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Preface

Along with other ancient civilizations, the Chinese pursued and developed geo-—
graphic knowledge. They developed their mapping skills more or less concurrently with
that of the West. In 1977, a map carved in a copperplate and dating from about 400 BC
was unearthed in a mausoleum in China's Hebei province. It is one of the earliest
surviving map specimens in the world. During Europe's Dark Ages, Chinese cartogra—
phy progressed. After the introduction of the geographical coordinate in cartography in
the West, however, European mapmaking skills surpassed Chinese. In the 16th century,
Jesuit missionaries such as Matteo Ricci (1552-1610) arrived in China and introduced
advanced European mapping techniques. In 1708, the Kangxi Emperor (1654—1722)
invited Jesuit missionaries J. Bouvet (1656—1730), P.P. Jartoux (1668—1720), and J. B.
Regis to survey and draw The Atlas of China in the Kangxi Reign (Huang Yu Quan
Lan Tu). This atlas, because of its use of geographical coordinate and projection,
represented the most advanced level at that time.

The Shanghai Library owns 8,700 maps published before 1949, including more than
1,000 foreign language maps. The collection is derived mainly from the following four
sources:

1. The North China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society Library, which was
established in 1858 by the English missionary Alexander Wylie.

2. The Hongying Library

3. The Shanghai Historical Documents Library

4. Donations from private collections

The first three libraries above merged to become the current Shanghai Library.

Old maps are not only antiques themselves but also documents that preserve an area
or country's history, topography, and cultural features. Maps of specific regions in
different periods, when read chronologically, are important historical documents.

This album contains 66 maps of Shanghai from the middle of Qing dynasty (1644—
1911) to the beginning of the People's Republic of China (est. 1949). Each map is
presented with corresponding photographs. We hope that this album will reflect various
perspectives of Shanghai during the past 150 years.
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PlanoftheChineseCityandFrenchConcession

Publishedin1910,
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New Plan of Chinese City
Published in 1898, In the late 19th century, all of the maps of Shanghai published in China had foreign countries' flags in the margins. Scale was first adopted.
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