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A Brief Introduction

The Yili River s an wland river with the largest flow in our country. Yih
area has long enjoyed the laudatory title of” a lush southern—type field north of
the Great Wall. “The book introduces and sums up the questions of common 1n-
terest which has been studied half a century ago about all the previous study,nat-
ural resources, economical development, hydrology and water resources of the
Yili River. It contains substancial firsthand information collected by the writer
humself during a long period. The book 1s also a practical reference guide to scien-
tific research,teaching ,management 1n the field of hydrology . water resources,e-

conomy and geography.
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Preface

Yili area is an important component part of the politi-
cal, economical and cultural centre of Xinjiang Uygur Au-
tonomous Region. The Yili River 1s an inland river with the
largest water discharge. It is rich in population and natural
resources. The industrial and agricultural output occupies an
important place in the region. And its longperiod stable de-
velopment is of vital importance to the people’s livelihood
and national economy. It is the key factor to make rational
use of natural resources and to protect natural environment
for the modern development of social economy. The publica-
tion of this book is a centralized guidance to researchers in
thes field.

This book gives a systematic and comprehensive intro-
duction of the significant achievement in respect to the re-
search on natural and water resources in the Yili River val-
ley and Yili area. It also briefly introduced the achievements
of scientific general survey, detailed analysis on water re-
source and hydrology. Evaluation was given to population
and natural resource, and the environment with its law of
evolution. On the basis of these data,potentiality of econom-
ical development was further analysed and calculated. The
writer lays stress on the analysis of the cause of landforms ,
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water system distribution,water balance,silt,water quality,
glacier, ground water and the prospects of the development
and utilization of water resources.

The author has engaged in the study of Xinjiang’s wa-
ter resource and hydrology for a long time. He made nothing
of hardships to sort out a large amount of data and make a
thorough investigation and study. The book has a substan-
tial content and striking characteristic both in theory and
tactics of the coordinated growth between natural resources
and economical development. It is of practical and scientific
value,

As an educational and scientific worker,I warmly con-
gratulate on the publication of the book and deeply admire

the author’s enthusiasm for science.

Rulzhu Liang
May »18,1996

Prof. Rulzhu Liang.director of Chinese Academy of Water Conservancy and

Water Electricity Sciences,once the principal of Hohai University,
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Preface

The Yili River is a medium - sized river. But " Research
on the Yili River”is a systematic,comprehensive and meticu-
lous work ,which is the first of its kind in Xinjiang and it is
rarely seen in our county,

The characteristics and contributions are as follows

1. objective and strict manner; The book gives a summa-
rized view on the previous achievements of the research
work on the Yili River. An objective evaluation was made on
the natural resources,environment and development poten-
tiality. It also gives a systematic and comprehensive analysis
on the Yili River itself. The book is helpful to those who are
working for the development of Yili River valley and the ex-
ploring problems in regard to the program of develorment.

2. systematic analysis; Careful analysis was made for
concrete conditions about the Yili River itself and Yili region
— hydrology, natural resources and environment. Compara-
tive analysis was also made with the data of other places,
which is undoubtedly the product of the author’s labour.
The vast amount of statistical data is a useful reference ma-
terial for the readers and those who draw up the develop-
ment project.

3. In addition to the introduction of the previous re-
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search achievements,other information such as the hydrolo-
gy, water resources of the Yili River,the problem of eco-
nomic development,the situation of the history of land culti-
vation, population and natural resources and economic
strength are involved in. The book deals with not only the
river research but the regional research as well. Therefore,it

greatly expands the scope of readers.

Lipu Yang
April . 26,1996

Prof. Lipu Yang.once the chairman of Acadenuc Committee of Xinpang In-

stitute of Geography,Chinese Academy of Sciences.
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