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Preface

Preface

In modern economic activities, logistics industry as well as the services
it offered has difference in nature to the traditional supplying activities or
that the production departments and circulation departments have dealt with,
although supplying activities have existed since the beginning of the ex-
change of goods. This difference lies in that intersected work segments in the
production and circulation activities, integrated by system engineering,
armed by IT, and not limited to a single enterprise, have been changed to
interrelated and holistically — operated professional activities, developing in-
to the sole subject of the supply chain administration in the context of the
whole industry chain. Modern logistics have been separated from the produc-
tion and circulation process gradually, and become a new professional eco-
nomic activity that engaged by self — governed economic organization, and a
new professional division, a new industry and a pillar of the national econo-
my .

The development of logistics has benefited from the reform and opening
— up policy. In June, 1979, the delegation from the 3™ International Logis-
tics Conference in Japan introduced the term of “logistics”to China the first
time, since then the relevant research and practice started. Modern logistics
in China have developed rapidly with the adoption of market economy and
China’s access into WTO. With the high regard of the national leaders, the
promotion of the governments, the active exploration of the enterprises, the
participation of the media and the entry of the international logistics corpora-
tions, logistics in China have appeared vital force, but plenty of problems
still exist. In this situation, it is very necessary to compile an annual report

of logistics development, which can reflect the logistics development situa-
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tion in time, wholly and correctly, and offer valuable data to government,
industry and enterprises. The past year’s logistics development being ana-
lyzed, a more appropriate plan can be made for the next year.

CFLP, the only national logistics organization, comes into existence in
2001. It is the earliest relevant association that works at the research of lo-
gistics, hence the CFLP’s duty to compile the annual report of Chinese lo-
gistics development. We entrust the writing of this report to Logistics Depart-
ment of Economy and Management School of Northern Jiaotong University .
The first draft being completed in half a year, after the experts’ judgment
and modification, this report has been accomplished eventually.

The report contains 13 chapters, covering systematically the macro
policy environment of logistics, infrastructure of logistics and the direction of
logistics technology, analyzing the general state of China logistics develop-
ment in 2001, as well as the state of industry, agriculture and commerce in
some provinces and cities. In this report, some proposals have been tabled
on the base of the research on the logistics development in future. Being a
new attempt and owing to thinkable difficulty in data collection, inadequacy,
errors and inaccuracy of data and viewpoint cannot be avoided in this book.
The logistics development of Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macao in 2001 should
also have been included in this report. But it will be supplemented in 2002.

“The Annual Report of China’s Logistics Development” (Red Paper)
will be compiled annually and published formally. It is the book that helps
people in economics, corporations, logistics, education and science. We

would appreciate if readers can point out flaws in the book and write to us.

China Federation of Logistics & Purchasing
June 26, 2002
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