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troductio

Jelome K. Jerome (1859-1927) was born at Walsall in
Staffordshire. He began work at fourteen as a railway clerk.

Later he worked as a teacher, actor and finally as journal-

ist. In 1888 he published Three Men in a Boat and The

Idle Thoughts of an Idle Fellow. Both of these books were

great successes. In 1892 he helped found an illustrated
monthly magazine called The Idler and in 1893 he founded
a weekly paper called Today. He also wrote a very success-
ful play called The Passing of the Third Back. This was a
serious play about the effect of a Christlike figure on a
group of sordid persons. Three Men in a Boat is “a record of
events that really happened”, but the world described by
Jerome does have something extremely poetic about it be

cause it is a world that is lost forever. Three Men in a Boat

shows us the more or less idyllic world that existed in Eng-
land before the horrors and disillusion of the First World
War.
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The Invalids

There were four of us — George, and William Samuel Harris, and

myself, and my dog, Montmorency. We were sitting in my room,
smoking, and talking about how bad we were — bad from a medical
point of view I mean, of course.

We were all feeling tived and were get qulte nervous about it.
Harris said that he often felt glddy, and that he didn’t know what he
was doing; and then George said that he felt giddy and did not know
what he was doing. T had problems with my liver. I had been reading
an advertisement for liver medicine. Th‘isk"advertisemer‘it gakle a‘list of
the Symptéms you haveiwhen y(;uf liver is not Weﬂ 1 hadfall of them.

It is a most extlaordmary thmg, but I never can read an adver-
tisement for a medlcme without bemw forced to the conclusion that
I am suffering from the particular disease described, in its worst
form. k

I remember going to the British Museum one day to read about
the treatment for some minor illness T had I‘got down ‘the book,
and read what I wanted to read; and then, stupidly, T began to read
about other diseases. I forget, which was the first disease I read
about — some terrible disease, I know — and, before I had read the
list of “premoniiory symptoms” I was convinced that I had the dis-

ease.

I sai there horrified. Then I read about all the other diseases in
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the book and discovered that I had them all, except housemaid’s
knee. .

I sat and thought about this. I‘thoﬁ’ght what an interesting case
I must be for doctors. Medlcal students would not need to walk
around the hospitals if they had me. I was a hospital in myself All
they needed to do would be to walk round me, after that, take their
diplomas. ’ ‘

I went to my medical man. He is an old chum of mine. He said,
“Well, what s the ‘maiter with you?” |

I said, “I WIH not take up your tlme, dear boy, w1th telling you
what is the matter with me. Life is short, and you might be dead be-
fore I finished. So I will tell you what is not the matter with me. I
don’t have housemaid’s knee.”

Then I told him how I had discovered it all.

Then he opened me and looked 'kd;)wn me, " and held my wrist,
and then he hit me over the chest when I wasn’t expecting it — a
cowardly thing to do. After that, he sat down and wrote a prescrip-
tion and gave it to me, and I put it in my pocket and went out.

I did not open it. T'took it to the nearest chemist’s and handed
it to him. The man read it, and then handed it back.

- He said that he did not have the medicines my friend had pre-
scribed.

I Séid, “You are a ’chemist?”

He said, “I am a chemist. If I was a co-operative store and a

family hotel combined, I might be able to help you. But I am only
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a chemist.”
I read the prescription. It went:

11b beefsteak with »

1 pt bitter beer every 6 hours

I ten-mile walk every morning. |
1 bedat 11 shafp every night.
And don’t fill your head with
things you don’t understand.

Ifollowed my doctor’s instructions, with the happy result — speak-
ing for myself — that my hfe was preserved and is still gomg on.

Anyway, to retum to our story, we sat there for half an hour, de-
scribing to each’ other our diseases. k

“What we want is rest,” said Harris.

“Rest and a complete change,” said George. “The stress upon our
brains has produced a general depression throughout our system
We need a chanﬂe of scene'

George said, “Let’s go up the river.”

He said we should have fresh air, exercise, and quiet; the constant
change of scene would.occupy our minds (including what there was
of Harris’s); and the hard work would give us a good appetite, and
make us sleep well. . \ »

The only one who was not happy with the suggestlon was
Montmorency. He never did care for the river. .

"We were three to one, however, and Mohtmorency lost the vote.
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The Food Question
Then we discussed the food question. George said, “Begin with
breakfast.” (George is so practical.) “Now for breakfast we shall want
a frying-pan, a teapot and a kettle and a stove.”

For other breakfast thingé, ‘Gedfée‘sﬁggested eggs and bacon,
which were easy to cook, cold meat, tea, bread’ and buiter and jam.
For lunch, he said we could have ‘_bis’cu:i\ts\,’ cold meat, bread and
butter, and jam — but no cheese. Cheese fills up the whole boat with
its smell. Tt gets eVélﬁhere. You don’t know if ybﬁ aLre eating apple
pie, or German sausage, or sirawberries and cream. Tt all seems
cheese. There is too much odour about cheese.

I remember a friend of mine buying a couple of cheeses at
Liverpool. They were splendid cheeses with extremely powerful odour
that you could smell from three miles awa:};'and that could knock a
man down at two hundred 'yards. I'was in Liverpool at the time, and
my friend asked me if I could take the. cheeses back to London for
him. He had to stay in Liverpool for more than two days, and the
cheeses would have goﬁe bad. - | B

“Oh, with pleaéﬁre, dear béy," I replied, ;gWith’pleaéure.’;

I called for the cheeses, and took them away in a cab. It was
a very old cab pulled by a very old animal that the driver had
the courage to call a horse. When we started out the horse went

extremely slowly, but when the horse smelled the cheese he went

at least three miles an hour. Then the wind blew in the horse’s
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direction and he went even faster than cripples and old ladies!

When we arrived at the train station two men had to hold the horse
because he was so excited; I do not ilﬁnk they would have controlled
the horse if someone had not thought of covering up his nose.

T took my ticket and went ul; t(;the platform with my cheeses —
evel;ybody moved aside quite respectfully as I passed. The train was
crowded, and I had to get into a carriage where there were already
seven other people. One old gentleman objected, but I got in. I put
my cheese on the réck, sat down, and, with a pléééaﬁt smile, said
it was a warm day. A few moments passed, and then the old gentleman
began to move around. ;

“It’s very crowded in here,” he said.

“It’s veﬁ oppressive,” said the man next to him.

And then they both began sniffing, and, at the third sniff, they
smelled the cheeses directly, and got up without another word and
got out. And then a robust lady got up, and said it was terrible that
a respectable married woman should be bothered in this way. The
remaining four passengers sat in the carriage for a while, until a
solemn-looking man in the corner, who seemed to be an undertakel
said that the smell made him thmk of a dead baby The other three
passengers iried to get out of the door at the same time, and hurt
themselves.

I smiled at the solemn man, and said I thought we were going to
have the carriage to ourselves; and he laughed pleasantly and said

that some people made such a fuss over a little thing. But even he
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