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[Abstract] On the long way of child development, the
genetic factors build the foundation of potential for congenital
development, while environmental factors promote or interfere
the progress of development all the time, among them home
environment stands as the most important one at childhood.

A comparism of family conditions has been studied between
a group of healthy and excellent children (group A), 4 -6 years
of age, and a control group (group B) of general children with
same age and sex, in same kidergartens. There were 128
children in each group. By physical examination the average
weight, height, blood hemoglobin etc, of group A children were
much higher than group B, the mean intelligent quotient (IQ) of
group A was also 12 scores more. Analysis of the parents
conditions and their mode of nurturing of these two groups
indicates following differences, the parents of group A showed
characteritics: @ the education level were higher, @ read more
books and journals about childcare, @ gave earlier musical
education, @ paid much attention to nurturing non-intellectual

characters of a child, such as, emotion, behavior, interest,



confidence etc, & often delivered education by encouragement,
inspiration, direction, and played the role as a model both in
language and action, while in group B more children were over
limited or spoiled, and also less coordination between parents.
According to the home environment quotient ( HEQ )
evaluation, group A got 20 scores more than group B, besides,
IQ of the children were positively related with their HEQ

SCOrcs.
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[Abstract] In this modern society, family is regarded as
the most important part of the protection of children’s rights.
How parents understand the meaning of the protection of
children’s right and how parents comprehend the obligation of
themselves as a protector will surely affect the implementation
and quality of protection of children’s right in family. From the
perspective of “Basing in Family”, this dissertation probes into
the positive influence on the education conception and activities
of Chinese parents, and analysises the negative affect on the

proection of children’s rights.
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1. Introduction
This research examines the father’s involvement with
children in terms of daily care in both China and Korea. As



farge numbers of women have entered the labor force, childcare
has become a universal concern in every society. Many societies
have implemented family-friendly policies and social support for
childcare but few meet the demand.

For societies in which a social support system is not well
established, childcare has become a family responsibility. East
Asian countries, which have pursued and experienced rapid
economic growth, have strongly encouraged women’s
employment but ignored childcare issues. Therefore, families in
East Asian countries have juggled childcare issues, and women in
East Asian countries have suffered particularly from a double
burden. Governments’ heavy emphasis on family responsibilities
for childcare combined with the lack of social support and
family-friendly policies, have entailed a great demand for
fathers to be actively involved in and to share childcare
responsibilities.

Most studies on paternal involvement in childcare have
focused on Western countries; comparative studies have been
conducted, but rarely. In order to enhance our understanding of
the father’s involvement with children in East Asian countries,
this study examines this topic in China and Korea.

China and Korea have important similarities in that these
two countries historically have shared Confucian -cultural
heritage and the experience of rapid change in pursuit of
modernization and economic development, although Korea has
taken off much earlier and been more prosperous and advanced
economically than China )

On the other hand, these two countries are different in that



they have taken different paths of development in terms of the
political and economic spheres. China became a socialist country
pursuing social development, while Korea became a capitalist
country pursuing economic development. Consequently, the
national objectives were different for each country, and
subsequent social policies regarding women’s employment and
'working environments diverged. The degree of similarities and
differences between China and Korea allows us to see the effects
of social policies on gender roles and relationships in the family
in each country.

2. Data and Methods

For the comparison of the paternal engagement with
children in each country, this study first uses second-hand survey
data from each country: Women’s Status in Contemporary China
(1991) and the National Survey on Changes in Functions and
Roles of Korean Families (1989). The Chinese survey used
probability sampling of intact husband-wife families in six
province-level units ( Shanghai, Shandong, Jilin, Ningxia,
Shanxi, and Guangdong) to produce 4,509 couples. The Korean
survey used stratified random sampling of married women in all
provinces except Cheju and other small islands.

Drawing on the two surveys, it explores paternal
involvement rates with children in terms of daily care. In order
to enhance our understanding of the statistical results and
people’s perceptions regarding parental roles and childcare, this
study also conducts focus group interviews in each country
(Seoul and Shanghai) in 2002.



Characteristics of focus group interviews

Characteristics China S.Korea
Year 2002 2002
Sample size —56 interviewees (Shanghai) | —50 interviewees (Seoul)
Number of groups —9 groups (Shanghai) —38 groups (Seoul)
Age range 26 -50 28-52
Marital status Ever-married Ever-married
Sex Both men and women Both men and women

3. Hypothesis and Findings

Despite diverse arguments on women’s status and genderequality
in socialist countries, previous studies that compared socialist and
capitalist countries often have demonstrated that women in socialist
ocountries enjoy better status in the family and in the workplace than
those in capitalist countries.

Compared to capitalist societies that value economic
development, socialist societies, including China, long
employed the rhetoric of emancipation of women and pursued
social development (Tang and Parish, 2000). In order to
promote gender equality, the Chinese government has also
attempted to abolish Confucian values, which in turn has
weakened traditional attitudes toward gender roles. In contrast,
in Korea, women are still discouraged to work after the
childbirth, and Confucian values have been maintained,
although in a weakened form. Therefore, I hypothesized that
men in socialist countries, meaning men in China in this study,
share more responsibility for childcare than men in capitalist

countries, specifically, in this study, men in Korea, recognizing



