


Foreword

This book that has been written about my father’s life is a great tribute
to the Bush family and to my father’s good name. He has been a champion
for building bridges of understanding between nations and has been particu-
larly interested in developing closer ties with the Chinese people. There is a
mutual respect and affection that has developed that has served our two
nations well over the past 32 years and has helped to build a platform for
close ties well into the 21* century.

My father’s life has been a model of service. Hopefully by reading this
book others will be moved in small or large ways to serve others in their own
lives. My father’s legacy will be far reaching. A hallmark of this legacy will
be the leadership he has demonstrated in improving relations with countries
in Asia, in particular with the People’s Republic of China. His knowledge of
Asia began during World War II as an eighteen year old Navy pilot. He
heroically fought the Japanese in the South Pacific and became all too aware
of the horror of war and of the nuances of Asian geopolitics. Later he would
serve the United States in various capacities including UN Ambassador. It
was during his tenure in the early 1970s that the People’s Republic of China
was admitted into the United Nations and that he was able to establish his
first contact and friendships with Chinese officials.

The first time my brothers and sister and I were invited to China was to
visit our parents in the summer of 1975 when Dad was serving as the “bicyc-
ling Ambassador 7. Those were fascinating times. While the Chinese
economy and conditions for freedom have advanced significantly, the spirit of

kindness has not changed. Our family would ride our bikes in a sea of



bikers from the ambassador’s residence to Tiananmen Square or other desti-
nations in Beijing. Many Chinese had not seen long nosed westerners before
and couldn’t help but stare. We probably caused lots of accidents as people
looked at us and didn’t mind where they were going. There was an innocent
curiosity in their stares, a kindness that exuded from everyone we met.
Since that summer of 1975 I have been to China more than thirty times.
That sense of friendliness and connection still exists and the warmth of our
friendship has grown.

As Vice President and President of the United States of America my
father dedicated himself to building a strong bilateral relationship with The
People’s Republic of China. His frequent visits to China and meeting with
Chinese delegations in the USA has moved his friendship towards the Chi-
nese people closer and closer. My father has often said that the US — China
relationship is the most important bilateral relationship for the United States
going forward. That he has spent many years of his public life in promoting
better understanding, closer cooperation, and mutually beneficial policies
will be a legacy that carries on for years to come.

Please accept our family’s gratitude for publishing this volume that
describes the life of a great man. May it serve to bring our countries closer.

With warm best wishes,

Neil Bush
June 28, 2007
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