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Preface
Chires Railways is a valuable Chinese-English bilingual
collection which introduces general data and information to
readers at home and abroad about the development of Chi-
nese railways. Chinese Railways was first published in
1986 and later revised and reprinted for three times.Dur-
ing the period of the 8th and 9th Five-Year Plans (1991
2000) , Chinese railways have realized great historic de-
velopment .This isits renewed and reset edition to revea
the brilliant achievements of Chinese railways .Mgor sta
tistical data given in this collection cover different histori-
ca periods and recent years and refer to the growth rates
and the developing speed of Chinese railways. I nformation
for the year of 2001 isasoincluded. This callection invites
you to gain an absolutely clear view of the development of
Chinese railways. For this reason, it has won close atten-
tion and warm welcome from different circles. This collec-
tion does not contain information for the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region, the Macao Special Administra-
tive Region and the Tawan Province.
Defidencies may not be passbly avoided due to our limita
tions. Comments and suggestions are wd come from readers.

China Rallway Sodety
Statisticd Center of the Ministry of Railways
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1 Genreral Description

There was only a tota length of 21, 810 km railways in
the whole country when the People s Republic of China
(PRC) was founded. The railways were small in the num-
ber of lines, irrational in distribution, miscellaneous in
standards and poor in quality.Of these railways only more
than 10,000 km tracks were managed to keep operation.

The founding of new China opened the prologue to the
construction of Chinese rallways. The year of 1950 saw the
start of the construction of the Chengdu-Chongaging Rail-
way and the Tianshui-Lanzhou Railway. The Laibin-M u-
nanguan ( Youyiguan) Section of the Zhuzhou-Liuzhou
Raillway and the Lanzhou-Urumgi Railway followed up-
on. The scale of railway construction continued to expand
during the subsequent economic construction period. The
operating kilometrage of the railways of the whole country
reached 38,025 km by the end of 1965, increasing 74.3%
compared with the time when PRC was founded.

Trunk lines such as the Guiyang-Kunming Railway, the Cheng-
du-Kunming Ralway, the Xiangfan-Chongging Railway, the
Jaozuo-Zhicheng Railway and the Taiyuan-Jeaozuo Railway were
built successvely in the period from 1966 to 1980, bringing the
totd operating kilometrage up to 52,479 km.
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