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Blue and White Porcelains of the
Ming Dynasty
Wu Junling

The blue and white porcelain is rare artwork among Chinese ceramics. It
originated in the Tang dynasty, matured in the Yuan dvnasty, and reached
its heyday in the Ming dynasty. In the 2nd year of the Houngwu reign of
Ming, factorics ol imperial kilns (or official kilns), producing vessels for
daily life and wares [or grant used by the courl, were [irst buill at Zhushan
of Jingdezhen, Jiangxi province. Their production were directed and
supervised by special officials. Thereafter, Jingdezhen developed into a
place where imperial factories were established in Ming and Qing, and
cventually became a centre of Chinese porcelain manufacture. The
official kilns apart, private kilns of Jingdezhen developed such greatly in

Ming that their products could compele with those from the official kilns,

Both native and imported resources were adopted as pigments for the
white and blue during the Ming dynasty. After being fired in the kilns,
they generally showed indigo blue, blue and purple. In terms of the
shapes, the white and blue of Ming formed into the style of the *great
Ming wares which were plump, simple, vigorous and elegant on the
hasis of their counterparts of Yuan. There were also newly produced
types of wares, owing influence to forcign culture and religious ideas.
Their decorations comprised traditional subjects such flowers and fish
with algac which derived from the wares of Cizhou, Jizhou and Shangsha
kilns in the Yuan dynasty, patterns of kui dragons and loop-lines imitating

those of the bronze objects or other ancient vessels, and designs signify-



ing toreign cultural [eatures and religious thoughts. The reign mark first
appeared on the porcelain from the official kilns in the Yongle reign, and

the imperial mark began to prevail during Ming.

Rased on the glaze applied to body, shape, decoration, pigment and mark,
we divide the development of the blue and white of Ming into 6 phascs

of 3 periods (early, middle and late).

In a word, the blue and white of China reached its zenith during the
Ming dynasty whose wares carried forward those of Yuan in firing tech-
nique and decorative art, and had far-reaching influence on the manu-

facture of the porcelain in the following periods.
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k. #XHIE

(1368-1402)
Blue and White in the Hongwu and
Jianwen Reigns
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AR, BHEANMGEL LR ARK, 19945 F AR & TRAT S5
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E, BAFAEBLOHEERL S LAOARE, BAAEEL LEBE,
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ALK B I AR,

The Hongwu wares are characterized by a vigorous, simple and elegant style,

obviously displaying features of the transitional period from Yuan to Ming.



Blue and white cup-stand with design of chrysanthemum
E2.5EK, SMRI9.5K, NCHRLLIK, i 4

L FAEME A4 RAE - Mkt
scrolls, Hongwu period, Ming Dynasty
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KR HEEHIE

(1403-1435)
Blue and White in the
Yongle and Xuande Reigns

REFRGEARAI TP RAF LT . IR T #2800, L+E
FARRL EREI AN,
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The blue and white underwent the most splendid development in the the Yongle and
Xuande reigns, with a good deal of new typed created. Yongle wares went out of the
transitional features and presented a style of delicate beauty. Xuande wares were
famed for their fine body, brilliant color and various shapes. Both of them played a
significant place in the development of Chinese ceramics, and praised highly by the

later generations.
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