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Preface

In 1985, “the study and mapping of lithofacies paleogeography of the Permian and Triassic
of South China” was started, and by now it has been 11 years.

In the past 11 years, 1 worked together with many colleagues both in and outside our univer-
sity, and with my students, including undergraduate students, master students, doctor students
and post — doctors. We were of one heart and one mind, stood together through thick and thin,
and shared together hardships and achievements. Successively, we accomplished 3 key scientific
research projects, i. e. the “study and mapping of lithofacies paleogeography of Lower and Mid-
dle Triassic Qinglong Group of Lower Yangtze Region”, the “study and mapping of lithofacies
paleogeography of Permian and Lower and Middle Triassic of Yangtze Platform”, and the “study
and mapping of lithofacies paleogeography of Permian and Early and Middle Triassic of South Chi-
na” . All these projects were well done, and passed the examination and appraisal by the Ministry
of Petroleum Industry and the China National Petroleum Corporation. During the final appraisal,
all appraisers considered unanimously that the final study report was a characteristic and excellent
one of important theoretical and practical significance, and reached the international advanced lev-
el.

In the past 11 years, 4 monographs were published, i. e., Study of Lithofacies Paleo-
geography of Lower and Middle Triassic Qinglong Group of Lower Yangtze Region by the Yun-
nan Science and Technology Press in 1988, Lithofacies Paleogeography of Permian of Middle
and Lower Yangtze Region by the Geology Press in 1991, Lithofacies Paleogeography of Permi-
an of Yunnan-Guizhou-Guangzi Region by the Geology Press in 1994, and Lithofacies Paleo-
geography of Early and Middle Triassic of Yunnan-Guizhou-Guangxi Region by the Petroleum
University Press in 1994.

The fifth monograph is Lithofacies Paleogeography of Permian of South China and will be
published by the Petroleum University Press. The sixth monograph is Lithofacies Paleo-
geography of Early and Middle Triassic of South China, i. e. this book, and will be published
by the Petroleum Industry Press. These two books are the final scientific research achievements of
the “study and mapping of lithofacies paleogeography of Permian and Triassic of South China” of
the past 11 years.

In the past 11 years, through the completion of these 3 projects, one post-doctor (Li
Yongtie), 5 doctors (Jin Zhenkui, He Youbin, Bao Zhidong, Xin Wenjie, and Yang Yuging), 5
masters (Wu Shenghe, He Youbin, Yuan Zhihua, Zhang Xuewen, and Zhou Minghui), and a
number of bachelors were cultivated. These are talent achievements, more important than scien-
tific research achievements.

In a word, through the 11 years’ hard work, both scientific research achievements and tal-
ent achievements are harvested. This is not easy indeed.



In the future we should stand on the front of the quantitative lithofacies paleogeography that
we initiated, make long-term programme, organize research teams, and continue to march toward
the “third milestone”, for which we have been struggling.

Now, a new campaign is being brewed. That is, with our study of the Permian and Triassic
as an example, we will start the project “establishment of quantitative stratigraphic sections and
mapping of quantitative lithofacies paleogeography of the Carboniferous, Devonian and Silurian of
South China”, and try to finish it within 3 years. Similar campaigns in other areas are also being
considered. H such studies are done, we then make an important step toward the “third mile-
stone” .

Recalling the past 11 years’ winds and rains in South China, looking at today’ s rich fruits
of the study of the Permian and Triassic, grateful to support of many sides , and lucky to step out
of hopeless situations. From this aspect, it shows that the science road is full of roughness and
changfulness. When taking up the pen for this preface, all sorts of feelings welled up in my mind,
and I can not help writing a poem to express my emotions and aspirations. Here I present both the
book and the principal part of the poem to the readers, and wish to share the achievements of the
study of the Permian and Triassic, as well as the distress and happiness of mine.

Feng Zengzhao
Beijing, April 1996
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