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'FOREWORD

Beijing, one of the famous historic and cultural
cities of China. is also one of the most magnificent
cultural miracles in the history of the world’s
civilization. Not to speak of the world—famous
Tian'anmen, the resplendent and magnificent For
mer Imperial Palace and the imposing Great Wall,
even those unattractive Hutongs (lanes) arouse
much reveries and it takes a lot of learning to
explore into their developments.

At first glance, all Hutongs in Beijing are
formed by lining buildings with gray walls and gray
tiles. But in fact, it is not so simple. Spend some
time wandering through some of them and chat
with those old inhabitants, then you will find that
every and each Hutong has something to be talked
about. They all have their respective stories which
tell about their legendary vicissitudes from which
you can learn much interesting episodes and
anecdotes.

Hutongs of Beijing are decidedly not only the
veins of the city and the thoroughfares for traffics,
but also the site where common people live, and
the important arena of the historic and cultural
the Capital.

Marking the historical vicissitudes and features of

developments and evolutions of
different stages, and containing rich cultural flavour,
they are like museums of folk customs and popular
charms, and preserve the stamped brands fo
people’s social life. When wandering in the city,
you will find scenic spots and historic sites almost

scattering everywhere among Hutongs and think,

A HES )

Dong Ji Xiang Hutong

careful that they are like an

after

savouring,
encyclopaedia about Beijing. In many Hutongs, you
can find pieces of bricks and tiles which are several
hundred years old. According to historical records,
the name "Hutong” had been written, between
Yuan and Qing Dynasties, in more than a dozen of
forms (such as "Hongtong”, "Huolong”, "Huotuan”,
"Huoxiang”, "Huohong", "Hudong”, etc.)
formed,
developed and evolved after the changes of the
form of the city. About 500000 years ago, primitive
men began to reside in a natural grottoe on the site.
About 10000—-4000/5000 years ago. primitive clan
commune appeared and people began to live in

Hutong of Beijing had changed,

simply constructed houses. In 1045 B. C. (which
was over 3000 years ago). the site became the
capital of ancient Yan (a state under the slave—
owning system), and was called the City of Ji. It
was a city with city walls built with rammed earth.
By the Warring States Period, as distinctly recorded
by the widely spread « Rites of Zhou-Technical
Standards» (Zhou Li: Kao Gong Ji): "Craftsmen
constructed the Capital with surrouding wall 9 li in
circumference, and 3 gates were open on the wall.
The city was divided by 9 longitudinal lines and 9
latitudinal lines, and the longitudinal roads were 72
chi wide. Imperial Household Shrine was on the
left and Shrine of the God of Earth on the right. In
front was the imperial court and marketing place
Such

attentions were paid

was behind"”. records indicate that much

to the system of urban
11



constructions, and even the layout of the streets in
the city were also clearly set. In the ensuing over
2000 years, including the reigns of Qin, Han, Three
Kingdoms, Western and Eastern Jin, Southern and
Northern Dynasties, Sui, Tang, Five Dynasties and
Song., the place had always been a place of
strategic importance in the north. In the first years
of the 10th century A. D, the newly founded Liao
Dynasty set the place as its secondary capital and
renamed it Nanjing, or Yanjing. In the 12th century,
Jin Dynasty made the place its capital and renamed
it Zhongdu. In those days, the streets in the city
were called by such names as Fang. Jie, Dao and
Xiang, rather than Hutong.

in 1276, Yuan Dynasty had a large capital
"puilt,
according to the principles set by € Zhou Li» , on a

which was laid out "like a chessboard
site northeast to Zhongdu which had been de-
stroyed by wars. An imperial edict was promulgated
1285, that”

inhabitants of the city who wish to move into the

on February, saying Among old
Capital, those who are rich or in high positions will
be given priority. 8 mu of land are taken as the
standard. Those possessing more than the standard
amount of land. or those being unable to build
houses, are not allowed to take the chance. Then,
common people can build their houses and reside
there. Nobles, and officials who made meritorious
contributions, are all granted fand to construct their
residences.” Thus, bureaucrats and nobles of Yuan
Dynasty built residences with courtyards in Dadu
according to the regulation. Neighboring houses
made up lines and rows of residences. For the
purposes of daylighting and ventilating, as well as
to leaf out passages for entrances and exits,
Hutongs, streets and roads were gradually formed.
As recorded in € Xi Jin Zhi» which was published
in the last years of the reign of Yuan, "The layout
system of Dadu consists in Jing (south—north
and Wei
streets are 24 bu in width, and small ones 12 bu.
There are 384 Huo Xiang and 29 Hong Tong. The
term Hong Tong is from dialect.” Then, Dadu was
Khan,
Shizu of Yuan Dynasty, the dialect undoubtedly

