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The Rural North Chi na Soci ety i n the Transfornati on Peri od

ABSTRACT
Zheng Q dong

Since the nodern tines, great changes had taken pl ace i n the rural North China
soci ety. Acconpani ed by i ncessant pol i ti cal and econoni ¢ upheaval s, the rural North
Chi na soci ety entered the transfornati on peri od. Soci al changes were stri kes agai nst
each other of tradi ti on and noderni ty. The | ate Q ng governnent wanted to nake use
of the tradi tional statecrafts to avert the doomof the dynasty. |t put Baoji a and
Tuanl i an i nto practi ce, whi ch becane the nost i nportant governnent affai rsin rural
North China in the |ate nineteenth century. But the only achi evenent was the
preparati on for the boxers (Al ot of Baoji as and Tuanl i ans | ater netanorphosed i nto
the boxers).

I n the early twenti eth century, the | ate Q ng governnent started state naki ng i n
rural North China and built the political power at the prinmary level in the
countrysi de, to mai ntai n and strengthen i ts rul e. But thi ngs do not turn out as one
w shes, the efforts bui | di ng a modern state turned out to be the expansi on of gentry
povwer and the weakeni ng of state power. Later, the governnent of the northern
warl ords swal | oned the bi tter fruit in the same way.

The nati onal i st governnment | earned the | essons fromi ts predecessors and tri ed
to restrai n the gentry power. But under the condi ti ons of the peasant novenent, not
only didit give up the fi xed policy, but al soit conpronised w th the gentry power

fi ghti ng agai nst the peasant novenent in col | usi on. The resul t was the fai | ure of



state naki ng.

The course of state naki ng was one that renol ded the autononous organi zati ons of
the peasants. The nati onal i st governnent tri ed to bri ng the peasant autononous and
sel f—defend organi zati ons w thin the orbi t of state naki ng. Neverthel ess, those
efforts were in vain. Hrstly, sone of those organi zati ons were still under the
control of the gentry, secondy, sone of them under the heavier |land tax and
corvée , netanorphosed i nto organi zati ons “| ooki ng for rent”.

Conpared w th the | ate Q ng governnent and the governnent of the northernwarl ords,
the nati onal i st governnent achi eved songe fruits in grain | evy and tax col | ecti on
systemreform

The transformati on i n the rural North Chi na soci ety was omi beari ng. Econom c
transfornati on and political transfornati on were devel opi ng synchronously. The
currency i n rural North Chi na had experi enced the course fromhard to soft, and the
fi nanci al organi zati ons, from pawn busi nesses to banks and cooperati ve credi ts.

The prices inrural North Chi nawere deepl y affected by the i nternati onal narket.
The undul ati ons of the silver prices and the i npact of the worl d econonmic crisis
nade the prices in rural North Chi na up and down over a | ong peri od of tine, which
shows that rural North China had got invol ved i n the worl d econony

Wether the agri cul ture i n North Chi na had devel oped and the i vi ng standard of
the peasants had been raised is still a dilemma for Chi nese and forei gn schol ars.

Thi s book, through posi ti ve research, considers that the agricul ture i n North
Chi na had devel oped and the |i vi ng of the peasants i nproved nore or | ess. A though
the devel opnent and i nprovenent were still very |inited and coul d not change the
backwardness of the agri cul ture and the living, it shows that the transfornati on
of econony and the transfornati on of soci ety were synchronous.

I'n brief, transfornati on was the nai n characteri sti c of the rural North Chi na
soci ety. At that tine, social changes and vi ci ssi tudes were unceasi ng everywhere
in rura North China. Gradual changes set off sudden changes and great changes
fol | oned ni nor changes. | nthe end, rural North Chi nawel coned i ts trenendous change,

the vi ctory of the new-denocrati ¢ revol uti on.
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