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SYNOPSIS

Thematized on the history of China s publication and printing, this book
includes four parts .

INTRODUCTION . It reviews and comments on the stages of research of
Chinese publication and printing higory in the 20" century . In the firg fifty
years most sudies were textual research . Although sufficient data had been
collected, they wanted theoretical elaboration . The researches developed in
the next thirty years wee non-balanced, progressing steadily in the early stage
but declining in the later period . While there was gagnation on the
mainland, progress was withesed in Taiwan and Hong Kong . The researches
have thrived since 80s and many books of excellent quality have been
published, especialy during the end of the century, that is, from 1998 to
2000, China’ s professional circle has issued many good books with high
Importance, such as those books about advances in the history of editing,
printing, engraving, and publication . A lot of researches have been made
about developments in foreign countries .

SOURCE AND COURSE . Having dudied several prerequisites for the
invention of publication and printing, such as the appearance of writing, the
origin of books, the emergence of publication, early editing activities, and
the invention of paper making, the author mainly discusses the source and
threads of development concerning engraving, type printing, and multiple
printing (color printing) . The treatise also incorporates relevant literature
and objects, especidly the recently discovered artifacts about printing
technology during the period from the East Han Dynasty to Sui and Tang
dynagies, which revealed the thread of invention and development of the



engraving technology during the 7-9 centuries, and refuted the fallacious
clam of“ Korea’ s invention” . When discussing the invention and
development of China s type printing, the treatise also claifies its line of
early dissemination and the chronological table, together with the dispute
between China and Korea over the development of metal typing technology .
With the combination of dbjects and literature, the treatise has made it clear
that multiple printing, including woodcut block printing, dated back to Song
Dynagy, and gonghua (arch desgn) technology originated in Tang Dynasty .
SYSTEM . The treatise breaks through the 3-sysem stereotype of dfficial
engraving, private engraving and workshop engraving by including special
chapters describing and proving engraving made by Buddhist temples and
those made by traditional academic institutions .

DIFFUSION . The treatise provides clues for the transmisson of Chinese
printing technology mainly via two routes, one going east to the Korean
Peninsula and Jgpan, the other going west to Southwest Asa, North Africa,
and Europe . To conclude, the general characterigtics of Chinese book culture
and its influence on modernization have been analyzed and discussed .
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