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Preface

I have deep affection towards the city
gates of old Beijing just the same with the
editor of this album Mr. Fu Gongyue.
Especially I saw with my own eyes how
the city gates and walls were dismentled
since 1953 and fought for vantage point in
taking pictures of some gates. The plan of
old Beijing city is an exquisite masterpiece
in the history of capital architecture. It is an
important contribution to preserve the

images of indicative structures of old city
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gates. We can recall past civilizations most
clearly through the realism of their
photographs. In this album the reality of
old city gates of Beijing are recorded, and
the reader can easily emerge with a
knowledge of the greatest Chinese
treasures.

At the same time within this handsome
album is a key to understand the long road
that China, one of the great powers of the

ancient and the modern world, has traveled
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in its dramatic history, for it also provides a
vibrant and exciting record of lives,
activities and social customs of the Chinese
people of their times. This is a book which
will be picked up and enjoyed for many

years to come.

Luo Zhewen
12 Aug.,2001
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Preface

Beijing is an ancient city and its history can
at least be traced back to the generations of the
"Peking Man" of Zhoukoudian who had created
civilizations of human being 500,000 years
ago.Beijing became the capital known as Ji of the
state of Yan during the Zhou Dynasty over 3,000
years ago.The Liao and Jin authorities had made
the city a second capital in succession.Thousand
years ago after conquering the Jin the Yuan
Dynasty made Beijing its capital,calling it
Dadu.At present some relics of Dadu city walls
built by rammed earth could be found on the
outskirts of Beijing.

Rather than being developed,the Dadu was
constructed from the level ground to the east of
old city in a planned way.The two later

dynasties,Ming and Qing.,both had Beijing as
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their capital and changed its name into
Beijing,and considerable reconstruction and
repairs have been under gone.By"the old city
gates of Beijing"described in this book we mean
city gates,city walls,corner towers of walls and
moat during the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

The layout of Beijing in Ming and Qing
Dynasties was characterized by with the Purple
Forbidden City (Palace City)as its core enclosed
with the Imperial City .Inner City and Outer City.
Meantime an axile line composed of a series of
important buildings was running south and north
and flanked by other important structures
distributed symmetrically. The 7.5km axile line is
with Yongdingmen Gate as its southern most end
and Bell Tower its northern most end.Since 1901

many gates and sections of walls were dismantled
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for conveniencing the traffic.Up to now except
the complete Purple Forbidden City only a few
bits of old gate towers and city walls still
remain.Among them are Embrasured Tower of
Zhenyangmen Gate,Embrasured Tower of
Deshengmen Gate and southeastern Corner
Tower of Inner City.

The old city gates and city walls of Beijing
deserve to be mentioned and studied exactly as
bronze wares and other rare antiques.So we now
present this picture album containing precious
photographs which we carefully collected in past
year that readers can see their appearances
memmory of which we cherish still in
unfogetting affection.

Fu Gongyue
Aug., 2001
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The map of the old city gates of Beijing
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1 The City Gates

The ancient city gates were not only the exits and entrances of cities but the defense
installations.In reality city gates were a system of a series of defense buildings,including
generally the gate tower,enclosure.embrasured tower and lock tower.Sited on the city wall
with a gate the 1-3-storeyed gate tower is the last line of the system.in front of it located a
small castle calling enclosure on which is a 1-4-storeyed embrasured tower with tens shooting
windows.Sited on the enclosure two-storeyed lock tower likes a small enbrasured tower and

on its three sides were also opened shooting windows.
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