1. A SELF-ACCOUNT

1. | am short and thin
I am fully fourteen years old, but I’m only a hundred and
fifty-two centimeters tall. My height is below average in my

class. My limbs are very thin. My biceps are not developed yet.

2. My face

My face is not ugly. I have a straight nose and thin lips.
Dark eyebrows and a rather square chin give my face a tougher
look. But the pimples on my cheeks and forehead spoil every-
thing. They give the impression of having uncleanly habits.

3. School work

I am interested in English and math. But I haven’ t been do-
ing well in either subject. I believe I’ ve worked hard enough. But
my effort doesn’t seem to produce good results. Maybe my father
is right: I should take the earphones off while studying.

4. My hobbies

You may say I have a lot of hobbies. T like to collect stamps,
raise tropical fish, and go bird-watching with my friends. Also,
more than all these, I love to watch television and play video

games. But these two are usually not regarded as healthy hobbies.
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1. My height is below average in my class.
He is above average in the group .
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David is better than I in the class
goooooooomm



She is famous in our school .
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2. Dark eyebrows and a rather square chin give my face a tougher look
Long hair gives him an untidy look .
goooooooood
Deep blue clothes gives you a gloomy look .
gjddddooogogouoogm
Heavy makeup gives her an older look .
gdooogooooomm
3. I haven’t been doing well in either subject.
She hasn’t been feeling well lately.
goooooooood
He has been very busy all morning.
ooooooogad
I have been working in the backyard.
gooooooooboa
4. 1 believe I've worked hard enough.
1 believe he has studied long enough .
godoooooooooom
I think the boy is not clever enough .
goooooboooom
We thought the room was not big enough .
gdooooooooogm
5. My effort doesn’t seem to produce good results.
She doesn’t seem to notice us.

gbobooboooom

You don’t seem to like it.



goobobooom
They seem to enjoy the game.
gooooooooooom
6. More than all these, I love to watch television and play video games
More than everything else . I love to travel.
goooooooooom
Besides tennis, 1 can play basketball and baseball.
gddoomobobobooooom
Except my father ., everyone in the family watches cartoon.
gooooomoooooobobbbom
7. These two are usually not regarded as healthy hobbies.
I don’t regard it as important
goooobboboom
She regards her parents highly.
gooboooow

[ Conversation]

Tom : Idon't think I can come to your barbecue tomorrow.
Mike: That’s a shame! But why?

Tom : It’s obvious, if you look closer at my face.

Mike: You mean the pimples?

Tom : What else?

Mike: They don't look any worse than usual.

Tom : At least a dozen big ones sprung out overnight.

Mike: Did you actually count them?

Tom : How could T help not to? They prick my skin like little needles.

Mike: You'll forget the pain when we're having our barbecue.



Tom : The pricking doesn’t bother me much. I'm worrying
about how I'd look.

Mike: You'll look your old self—tough and cool.

Tom : Give me a break, will you?

Mike: My sister once said that rough skin made a boy look
tougher.

Tom ; Oh, you're putting me on.

Mike: Listen! Just act naturally, and nobody will notice.
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2. MY PARENTS

1. My father

My father is a journalist. He goes to work in the afterncon
and does not come home until nearly midnight. He doesn’t read
much, but he keeps volumes of newspaper clippings. And he nev-

er gets tired of watching television news.

2. My mother

My mother is a dentist. She and two other dentists have
their own clinic. It is on the first floor of our apartment building.
So she often goes to work in baggy slacks and plastic slippers. I've
never seen her in high heels. The reason is probably that she is

one centimeter taller than my father.

3. They often quarrel
My parents are in their early forties. But they still act like chil-
dren some times. They often quarrel over who is to blame for a certain

matter. And the quarrel doesn’t end unless one of them gives in.

