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First Charter of Virginia

All of the attempts by English adventurers to establish colonies in America during the
sixteenth century failed , usually because of a lack of capital. However, interest in
such ventures continued unabated , and the Croun, concerned to further the cause of
Protestantism as well as to increase Britain’s trade , determined to lend more active
support. Reports of several exploratory expeditions in the early 1600s led two groups of
merchants to petition the Croun in 1605 for a patent to Virginia—to the territory
extending from South Carolina to Maine and “ from sea to sea.” The Charter of Virginia
was issued jointly to the two companies, the London and the Plymouth, on April 10, 1606.
The Plymouth Company’s venture on the Maine coast was not successful , but the London
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permanent English colony in America at Jamestown , Virginia.

JAMES, BY THE GRACEOF GoD, King of
England, Scotland, France, and Ireland,
Defender of the Faith, etc. : Whereas Our
loving and well-disposed subjects, Sir
Thomas Gates, and Sir George Somers,
Knights, Richard Hackluit, Clerk, Preb-
endary of Westminister, and Edward-
Maria Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, and
Ralegh Gilbert, Esquires William Parker,
and George Popham, Gentlemen, and di-
verse others of Our loving subjects, have
been humble suitors unto Us, that We
would vouchsafe unto them Our license,
to make habitation, pla-ntation. and to de-
duce a colony of sundry of Our people into
that part of America commonly called Vir-
ginia, and other parts and territories in

America, either appertaining unto Us, or
which are not now actually possessed by
any Christian prince or people, situate,
lying, and being all along the seacoasts,
between 34° of northerly latitude from the
equinoctial line, and 45° of the same lati-
tude, and in the mainland between the
same 34° and 45°, and the islands there-
unto adjacent or with in 100 miles of the
coast thereof;

And to that end, and for the more
speedy accomplishment of their said in-
tended plantation and habitation there, are
desirous to divide themselves into two sev-
eral colonies and companies; the one con-
sisting of certain knights, gentlemen,
merchants, and other
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The Mayflower Compact

The voyagers on the Mayflower were carried by wind and wave to a point—uwithin the
curve of the present Cape Cod—that was north of the Virginia Company's jurisdiction.
Finding themselves thus outside the authority of their original patent, and hoping to
arrest mutinous talk among some of the passengers, a compact was draun up and signed
by forty-one men aboard the ship , on November 11, 1620. By the terms of this, the
so-called May flower Compact , the Pilgrims agreed to govern themselves until they could
arrange for a charter of their oun; theywere never able to arrange for such a charter,
and the Compact remained in force until their colony at Plymouth was absorbed in
that of Massachusetts Bay in 1691. In fact, however, the Virginia. Charter had been
amended earlier in 1620 so as to allow for greater local autonomy, and had the Pilgrims
landed at their original destination, they could still have formed their oun government
as long as it was consonant with the laws of England. The original Compact has been
lost, and historians are forced to rely for its wording on Mourt’s Relation (1622), which
is the earliest source of the text reprinted here.

Source: The Journal of the Pilgrims at Plymouth in New England , in 1620, etc. , etc. ,
George B Cheever, ed. , 2nd edition, New York, 1849, pp. 30—31.

THIS DAY, before we came to harbor, ob- should combine together in one body, and
serving some not well affected to unity and to submit to such government and gover-
concord, but gave some appearance of fac- nors as we should by common consent
tion, it was thought good there should be agree to make and choose, and set our
an association and agreement that we hands to this that follows word for word.

In the name of God, Amen. We whose better ordering and preservation and
names are underwritten, the loyal sub- furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and
jects of our dread sovereign lord, King by virtue hereof to enact, constitute,
James, by the grace of God, of Great and frame such just and equal laws, or-
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, dinances, acts, constitutions, offices
Defender of the Faith, etc. from time to time as shall be thought

Having undertaken for the glory of most meet and convenient for the gener-
God, and advancement of the Christian al good of the colony; unto which we
faith and honor of our king and coun- promise all due submission and obedi-
try, a voyage to plant the first colony in ence. In witness whereof we have here-
the northern parts of Virginia, do by under subscribed our names, Cape Cod,
these present, solemnly and mutually, 11th of November, in the year of the reign
in the presence of God and one of an- of our sovereign lord, King James, of
other, covenant and combine ourselves England, France, and Ireland 18, and of
together into a civil body politic, for our Scotland 54. Anno Domini 1620.
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