

day from outside the ci ty . They , and the peop le who l ive in

London, want a publ i c t ransport system that is frequent ,

safe, rel iable, affo rdable and env i ronmental l y f r iendly .

W hat they often get , however , fa l ls far short of that ideal .

Commuters comp lain about delays, unrel iabi l i ty , cost

and pol lut ion , whi le businesses wor ry about the problems

thei r staff have get ting to work on time . Companies also

face high costs for del i ver ing goods and serv ices in a ci ty

where congestion means that cars today travel at the same
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