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“Ancient Charm of Famous Cities” Serial Books are big volumes
about ancient Chinese architecture in brand new angles. For
readers, Chinese or foreign, they serve as a road map of cultural
and historical tours, pleasant photography collections, instrumental
in-hands, and empirical references on ancient architecture.
Ancient architecture is one of the most magnificent and most
beautiful parts in Chinese cultural legacies, and have come to be
extremely precious and rare, after thousands of years of being
weather-beaten, surviving out of historical changes, and remaining
despite destructions by wars and fires.

“Ancient Charm of Famous Cities” Serial Books are dedicated to
demonstrate the intersections of historical cultures and ancient
architecture, and to search for their social, historical, philosophical
and cultural origins.

As with the rapid development of Chinese urban construction and
booming nationwide tourism, architectural culture has become a
fashion, while more and more people tend to understand the
environment around their own existence and history of Chinese
ancient architecture.

The Author of this book has lifelong been devoted to the ancient
architecture researches, and has compiled this special collection
of thousands of ancient architect photos which he has taken, in
hope of drawing more and more attentions to take care of and
protect the historical cultural legacies.
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. Chinese ancient architecture mostly appears in

architectural groups, of imposing momentum and
tremendous scale. Paifang (Gateways) as single-body
buildings play a very important role in architectural layouts
and planning, demonstrating major Chinese ancient
architectural features. China Encyclopedia defines the
“Paifang” (Gateway) as: “Paifang, also called Pailou, is a
form of architecture consisting of only a single row of
erecting pillars, simple and delicate, and intended to
demarcate or control spaces.” With simple and delicate
approaches, Gateways form an independent category
of architecture, and developing a school of its own.
Paifang originates from ancient Chinese Zhuogi, a kind
of architects used as standards and flags to honor people
or events. “History of New Five Dynasties Biography of
Lizi” stated: “Paifang erects on the fittest point of land,
higher than the gate, the gate confronted with Zhuogi,
building platforms on each side, high 1 zhang 2 chi, wide
and narrow, rectangular and cubic, front lump whitened
and four angles reddened, so as to make clear for the
evils, to be horrified in heart and changed in behavior.”
Paifang is a kind of traditional Chinese single-body
architecture, called Pailou when built with storied attic
buildings, and called Paifang when without any stories.
Paifang is usually decorated with 5-colored paintings,
stretching eaves, and matching arches, so called Pailou
as well. It is a kind of gateway-styled monumental
buildings, structured with wood logs, bricks, stones, and
ceramic tiles, decorated with delicate sculptures, colored
paintings and handwritings. It used to erect in front of
temples, tombs, clan halls, ministerial offices, bridges,
gardens, street intersections or big shops. Some of the
Paifangs is handwritten with couplets to appraise,
memorize, teach and demarcate.

Paifang as a form of architecture has been built all through
the long feudal dynasties, like fixed music concertos
imbedded with ancient Chinese architectural art and
human spirit.

Dear readers, join us in this special tour, and share the
charm with this book.
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Located inside the Tian Tan (The Temple of Heaven) LK ORENEMN S5,
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.j Park, Chongwen District, Tian Tan was built in Ming
Dynasty Yongle the [8th year (A.D. 1420).

[0 Totally 24 gateways, six respectively at East, West, South

and North, doubly standing in rectangles, with 2 pillars,
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A REVIEW OF GATEWAYS

,———--———————_————_n—nm\

In front of ancient Beijing street ends, parks, tombs, temples, bridge
piers, and shops, there exist many gateways, paifang and pailou,

4 ; . There are many gateways in Beijing, different in styles. According to |

i incomplete statistics, the total number is more than three hundreds, and

the existing forms include three kinds: paifang, pailou, and the |

combinations between the two, In terms of construction materials, they |

Ei?‘ can be different being built with stone, wood, ceramic, or the mixtures. |
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demonstrating the charm of ancient Chinese architecture.
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