oriented) (east—west oriented). Large

under the jurisdiction of Kublai Emperor

14

referred to Mongolian. Hong Tong meant "“water

12

well”. People could live only where there wells
were dug. The term Hutong appeared repeatedly in
verses of then prevailing operas. A line in the aria of
« Guan Yu Going to the Banquet with His Broad
Sword»
Hutong” Names became more exact in a line of
& At Shamen lIsland Zhang Yu Set Fire to the

Sea® (an opera written by Li Haogu), which reads

reads "Going to fight through a bloody

"Find me at the shop in Zhuan Ta Hutong, Yang
Jiao Market” These show that Hutongs of Beijing
were formed in the setup of the City of Dadu of
just 29
Hutongs in Dadu because it was clearly regulated

Yuan Dynasty. However, there were
that Hutongs were passages with a width under
9.24 metres, while those with a width up to 18
metres were called Xiao Jie and those up to 36
metres Dajie.

In 1403, Zhu Di, Prince Yan of Ming Dynasty,
He had the name of Dadu

changed into Beijing. Beginning to appear 589

became emperor.
years ago, the name Beijing came out over-
—100~—vyear later than the appearance of the term
Hutong. Then, large—scale construction projects
began in the city of Beijing. The city walls built by
rammed earth were all surfaced by large bricks. The
outer large city surrouded the imperial c¢ity which
surrounded the Purple Forbidden City (Present—day
Former Imperial City). Purple Forbidden City was
located at the centre of the capital, Huangji Hall
(present—day Taihe Hall) stood at the centre of
Purple Forbidden City and the imperial throne was
set at the centre of Huangji Hall. An invisible line,
the 16-li—long axle, starting from Bell and Drum
Towers in the north and reaching Qianmen Tower
in the south (stretching to Yongdingmen later on),
passed over the throne. The axle line had been the
base of constructional layout of the whole Beijing
city. All constructions in the city were set neatly
and symmetrically on either sides of the line. Street
and Hutongs lined on either sides symmetrically or
in parallel orientation. Such a layout symbolized the
conception of attaching great importance to emper-
ors. imperial authorities, rites, culture and of
following the undertakings of ancestors. The con-
struction project of Beijing was completed in 1420,

and Emperor Chengzu of Ming Dynasty formally

moved the capital to Beijing. A ring of outer wall
was then built to the south of the city, thus Beijing
was divided into the inner and outer cities, and the
"y formed city of Beijing was fundamentally fixed.
The area of the city was about 62km?*. There were 9
gates on the inner city walls, and 7 on outer ones.
According to € A Collection of Fangs. Xiangs and
Hutongs in the b Districts of the Capital) . there
(including 711
Xiangs, and 459 Hutongs) at that time.

were 1170 passages Jies and

After setting its capital in Beijing, the Qing
authority had kept the city of Beijing intact, just
making small—scale re—buildings or renovations at
times on the Purple Forbidden City and the imperial
city. But as Qing was a dynasty established by
Manchurian aristocrats who were the offsprings of
the Nizhen nationality, an unprecedented and
unrepeatable system of separative residing between
the Han nationality and bannermen had been
strictly undertaken. People of the Han nationality,
who formerly resided in the inner city were all
moved to the outer city, prompting the develop-
ment of the comparatively desolated outer city.
Rows and lines of new houses with courtyards
were built by people who moved to the outer city,
so that new Hutongs of different sizes and lengths,
standardized or not, appeared. The regulation from
Yuan Dynasty that the width of Hutongs was
fimited to 9.24 metres had become vague gradually.
Though "the setup from Yuan and Ming Dynasties
had generally been kept”, the distinction between
Jie/Xiang and Hutong had already become blurred. -
The number of the passages totaled 2077.

