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ABSTRACT

The study of the course of consciousness of the Chinese nation is
an important link in the study of the history of the formation and de-
velopment of the Chinese nation. It is rich in theoretical implications.
However, up to now, there is no book devoted to this subject. The
theoretical value of such a study is as follows: the essence of the con-
sciousness of the Chinese nation is a process of the integration of the
consciousness of the national community and that of the national mo-
dernity, so the national structure of the Chinese nation possesses u-
nique features; “external” factors play a role in the consciousness of
the Chinese nation, so the study of this subject must make use of the-
ories about nations and modernization to analyze the general laws fol-
lowed by the consciousness of the Chinese nation. this book seeks to
analyze the uniqueness of the consciousness of the Chinese nation with
the theories and research methods of history, ethnic political science
and ethnology, so as to enrich the theories about nations and modern-
ization. Based on the needs of the study of the formation history of
the Chinese nation, the book deals systematically with the course of
consciousness of the Chinese nation, the constraining effects of the
structural features of the Chinese nation and the national cultural tra-
dition on this course, and the effects of subjective initiative exercised
by the subject of the consciousness of the Chinese nation. The pur-
pose is to explore the historical course of the consciousness of the Chi-

nese nation and sums up its development trends and its enlightenment



on people, so as to provide academic basis for the study of the forma-
tion history of the Chinese nation (modern times) as well as to enable
members of the Chinese nation to deepen their knowledge and under-
standing of their nation and to further enhance the cohesion of the
Chinese nation,

With the exploration of the course of consciousness of the
Chinese nation, the book tentatively divides the course of con-
sciousness of the Chinese nation in the period of the late Qing
Dynasty and the Republic of China into the following stages: the
beginning of the consciousness of the Chinese nation, the tortu-
ous development of the consciousness of the Chinese nation, the
different orientations and common pursuits of the theories and
policies of the consciousness of the Chinese nation, and the ex-
tensive development of the consciousness of the whole Chinese
nation. The book uses a chapter to discuss each of these stages.
While analyzing the phased development of the consciousness of
the Chinese nation, the book also explores the course of the lay-
ered and deepening development of the consciousness of the Chi-
nese nation and the horizontal expansion of the consciousness of
the Chinese nation, so as to demonstrate the interaction, inte-
gration and combination between the community consciousness
and modernity consciousness, between the political conscious-
ness and cultural consciousness, and between the consciousness
of the elite and the consciousness of the masses. The dissertation
explains the theoretical significance embodied in the tortuous-
ness, complexity and uniqueness of the course of consciousness
of the Chinese nation and their effects on the development of the

Chinese nation.



ABSTRACT 3

Through the systematic discussion and analysis of the course
of consciousness of the Chinese nation, the book comes up with
several conclusions. First, although the formation and develop-
ment of the Chinese nation follows the general law of national de-
velopment from development-in-itself to conscious development,
the consciousness of the Chinese nation is unique in that it in-
tegrates the two steps of national community consciousness and
modernity consciousness in one process. The former mainly fol-
lows the laws and theories of ethnology and the latter mainly the
principles of political science and the theories of modernization.
The value orientations of the two kinds of theories are in conflict
to a certain extent, which is the root cause of the complexity and
tortuousness of the national consciousness. Second, although the
consciousness of the Chinese nation follows the general law that
the national elite achieve consciousness first and then enable oth-
er people to become conscious, the consciousness of the national
elite and that of the masses develop at different levels because the
Chinese nation is huge in size and there coexist integrity, accom-
modativeness and differences in its internal structure. When the
masses achieve the consciousness of a community identity, the
national elite integrate the community consciousness and the mo-
dernity consciousness, thus causing a contradiction between the
consciousness of the elite and that of the masses in value orienta-
tions and identity recognition and making the consciousness of
the elite divorced from that of the masses, which has an influ-
ence on the course of consciousness. Third, although members
of the Chinese national community once lack consensus on the

recognition of political and cultural values, the integrity of the



Chinese nation and the commonality of fate during the War of
Resistance Against Japan cause members of the Chinese nation to
form a deep recognition of a common identity towards their na-
tional community, create a common “history”, shape a common
national soul and mentality, and gain confidence in their national
culture. This overcomes the contradiction that once exists be-
tween modernity and nationality in the course of consciousness of
the Chinese nation, making the political consciousness and cul-
tural consciousness reach the stage of organic integration from
the stages of parallel progress and mutual friction. Fourth, al-
though there are various factors acting upon the consciousness of
the Chinese nation, including different theories of consciousness
and different approaches to consciousness, which makes the con-
sciousness pattern full of variables, the integrity and pluralism of
the Chinese nation formed in history is a fundamental constrai-
ning force on the formation of the modern consciousness pattern
of the Chinese nation. Neglecting the specific implications of the
integrity of the Chinese nation and building a “confederal” com-
munity from the pluralistic perspective ends up as a failure in his-
tory; neglecting the pluralism of the national structure and em-
phasizing integrity and shaping a single-structure “Chinese nation
state” also ends up as a failure in history. Only a deep conscious-
ness of both the pluralism and integrity is the highest and most
rational consciousness and can set the Chinese nation on the path

to development and prosperity.
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