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At the suggestion of various publishers and presses

of the capital and other places in the country the

will come off the press one after another.
This is an aftempt of China’s press circle to give more pub-
lication to the foreign friends of China and a worthy begin-
ning at that. On that | would like to express my sincere
congratulations.

A look at China’s modern history and you will find nu-
merous foreign friends who at different periods of histo-
ry gave their support o the just and progressive cause of
the Chinese people. Some of them disregarding their
personal safety threw themselves into the revolutionary
current of the Chinese people some ventured to actively
support and participate in the heroic struggle of the Chi-
nese people against foreign invaders some searching
after truth filed unbiased reports of the actual situation in
China thus succeeding in enlisting the sympathy and aid
of the world for the Chinese people others worked thier



hearts out and devoted selflessly the best part of their
lives to the Chinese people. Since the founding of New
China  many more friends have come to work for China’s
four modernizations and reform and opening to the out-
side world and contribute their knowledge and wisdom.
Many of them have made great contributions to China’s
revolution and construction and some have even laid
down their lives for the cause. Like a group of glittering
stars they are forever sending out brilliant light in the
cause of liberation of the Chinese people.

They are the worthy sons and daughters and out-
standing representatives of the peoples of the world. In
spite of difference in nationality colour language and
profession and in views as a result of different environ-
ments they have one thing in common they all sympa-
thize with and love the Chinese people regard the cause
of the Chinese people as their own and feel honoured to
be able to make contributions to the cause. The Chinese
people are proud of having so many foreign friends their
deep friendship and selfless internationalist spirit  like
sunshine and dew provide a motive force for us in our
onward march.

Among these friends many left behind their own
works including autobiographies diaries and letters. A
number of Chinese and foreign writers and scholars who
are friends and relatives of those foreign friends of China



also wrote about them in biographies or reminis- cences.
These works mostly record their experiences in China and
vivid moving episodes in their lives embody their lofty
qualities and sentiments reflect the deep friendship and
expectation of the people of their countries towards the
Chinese people and record China’s political economic

cultural and social situation and the epic achievements of
the Chinese people and their leaders in their search for
national liberation and human progress. Some of these
works have been universally recognized as required read-
ings for understanding China’s modern history. Undoubt-
edly this is the invaluable treasure left us by these for-

eign friends.
In China these works were warmly received among
the broad readership. In the s and s large

numbers of Chinese youth having read some of these
works embarked on the road of national liberation and
revolution. After the founding of New China these works
have inspired millions of Chinese people to strive for the
building of socialism. However some of these works

with the passage of time have been lost or out of print
and many more have not been translated into Chinese
and are unknown to the Chinese readers. A number of
foreign friends did not leave behind any works but many
stories about them are widely circulated. And those who
are living and in good health but are getting on for vener-



able age still have a lot of materials in their hands badly
in need of sorting out and collating. Therefore explora-
tion and collation of all this valuable information and edi-
ting and publishing of these works are not only necessary
but absolutely pressing.

With such a sense of responsibility and urgency the
directors of related publishing houses the editors-in-chief
and deputy editors-in-chief and a number of Chinese and
foreign experts came together and formed the editorial
board of . The purpose of the
board is to make arrangements for the editing publica-
tion and distribution of the series in a planned and step-
by-step way. The series will focus on the biographies of
foreign friends and will also include some of their repre-
sentative works. Apart from Chinese works a number of
works in foreign languages will also be published. | hope
that the editorial board will maintain close contact with the
writers translators Chinese and foreign friends and the
broad masses of readers listen to their opinions and
suggestions so as to pool the wisdom of the masses ex-
plore new possibilities decide on the titles ensure the
quality of publication and provide the readers with more
works about foreign friends of China.

The Chinese people currently are exerting them-
selves for the building of the socialist country with Chinese
characteristics. The editing and publication of works of



foreign friends of China the bringing to light of their bril-
liant achievements and the carrying forward of their lofty
qualities and spirit of devotion are not only a kind of com-
memoration of and consolation fo foreign friends an in-
spiration to friends abroad but have a significant role to
play in enlightening the Chinese people and the broad
masses of Chinese youth in particular. | believe that when
our younger generation come to know the love these
forelgn friends hold towards China and the Chinese peo-
ple their patriotic enthusiasm will be greatly inspired and
their determination to serve the people will be more reso-
lute. When they read about the accounts in the works of
the hard and glorious course of the Chinese revolution
they will treasure more the fruits of blood and sweat of
the older generations of revolutionaries and carry forward
more conscien- tiously the revolutionary tradition of hard
struggle and industrious work. The internationalist spirit of
selfless devotion of the foreign friends will certainly help
the younger generation open the eyes cultivate lofty sen-
timents establish lofty ideals and associate themselves
with the beloved motherland and the vast world.
| believe that the publication of the

is also an expression of infinite gratitude and per-
petual remembrance which we have long cherished for
these foreign friends. Without their support there would
not be such great achievements for the cause of revolu-



tion and construction of the Chinese people.

May the great spirit of the foreign friends shine forev-
er May the grand friendship between the Chinese people
and the people of the world last forever

September
Translated by Mei Renyi






