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The Clever Servant

Long time ago, there was a rich old man who loved
wine and good food over everything else. And he had
a servant who loved drinking and eating as much as
his master did. Each time the rich old man went out,
he helped himself to the bottles of wine and all the
nice food. Of course, the rich man knew who did it
and was displeased. But he could do nothing about
It because he had never caught his servant drinking
his wine and eating his food.

One day the old man was invited to dinner at the
home of one of his friends. He did not know what to
do with the wine, meat and chicken he had just bought.
Certainly he could not leave them to the servant.
In the end he had an idea. He called up the servant
and said to him: “ I’ 1l be away for the whole
evening, and I’ Il leave you to look after house.
In the cupboard there are two bottles filled with
poison. Be careful about 1t. You' 11 be killed if
you take even a drop of it, there is also some meat
and chicken i1n the cupboard. Take care of them.”
With these words the rich man left home.

As soon as the master turned his back, the
servant opened the cupboard and began to enjoy all
the nice things in it. He emptied two bottles and



ate up the meat, the chicken and everything else
found in the cupboard. He was satisfied and soon
fell asleep.

At midnight the rich old man returned home. He
looked into the cupboard and, to his great surprised,
all his wine and food were gone. He was mad with
anger and called the servant up.

“ Oh, Master,” the servant began before the
old man could open his mouth. “ While you were away,
the neighbor’ s lack cat stole into our kitchen and
ate up everything in the cupboard. I knew you would
be very angry with me. I was so afraid that I drank
the two bottles of poison to kill myself.” There
were even tears in the servant’ s eyes. “ Oh,
Master,” he continued, “ Please don’ t get angry
with a dying man. I’ Il soon be dead.”

The rich old man, of course, did not believe a
word of his story. But again, he could do nothing
about it.






The Composition Class

The students in the composition class were
assigned the task of writing an essay on “ the most
beautiful thing | ever saw.” The student who, of
all the members of the class, seemed the least
sensitive to beauty, handed in his paper first with
astonishing speed. It was short and to the point.
He had written: “ The most beautiful thing I ever
saw was too beautiful for words.”

Understanding

Our daughter was filling us in on her date the
night before. They had driven to a neighboring city
for dinner and a show. When her father asked her



where the restaurant was located, she said, “ You
know, 1 really can’ t tell you. | was enjoying the
ride, the company and the scenery, and all of a
sudden we were there.”

“ | understand perfectly,” her father said.
“ That’ s exactly how your mother and | arrived at

middle age!”

Two Pounds Plums

Mother: I sent my little boy for two pounds of
plums and you gave him a pound and a half.

Shopkeeper: My scales are all right, madam.
Have you weighed your little boy?



A Thank-you Letter

“ Are you writing a thank-you letter to Grandpa
like 1 told you?”

“ Yes, Mum.”

“ Your handwriting seems very large.”

“ Well, Grandpa’ s deaf, so I’ m writing very
loud.”



Wedding

Mrs. Jones and her little daughter Karen were
outside the church watching all the coming and
goings of a wedding. After the photographs had been
taken, everyone had driven off to the reception and
all the excitement was over. Karen said to her
mother, “ Why did the bride change her mind,
Mummy?”

“ What do you mean, change her mind? ” asked Mrs.
Jones.

“ Well,” said the moppet, “ She went into the
church with one man and came out with another! ”



I Taught the Teacher

Mother asked her little boy, “ Darling, what
did the teacher teach you today?”

“ Nothing, Mum,” answered the son proudly,
“ iInstead, she asked me how much one plus two was,
and 1 told her three.”

Who Is the Laziest?

Father: Well, Tom, I asked to your teacher today,
and now | want to ask you a question. Who is the
laziest person in your class?

Tom: 1 don’ t know, father.

Father: Oh, yes, you do! Think! When other boys
and girls are doing and writing, who sits in the
class and only watches how other people work?



Tom: Our teacher, father.

The Father and His Son

Father: You know, Tom, when Lincoln was your age,
he was a very good pupil. In fact, he was the best
pupil in his class.

Tom: Yes, Father. I know that. But when he was
your age, he was President of the United States.



