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DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHANG JIANG ESTUARY

AND ITS SUBMERGED DELTA

Chen Jiyu, Zhu Huifang, Dong Yongfa and Sun Jieming
(Institute of Estuarine and Coastal Research
East China Normal University, Shanghai)

ABSTRACT

The Changjing river is the largest river system in China. Since
the postglacial transgression, the Changjing estuary has experienced
the following historical processes: progressively prograding seaward of
shoals and tidal flats fringing the south bank, merging of linear
sandbanks in to the nouth bank, successive filling, and hencemarro-
wing, of the estuarine embavment and finally, leading tje rever mouth
to migrate seaward. Knowledges of the development and evolution of
the Changjiang estuary and its subaqueoue dalta are of great signifi-
cance in selecting navigational channels connecting land with gea,

managing coastal resources and fisheries, as well as reclaiming coastal
zone for cultuation.
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