The Revolution of 1911 concluded the feudal
ruling of Qing Dynasty. In the first years of the
Republic of China, Beijing was the capital of the
newly founded country. In 1928. KMT Government
in Nanjng had Beijing turned into Special Municip-
al of Beiping. In the past, the east—west major
traffic line had been blocked up by the imperial city
locating at the central area. People had to go by a
roundabout route through Qipan Jie to the south of
Tian’anmen Square, or passing Di’anmen in the
north, when they wanted to go from the east city to
the west, or vice versa. People could go passing
east and west Chang’an Boulevard only after
Purple Forbidden City was open to the public in



the beginning stage of the Republic of China. Then,
a long latitudinal traffic line which linked up the
gastern and western parts of Beijing and per-
pendicularly intersected the vertical central axle
came into existence. The point of intersection
locating at the front of Tian’anmen formed a large
gross coordinate which became the centre of
out—spreading passages. Several new trunk lines
were open up or newly built, speeding up the
development of Hutongs. By the 1940s. the
number of passages in Beijing amounted to over
3200.

However, actual changes of the appearance of
Hutongs occurred only after Liberation. In 1949,
the name Beiping was changed to Beijing, the city
has become the Capital of the People’s Republic of
China, earth—shaking changes have taken place in
the famous historic cultural city ever since, and the
appearances of urbanic constructions changed day
by day. By the middle stage of the 1980s, the total
area of the city has come to 24 times over that of
old Beijing. The completed urban area amounts to
over 4 times as compared to that at the beginning
stage of Liberation. The area of newly built houses
equals to that of 5 old Beijing. Thus, the number of
Hutongs has been doubled. The number of pas-
sages now amounts to 6104, among which 1316
are called by the term Hutong., and the environ-
ments have become clean, tidy and graceful. What
is more important is that the connotations of
Hutongs have become wider as the old city walls
are gradually removed. Innumerous high buildings
and residential areas have been completed, while
reformations of old streets and small Hutongs are
under way at the same time. Though preserving old
names, many Hutongs present new appearances.
Dangerous one—storeyed houses in many Hutongs
have long been changed to apartment houses.
Typical cases include Ju’er Hutong in east city,
storeyed residential buildings in the form of a
guadrangle, and many other. In all these places, not
only residential conditions are fundamentally impro-
ved, the traditional flavour of Beijing are also
well-preserved. In order to protect the attractions of
the ancient capital and to preserve traditional

features, over 20 Hutongs in urban district are
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appointed historic and cultural protection areas, -

such as Nan Luo Gu Xiang, Lanes NO.1 to No.8 to
the north of Xisi, and others, which are listed as
Protection Areas of Ouadranqle"One—storeved Hou-
ses. The chessboard setup of Hutongs in Beijing
farmed since Yuan Dynasty is now combining with
the circling and projecting layouts on the Erhuan,
Sanhuan and Sihuan Roads. The circling and
projecting layouts ‘are old and new at the same
time, and the appearances of the ancient capital are
set off by modern styles.

The formation and development of Hutongs
show traces of historical vicissitudes on their name,
and they reflect social inclinations. When a Hutong
is formed, people will assuredly give it a name.
When the name is accepted by the majority, and
prevails among the public, it exactly represents the
location of the Hutong in the city, and becomes the
necessary symbol for people’s intercourses, com-
munication and other exchanging activities. Such is
the practical indicative function of the names of
Hutongs. After Hutongs were formed in Yuan
Dynasty. their-names were just passed on orally by
people. Beginning from the Republic of China, they
were printed on boards which were hung separately

on ends of related Hutongs. Thus, many Hutongs
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Residential Building in Quadrangle
Style (Ju Er Hutong)
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were named separately by distinct imaginal sym-
bols. This also shows the dependability, straightfor-
wardness and wits of the people of Beijing. To take
some examples: A broader Hutong is called "Kuan
Jie"” (Broad Street) offhandedly; for a narrow one,
"Jia Dao” (Narrow Lane); for an oblique one, "Xie
Jie": Ba Dao Wan for a zigzagging one; "He Zi"
(Box) for a rectangular one; "Yi Chi Da Jie” (A
One—chi—long Street) for a short one; "Xia Wa Zi"
for a low—lying one: "Zhu Gan" (Bamboo Pole) for
a long and thin one; "Bian Dan” (Carrying Pole)
for a flat and long one; "Xiao La Ba" (Little Brass—
wind Instrument) for one broader at one end and
thinner at the other; and so on. In the past the
most outstanding symbols were those for city gates,
temples, monuments, railings, wells, rivers and
bridges. Hence the names of Xizhimennei Dajie,
Xizhimenwai Dajie, Qian Yuan En Si Hutong, Hou
Yuan En Si Hutong, Dongsi (Pailou), Xi Dan
(Pailou), Da Zha Lan (read as Da Shi Lar by old
residents of Beijing), Shui Jing Hutong, San Li He,
Yin Ding Qiao Hutong. and so forth. For small
Hutongs without outstanding symbols around but
possessing a certain number of trees, names like Liu
Shu Hutong, Zao Lin Hutong and Chun Shu
Hutong were given. To provide strangers with
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A Chui Hua Men (Decorated Gate) in
Dong Si Shi Tiao (The gate was
originally the inner gate of a quad
rangle. It became the main entrance of
a house after the lane was en\arged)'
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gonvenience in finding their. required Hutongs,
positional terms were frequently added to the
names, such as Dong Tan Gen Hutong, Xi Hong
Men Hutong, Nan Yue Yar Hutong, Bei Ban Bi
Hutong, Qian Bai Hu Hutong, Hou Ni Wa Hutong,
Zhong Mao Hutong, etc.

