Preface

With the coming of 21st century, what is the future of
humankind should be a question to everybody in the world to
think deeply. President Jiang Zemin of China had pointed out
that the Knowledge Economy is emerging. In the worldwide
discussion on new economy from the beginning of new Mil-
lennium, it is becoming a common thought that Knowledge
Economy system could meet the requirements of world ad-
vanced social production.

Dr. Wu Jisong, the author, graduated from Tsinghua
University in 1968, is currently the Director-General of De-
partment of Water Resources, Ministry of Water Resources,
Managing Vice Director of National Water Saving Office,
Special Assistant to the Chairman of Chinese Olympic Games
Application Committee, Vice Chairman of the Organizing
Committee of 6th World Conference of Science Parks (Aus-
tralia, 1998) and Professor of Postdoctoral researcher in Ho-
hai University. In the past 2 decades, he had toured over 50
states and regions, worked in 3 international organizations as
a visiting scholar, project expert, diplomatic counselor and

consultant.



Dated to 1984, as an expert he was in charge of the re-
search project of UNESCO with the theme of “Multi-Disci-
pline Studies on Application to Development” , which was one
of the initial research of worldwide Knowledge Economy re-
search, and involved in the creation of the concept of Knowl-
edge Economy in the world. After that, as the consultant on
Hi-Tech and environment in science sector of UNESCO, he
continued the research and dissemination of Knowledge Econ-
omy. In February 1998, one of his articles was published,
introduced the concept of knowledge economy systemically in-
to China first time. His many years research achievements
compiled in three books, which are “New Trend of 21st Cen-
tury Society—Knowledge Economy”, the first book on
Knowledge Economy in China with more than 280,000 sales
till now and won the best seller on social-economical books in
1998, “Knowledge Economics-Theory, Practice and Applica-
tion” , the first book introduced the theory of Knowledge E-
conomy into China and “New Cell of Society in 21st Century-
Science Parks” .

Concentrating his many years research on knowledge
economy and plentiful practical experiences these years, he
corpiled this book, named of “1984—2000 My Research on
Knowledge Economy and Its management from Paris to Bei-
jing”, which is attracting broad attention in the world. Mr.

Jia Qinglin, Party Secretary-general of Beijing Municipality,



Mr. R. Lubbers, Prime — Minister of the Netherlands
1982—1994 and International President of WWF, Prof. C.
Freeman, Emeritus professor of Sussex University, UK,
World Famous Economist and Mr. Wang Daheng, Academi-
cian of Chinese Academy of Science and Chinese Academy of

Engineering had wrote foreword to this book.
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Foreword of Mr. Jia Qinglin

With the advent of new century, a more heated competi-
tion of comprehensive strength of countries with science and
technology as the direction is being launched under the gener-
al trend of economy globalization. Now China is entering a
new stage of development to build a middle income society
with higher speed improvement of modernization. Beijing,
the capital of China is carrying out 2008 Olympic Games Bid
with all support with “New Beijing, Great Olympic” as the
slogan. The essential of “New Beijing” means to develop
knowledge economy of Beijing with industrialization of hi-
tech and new technologies as the core. The connotation of
“Great Olympic” is referring to the new aim of Olympic
Games Bid which are Green and Ecological Olympic, Tech-
nological and Knowledgeable Olympic as well as Cultural and
Sustainable Olympic. Beijing hope to accelerate the develop-
ment of knowledge economy by the bid of Olympic Games,
and will to organize a fresh and new Olympic to the world,
demonstrating the image and creation of China through the
development of knowledge economy.

Professor Wu Jisong, the author of this book had in-



volved in initial research and creation of the concept of
“Knowledge Economy” from 1984 in UN system, and have
been keeping on the research without any stop in 16 years.
The authorities on“Knowledge Economy” and“National In-
novation System” gave great evaluation to his research. It is
no doubt that his research will make active impact on the de-
velopment of “Knowledge Economy” in Beijing. His new
book, “1984—2000 My Research on Knowledge Economy

from Paris to Beijing” with near half

and Its management
of articles in it were published in English and French on well-
known foreign magazines is a true record of the research pro-
cess of a chinese expert on the creation of the concept of
“Knowledge Economy”. The publish of this book has very
active impact on the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games Bid.

I wish Professor Wu will make progresses continuously
in his following research on “Knowledge Economy” and play

more influential role.

