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1. Pigeons and People

Pigeons! like large city parks where people will
feed them peanuts® popcorn® and bread. Crowd-
ed street corners where people wait for buses and
trains are favorite spots with pigeons too. Pi-
geons seem to like the smoke and noise of busy
places. They are not at all afraid of people. In
some ways* they are even like people.

Many people think that pairs of pigeons stay
together as long as they live. The pigeon father
helps the pigeon mother take care of the babies.

And pigeons feed their babies pigeon milk. So you



see the pigeon family is like the human family in all
these ways.
Young pigeons are called squabs®. They are

very good to eat. Some people raise them for food.

Notes
1. pigeon n. 2. peanut n.
3. popcorn mn. 4. in some ways

5. squab =n.

Testing Yourself

1. What are young pigeons called

2. From the story you can tell that
a. pigeons build nests in quiet places
b. pigeons can be eaten for food
c. pigeons are always alone
3. The story as a whole is about
a. what pigeons eat
b. squabs
c. what pigeons are like
d. people who raise pigeons
4. Pigeons feed their babies a milk-like juice.
a. Yes b. No c. Does not say
7.



5. Pigeons eat insects.
a. Yes b. No c. Does not say

6. Which word in the passage means the same as
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2. Around and Around
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The ostrich! is the largest bird in the world.
From far away it looks more like a camel® than a
bird. It has a long neck long legs and a walk like
a camel. Its eyes are very large and sharp®. Like
the camel the ostrich can go for a long time with-
out water. It lives in sandy deserts too.

Its wings are too short for flying but they do
help the ostrich to run fast. The wind gets under
the wings and lifts the bird off the ground. This
way it can take very long steps. An ostrich can

run faster than a horse.



Ostriches are big and strong but sometimes
they do not seem very smart. When they are
afraid they run around in circles®.

Ostrich eggs are large. The shells are very
strong. They are so strong that they can be used

for cups and bowls’.

Notes

1. ostrich =n. 2. camel .
3. sharp adj. 4. circle n.
5. bowl =n.

Testing Yourself

1. What does the ostrich look like from far away

2. From the story you can tell that
a. an ostrich might beat a horse in a race
b. ostriches need to drink lots of water
c. the ostrich is very clever
3. The story as a whole is about .
a. camels
b. ostrich egg shells
c. the largest bird in the world
d. why an ostrich cannot fly
4. When the ostrich is afraid it may hide its
5.



head.

a. Yes b. No c. Does not say
5. The ostrich has wings but cannot fly.

a. Yes b. No c. Does not say

6. Which word in the passage means® raise”
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3. Birds of Prey'

Eagles? are birds of prey. Hawks® and owls*
are birds of prey too. Birds of prey eat live ani-
mals such as squirrels’ mice and frogs. They
catch these little animals with their feet.

An cagle’s toes® are thick and very strong. All
of the toes are tipped with long hooked” claws®.
The toes and claws are used to take hold of’ the an-
imals which the eagle catches and eats.

All eagles have hooked claws and they all
have large strong bills'?. Still there are many dif-

ferent kinds of eagles.



In our country only two kinds of eagles are
seen. They are the bald eagle!' and the golden ea-
gle.

Eagles are very large birds. Their nests too

are large. Some are as wide as eight feet across.

Notes
1. prey =n. birds of prey 2. ecagle
n. 3. hawk =n. 4. owl n.
5. squirrel n. 6. toe n.
7. hooked adj .
8. claw n. 9. take hold of

10. bald eagle

Testing Yourself

1. Birds that catch live things to eat are called
birds of
2. From the story you can tell that
a.the bald eagle is a very small bird
b.eagles are strong birds
c.there are many kinds of eagles in this country
3. The story as a whole is about
a. hawks
b. the eagles
c. eagles’ nests
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d. what eagles eat
4. The bald eagle is the biggest eagle.
a. Yes b. No c. Does not say
5. Eagles’ nests are larger than those of any other
birds.
a. Yes b. No c. Does not say
6. Which word in the passage means” having a

sharp bend”
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4. Fine Feathers'

Birds’ feathers help them fly but feathers are
a help to birds in other ways too.

The color of its feathers helps a bird to hide.
Some birds’ feathers are brown or gray. A bob-
white? looks like part of the ground to an animal
hunting it. It looks like old leaves or grass. Some
birds’ feathers are bright. A yellow goldfinch?® feed-
ing on yellow dandelions® in the summer is hard to
see. Bright or not their feathers help birds to
hide.

Some birds have feathers that please other
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birds. A male’s bright colors say “ Here I am " to
the female. The blue jay uses its colors in still an-
other way. This little bird loves to quarrel® with
squirrels and crows and hawks. Its feathers seem

to say “ See me See me

Notes

1. feather =n. 2. bob-white n.
3. goldfinch n.

4. dandelion =n. 5. quarrel wv.

Testing Yourself

1. What do the colors of birds’ feathers help them
to do

2. From the story you can tell that
a. female birds have brighter colors than male
birds
b. blue jays are hidden by their colors
c. a bob-white is not brightly colored
3. The story as a whole is about
a. how birds’ feathers help them
b. birds with dark feathers
c. birds with bright feathers