As the names of Hutongs are mostly given by
native people of Beijing who live there, a consider-
able amount of colloquial expressions are taken
separately in them, such as Bei Yinr Hutong, Qu
Dengr Hutong, Men Hu Lu Guanr Hutong. Tiao
Zhou Hutong, Yi Zi Hutong, Ga Ga Hutong, etc.
Many other present rich flavour of Beijing by the
suffixation of a nonsyllabic r in them, such as Luor
Hutong, Yar Hutong. Yur Hutong, Tur Hutong,
Maor Hutong., Penr Hutong. Jingr Hutong, and so
on.

Some names present fine aspirations by auspi-
cious wordings of "Xi” (Happy), "Fu"” (Fortune)
and "Shou" (Longevity), such as Xi Qing Hutong,
Xi Que Hutong, Fu Shun Hutong, Fu Sheng
Hutong, Shou Chang Hutong. Shou Yu Bai
Hutong. etc. Ping An Hutong, An Fu Hutong, Ji
Shi Kou Hutong, Yong Xiang Hutong and many
similar ones are also included. Names like Bai Hua
Shen Chu and Xing Hua Tian sound romantic,
while Gou Wei Ba (read as Gou Yi Ba by native
people of Beijing) Hutong and Yang Wei Ba (Yang
Yi Ba) Hutong are funny.

o [E]
Fu Qiang Hutong
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Names like Wen Cheng Xiang Hutong, Zhang
Zizhong Lu and Zhao Dengyu Lu are given to
commemorate national heroes, presenting people’s
admirations for them. As such, names of Hutongs
are decidedly not only given practical indicative
function. They also possess aesthétic function and
humane inclination,

Some names have been kept intact since they
were given in Yuan Dynasty, among which Zhuan
names have

Ta Hutong is exemplary. Over 30

existed since Ming Dynasty without much

changing, including Men Lou Hutong, Luor Hu
tong., Cui Hua Hutong, Rong Xian Hutong, Tou Fa
Hutong., Song Shu Hutong, Shi Jia Hutong, Deng
However,

Cao Hutong and others. many names

16

changed repeatedly following dynastic changes,
and at the most, 5 or 6 names had been given to a
Hutong at different times. For example. present—day
Cai Shi Kou Hutong outside Xuan Wu Men was
called Sheng Jiang H(m,)mg in Ming Dynasty. but
was spread erroneously into Shen Xian Hutong
during the reign of Qianlong in Qing Dynasty, and
again changed erroneously into Cheng Xiang
Hutong later on. Some Hutongs had originally a
vulgar name and changed gradually into refined
ones. For examples: L Shi Hutong was changed
gradually into Li Shi Hutong., Hou Wei Ba Hutong
into Hou Wei Hutong, Ji Zhua Hutong inta Ji Zhao
Hutong., Shou Rou Hutong into Shou Liu Hutong,

Shi Ke Lang Hutong into Shi Ke Liang Hutong,

Chou Pi Hutong into Shou Bi Hutong, Niu Xue
Hutong into Liu Xue Hutong, and so on, Such a
way of change Was widely adopted in vicissitudes
These are

of Hutongs. fundamentally  all

homonymic changes—homonymous characters
with auspicious meanings take the places of ones
with vulgar meanings. These changed words are
easily acknowledged and accepted by inhabitants
in the related Hutongs, and can be spread smoothly
all over the city. Forced names without being
acknowledged by the people can not exist long.
During the "Great Cultural Revolution” and under
the influence of the ultra="Left"” trend of thoughts,
some term with evident slogan styles were forcibly
names of such as: Dai Jia

put into Hutongs
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