Jia Qinglin
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Party Secretary-general

of Beijing Municipality
27 October 2000



Foreword of Mr. R. Lubbers

There are good reasons for the republish of Knowledge
Economy.

The word “Knowledge Economy” is itself intriguing.

As a professor on Globalization and Sustainable Develop-
ment it reminds me of another famous book, “The Third
Wave” of Alvin Tofler, as it was published at the end of the
seventies.

In that book the thesis was that the new emerging tech-
nologies, that what later became known as information and
communication technology (ICT), would have a profound in-
fluence on society; as profound as the first wave, when agri-
culture technology made it possible for humankind to settle
(and not to move around all the time in search for food and
living) ; and as profound as the second wave, when the in-
dustrial revolution (the steam driven engine and machinery
and other new technological foundings) reached mass-produc-
tion, factories and rural classes. Dr. Wu Jisong prefers the
word “Knowledge Economy”, indicating that modernity and

[}

its economy is characterized by “knowledge” .



By choosing that title Wu Jisong makes it clear that
knowledge is not “acreage” (Ricardo!), not raw resources
and industrial technology (Marx) is now the key “production
factor”.

Knowledge is essential for the modern economy all the
way to Science Parks as Wu Jisong described, but is also
when practiced as information and communication technology
a key to “Knowledge society” ; a society with “E-mailing net-
works”. This knowledge is not only relevant for the econo-
my, but also for aspects of society. From my perspective 1
like to mention non-governmental organizations which | call
E-mailing societies.

Wu Jisong gives special attention to developing coun-
tries. He is right.

The Knowledge Economy is the way for developing
countries to mature faster, to catch-up with matured
economies and even to leap-frog.

The Knowledge Economy is now spreading around the
globe, although still many peoples and countries as part of
countries are “excluded” .

Speaking about developing countries it is fair to say that
“the catching-up” is partly in terms or industrial revolution
and partly in terms of the Knowledge Economy.

The balance between the two is also important in rela-

tion with “sustainable development” .



Wu Jisong gives due attention to sustainable develop-
ment.

Sustainable development is a word coined by Gro
Harlem Bruntlandt in the famous UN-report “Our Common
Future”.

It is about how to make good use of modern technology
in order not to compromise the possibilities of generations yet
unborn, when it comes to environment and nature. It is
about inter-generational solidarity; It is about pollution, cli-
mate change and bio-diversity.

To achieve sustainable development we need best prac-
tices, constraints to safeguard environment and nature, and
innovative thinking.

The Knowledge Economy invites us to practice on a new
way of life. It is about achieving a just, sustainable and par-
ticipatory society. [ Just is about fairness, sustainable about
long term thinking and participatory about the choice for each
and all to participate. ]

The Knowledge Economy fits in the tradition of the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
(Rio de Janeiro 1992).

Now, in the year 2000, the Earth Charter is published.
This is about ethical values that has to inspire humankind in
this new century. It is about realizing a Knowledge Economy

and a humane society.



Wu Jisong invites us to think. I want to compliment

him.

Ruud Lubbers.

YoM Lalbers

Prime-Minister of the
Netherlands 1982—1994,
International President of

World Wild Fund for Nature (WWF)
Worldwide Well-known Economist
May 2000
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Foreword of Professor C. Freeman

This book is a remarkably original contribution to the in-
ternational literature on the Knowledge Economy. Professor
Wu Jisong has an extremely deep understanding of trends in
the world economy as well of course as a thorough knowledge
of new developments in China. His responsibilities as Direc-
tor-General of the Research Department of the Environment
and Resources Committee of the National People’s Congress,
his experience as a leading scientist in the study of water re-
sources, his work with several major international organisa-
tions and his world-wide travel have made him exceptionally
well qualified to write this book.

He is not afraid to tackle some of the most difficult prob-
lems of contemporary society, such as the reconciliation of
growth objectives with environmental concerns or the prob-
lems of future employment in the face of rapid technical
change. Particularly interesting is his idea that establishing
an enterprise can be regarded as a Ph. D. dissertation, but his
book is full of many other equally interesting ideas and com-
ments. In the best traditions of Chinese civilization, he re-

lates his analysis to ethical principles which are of universal



concern. | commend his book most highly to all those study-

ing the new trends in the global economy.

Chris Freeman

Emeritus Professor of Science
and Technology Policy , SPRU

University of Sussex

July 2000