4. Causes for their quarrel

My father is a gourmet. He is also the best cook in our family,
although it’s usually my grandmother who does the cooking. Hence he
likes to entertain. But my mother prefers to keep our home quiet. This

is one of the two causes of their quarrel. The other one is me.
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1. He goes to work in the afternoon and does not come home un-
til midnight.
He left at noon and did not return until siz-thirty.
do0oooooDmoooooooa
We started to climb at dawn and did not reach the top until
ten o’clock .
dddooooooomboobooooom
The meeting began at nine and did not end until 2:00 PM.
oddooooomoooboooom
2. He never gets tired of watching television news
He became bored with playing the guitar.
doodoooooooooom
I soon got tired of playing video games.
odddoooooooooom
They are interested in collecting old coins .
ddoooooooooboo
3. Itis on the third floor of our apartment building.
The house is in the eastern district of the city.
oooooooodoom
He is standing in the middle of the room .
oooooooonom
I put it in the back of the drawer.
oooooooooom



4. The resson is probably that she is one centimeter taller than
my father.
The reason is that I dislike him .
gooooooom
The truth is that I am afraid of it
goooooow
The fact is that our team is too weak .
gojodoooooooom
He is rwo years older than you.
goooooom
She came ten minutes earlier than we.
goooooooooad
It is two degrees warmer than yesterday.
gooooboooom
5. They often quarrel over who is to blame for a certain matter.
He told me who is to speak next.
gbooboooooobooao
Mary is to play the piano later.
goooooooooad
You are to keep quiet.
ogoooooo
6. The quarrel doesn’t end unless one of them gives in.
1 won’t go unless she goes with us.
gooobmooooobobom
I can’t tell you unless he gives me the permission .

uboobooobmoooboom

He wouldn’t know it unless you tell him .
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7. He is the best cook in our family, although it’s usually my

grandmother who does the cooking.

She is the tallest girl in our class.
gooooooobooboooad

It was the dirtiest place in the neighborhood .
ooooooooooom

I enjoyed the game although our team lost .
godoooooooomoooooooom

He won the race although he is very short .
gooooomooooom

It was grandmother who opened the door .
oooooooo

It wasn’t I who phoned .
ooooooooom

[ Conversation )

Paul: Hello, Chen’s residence.

Joe : Hello, Paul. When are you coming? We're waiting for
you.

Paul: Sorry, Joe. 1 can’t leave the apartment now. Something’s
coming up.

Joe : Really? It’s nothing serious, isn’t it ?

Paul: Well, yes and no.

Joe : Can’t you be more specific?

Paul: My mother didn’t come home last night. And my father

went out to look for her.



Joe : It is serious then.

Paul: Not exactly. You see, my Mom’s gone to her mother’s.
Joe : Why didn’t you tell your old man?

Paul: I can’t. I promised Mom to keep it secret.

Joe : And worry your father to death?

Paul: Mom said she did it to punish Dad.

Joe : So you’re on her side.

Paul: Why should I take sides? It’s none of my business.
Joe : You are a sly one!

[£1F]
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3. MY ROOM

1. It’s a small room

My room is about twenty square meters (6 pings) in area.
There’s a window facing the west. From the window I can watch
the sun set. However [ don’t get to see that often, because I usu-
ally come home after sunset. And during summer vacation, it is

too hot to stay in this room.

2. My desk and the bookshelf

Under the window is my desk, and beside it, my bed. My desk
is rather small. When I get my own computer next year, there won’t
be enough space on the desk to put it. I have a very beautiful wooden
bookshelf although I don’t have many books. Right now I put my
portable radio on it. And I've also reserved a place for the televi-
sion set that my uncle is going to give me for my eighteenth birth-

day.

3. A place for friends

There is only one chair in my room. However, the floor is
carpeted. So, when I have friends over, 1 often ask them to sit on
the floor. If a friend is here to stay the night, I'd let him use my
bed while I myself sleep on the carpet. Of course I can do this on-

ly when I've had the carpets carefully vacuumed.



