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UNIT 1

A Great Friend

Anonymous

s | am now a<enior high school student, | havea great many
A friends, but there is one whom | prize over al the rest . |

first made hisacquaintance when | began to go to school . He
has been my constant companion ever since .

Though he is serious in appearance, he never fails to be inter-
esting . Often he isclever, sometimes even merry and gay . He is the
most knowledgeable friend a person could have . He knows virtually
every language of the world, all the eventsof history, and the words
of al the great poets and philosophers . A Kindly benefactor, he is
admired and enjoyed by everyone who makes his acquaintance .

To me, he has been a great teacher as well as afriend . He first
taught me the secrets of my own language and then those of others .
With these keys he showed us how to unlock all the arts and sci-
ences of man .

My friend isendlessly patient . Dull though | may be, | can re-
turn to him again and again, and he is always ready to teach me.
When | am bored, he entertains me . When | am dispirited, he
lifs me up . When | am lonely, he keegps me company . He is a



friend not only to me but to millions around the world . Shall | tell
you his name ?His name is Reading

1.anonymous|[ n nim s] a.

2 . senior high school
junior high school
senior[ sl nj ] a.
junior[ du nj ] a.



be | senior| to sb / ‘
/

junior
: John is senior to me by two years .

= John is older than | by two years .
= John is two years older than | .

= John is two years snior to me .

= John is two years my senior .

( )

Fred is junior to Howard by one year .

( )

3 .agreat many +
: A great many actors and actresses have eaten at this restau-

rant .
( )
4 prize[praiz] vt . , &n. ()
prize A above B A B

. | prize my headth above everything else .

( )
Willy won first prize in the speech contest .
( )
* first prize *“ mo
the; the first prize

" ” the

5 .acquaintance=[ kweint ns] n.
acquaint] kweint] vt . /
make one s acquai ntance



= make the acquaintance of sb
acquaint sb with sth
get acquainted with . .. ;
. | believe | made your acquaintance a year ago a a party .
( )
Peter found out that the murderer was an old high school ac-
quaintance of his .
( )
The teacher acquainted the new student with the rest of the
class .
( )
After we move to a new country, it takes time to get acquaint-
ed with new customs .

( ! )

| first made his acquaintance when | began to go to school .
= | first got acquainted with him when | began to go to schoal .

7 .oonstant[ k nst nt] a.
: My toothache has been a constant nuisance al day .

( )

* nuisance [ nju sns] n. ( )

8 .companion[k mp nj n] n. ;
: When traveling, we d better go with a companion .

( )



9 ever since

ever since since , ,
( ) SI nce [ ” ,
have, has, had

. | moved here in 1978 and have been learning English since .

=] moved herein 1978 and have Ince been learning English .

(1978 , )

since :
+ + + and

haveé has + |[since +
+ since

10 .appearance [ pi r ns] n.
In appearance
. The dog s menacing appearance frightens away intruders .

( )

* menace [ men s] vt . :

11 .newer fail to V
. The postman never fails to come on time .
= The postman always comes on time .

( )

12 .clever [ klev ] a.



: He came up with a clever idea.
( )

13 .merry [ meri] a. ,
: Each year we have a merry banquet for Christmas .

( )

14 .gay [ €] a. & n.
* leshian [ lezbi n] n.

: Thisrestaurant has alively and gay atmosphere .

( )
A gay is often looked upon as abnormal .
( )

15 . knowledgeable [ n lid bl] a. :
: A knowledgeable person is usually one who is well-read .

( )

16 .virtually [ v tju li] adv . : ( = almost)
: The loud stereo speakers virtually shook the house down .
( )

17 event| i vent] n .
in the event +

(that) + S + v‘ /
of + N

S+V‘

of + N

=1in case +




: In the event (that) a fire occurs, please use the stairs, not
the elevator .

= In case afire occurs, please use the stairs, not the elevator .

=1In case of afire, please use the stairs, not the eevator .

( ! ! )

Cadll the police in the event of an emergency .
= Cdll the police in case of an emergency .

( , )

18 .poet [ pouit] n .
poem [ pouim] n . ( )
poetry [ pouitri] n . ( )

. Blake sat under a tree writing poems praising spring .

( )
Mr . Johnson is especially fond of political poetry .

( )

19 . philosopher [fil sf ] n.
. Plato was the greatest Greek philosopher .

( )
20 .kindly [ kaindli] a. ( : friendly
") & adv .
kind[ kaind] a. (interested in the happiness of others
‘ ")
. | like her because she has a kindly smile .
( , )



I Il let you borrow my bike if you ask me kindly .
( : )

The kind old man offered me some food .

( )

21 . benefactor [ benif kt ] n. ;
. Richard luckily found a benefactor to support him in col-
lege .
( )

22 .admire[ dma ] vt. ;
| admire your ability to play so many instruments .

( )

23 . :
A _Kkindly benefactor, he is admired and enjoyed by everyone
who makes his acquaintance .
* A kindly benefactor he
“ Being a kindly benefactor, he is admired ..” “ Because
he is a kindly benefactor, heis admired ..

24 aswell as . .. /

aswell as..” , and ,



: John as well as | likes shopping .
( )

A positive attitude as well as medica treatment will help you
recover sooner .
( )

He failed because he was lazy as well as because he had no
friends to turn to .

( :

25 .secret [ si krit] n. & a.
keep sth | a secret (n .)

secret (adj .)

. The candidate tried to keep his past a secret .

( )

Ted has a secret chamber inside his house .

( )

26 .
He first taught me the secrets of my own language and then
those of others .
= He first taught me the secrets of my own language and then
the secrets of other languages .

27 .key [ki ] n. ; ( to )
the key to sth
: The monk clamed to know the key to eternd life .



28 .unlock [ nl k] vt . ( ) ; ( )
lock [I k] vt . ;
: The police unlocked the suspect s briefcase and found a mil-

lion dollars in counterfeit money .

( , )

* oounterfeit [ kaunt fit] a. & n.
Don t forget to lock the door before you leave .

( )

29 .artfo t] n.
- The TV station began a campaign to raise funds for the arts
in the city .
( )

30 .science [ sl ns] n.
: Advances in science are occurring every day .

( )

31 .endlessly [ endlisli] adv .

: The nine planets endlesdy revolve around the sun .

(9 )
32 .patient [ pe nt] a.

be patient with ...

: The teacher was very patient with the children until they

10



