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Distinguished guests, colleagues, representatives of NGOs both



international and national, ladies and gentlemen .

Good morning.

It is my honor and great pleasure to welcome all of you to the In-
ternational Seminar on NGO Cooperation in China.

It was in 1984, UNDP assisted CICETE (China International
Center for Economic and Technical Exchange) in establishing a
NGO section, which is the previous incarnation of the China As-
sociation for NGO Cooperation (CANGQO). CANGO has the ob-
jective to promote NGO activities and cooperation in China. The
non-profit and non-governmental sector in China has shown sig-
nificant growth during the past decade. Since its establishment,
CANGO has been playing an active role in promoting the devel-
opment of the non-profit sector as well as the cooperation be-
tween international and national NGOs.

There are three key actors in the modern society: the state,
which is represented by the Government, the market, which is
represented by the business sector, and civil society, in which
non-profit, voluntary and non-governmental organizations play
an important role.

Why should UNDP globally and in China specifically promote ac-
tivities of and cooperation with NGOs? There are four reasons:
First, over the past decade, there has been increasing recognition
of the role played by organizations of civil society like NGOs ev-
erywhere in the world, including China in advancing a develop-
ment agenda, which is people-centered and environmentally sus-
tainable.

Secondly, it is widely acknowledged that the role of the state is
changing away from being a big and sometimes sole player in de-

velopment to being a rule makers and monitor of development.



Such public sector reform has often created a gap in the social se-
curity system and large gaps in the provision of basic social ser-
vices like health and education, particularly {or the poor. Non-
profit and non-governmental organizations have played an impor-
tant role in filling those gaps at least temporarily and advocate
for longer-term appropriate solutions.

Thirdly, NGOs can lend weight to the voices of people at the
grassroots level, particularly, the poor, disabled, women, aged
persons and children, whose opinions and views, would other-
wise hardly be heard by the decision-makers.

Fourthly, because of its direct relationship with members of civil
society s, NGOs often can help people in need in a more timely,
flexible and cost-effective manner than public institutions. Fur-
thermore NGOs can play a critical role in raising public aware-
ness on common concerns such as poverty eradication, HIV/
AIDS and environmental protection.

‘Today is “the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty”.
It is the Fourth consecutive year that we commemorate IDEP
since the UN General Assembly designated the years 1997~2006
as the Decade for the Eradication of Poverty. This year’s theme
is “The Race Against Poverty: Breaking the Silence Around
HIV—AIDS”.

In commemoration of the International Day of Eradication of
Poverty, 1 would like to emphasize again the important role
played by NGOs in tackling the poverty and in raising the public
awareness on HIV/AIDS at the global, regional and national lev-
els.

In the era of globalization, it is critical to take full advantage of

the recent development of information technology, which can



serve as a powerful tool for sharing information, bringing trans-
parency and promoting partnership among different actors of the
society.

1 look forward to the discussions and recommendations from this
seminar in building an effective partnership with and among in-
ternational and national NGOs as well as in creating an enabling
environment for the sound and sustained development of the non-
profit sector in China.

Thank you very much.

Xie Xie!
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