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Ornament Appreciating
Description of the Ornament in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Xuelie

Originally, ornament refers to the adornment on the head, can also be
called “toumian™ in proverb. afterwards, it refers to adornment from
head to foot, contains headgear, collapsible, hat-ornament and baldric.
As early as Shang dynasty. our ancestor have created gold ornament in
set or group. in 1977, gold ear-drop, gold hairpin and gold armlets were
vielded from a Shang tomb at Liujiahe of Pinggu, Beijing. Their making
processes include molding and hammaring, The shape are austere and
simple. Gold content attains 85%. Ornament is developed along with
the change of age, habit and dress style. Tang period is the vigorous
period of muking and using gold and silver ormament. They matched
the usage of gold, silver, pearl and precious stone.the characteristics of
different materials made the ornament looks florid and Tuxury, This tech-
nique had a great inflence on the later ornament manufacturing craft.
Famous Chinese poets Baijuyi and Dufu described and glorified noble-

woman’ sheadgear in their poems.

As the capital of Yuan, Ming and Qing. Beijing has special advantage of
making ornament.Ming is a vigorous period for gold manufacturing in
modern history, the country had more perfect management system, The
exploitation and melting of the gold and silver mines were strictly
controlled, the emperor set a special bureau 1o take charge of it. Past
masters from all over the country were converged to the bureau, they
syncretized each technique,make ornament for the emperors and their
wives, they made a lot priceless elaborate works at that time. Ming pe-
riod gold and silver ornaments have been unearthed in a massive amount

from Beijing arca, the [inds are unprecedented not only in number, but



also in thchnological exquisiteness. The joint burial of Wangui and his
wife contains rich funeral objects, including gold and silver articles with
distinct features. One of them is a pair of gold hairpin with engraved
design, the handle of the hairpin is tlat and sharp-pointed with inscrip-
tion on it, at the head of the hairpin,there is o phoenix flying in the pro-
pitious cloud, the wings are outspread,the tail is slim with thick car-of-
wheat veins on it. Another is a sun-flower-shaped hairpin studded with
jewels, its making processes include hammaring, wirc-twisting, inlay,
weave, engraving and welding. the petal is twisted by spun gold slim as
hair, the yellow seal in the centre surrounded by 16 jewels, is glitlering
and translucent, this makes the hairpin more magnificence. Slim, luxury,
practicable characteristics of the Ming ornament have relation to the

dress and hair style at that time.

During the Qing period, gold and silver working technology was further
developed on the basis of Ming achievements. The new tedhniques “dol-
ting in blue enamel”, “dotting hy jade green”™ made their first appearances.
“dotting in blue enammel” means dot a material on the ornament, burn it
to get a hlue enamel, the radiance ol gold, silver and enamel makes the
ornament sumptuous. “dotting by jade green” means cut kingfisher’s
feather into request shape, then stick them to the ornament. Phoenix-
shaped silver hairpin doted by jade green was made by wire-twisting,
inlay, engraving and melding, the feather of the phoenix was made by
dotting by jade green, because it’s hard to preserve the kingfisher’s

feather, ornament made by this technique is hardly found now.
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Ming Dynasty
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Ming period gold and silver ornaments have been unearthed in a massive amount
from Beijing area since the founding of New China. The finds are unprecedented not

only in number,but also in technological exquisitenes.
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