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PREFACE

In the recent years, a number of redeveloment projects in old cities are
taking on a new look in China. Many valuable results have been achieved not
only in practice but also in theory. In order to upgrade the level of old city
redevelopment planning, design and implementaion work, it is necessary to
exchange the informations and views about old city redevelopment,
community environment improvement, planning and design theory,
construction methodology and related economic and politic issues.

As one part of the project on Asian Urban Research Network supported
by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), and according
to a six-year Grant Agreement between the University of British Columbia
(UBC) and Tsinghua University, the Workshop on Old City Renewal was
held in Tsinghua University from November 27 to December 3, 1992,
following the Beijing International Seminar on Neighborhood Redevelopment
in Inner Cities. Five experts from UBC, Cananda, two from the University of
Liverpool, UK, and more than thirty Chinese participants attended the
workshop.

Fifteen papers were presented to the workshop concerning with the
inner city development by senior planners and architects from Beijing,
Shanghai, Nanjing, Harbin, Hefei, Suzhou and Changzhou as wel as
professors from Tongji and Dongnan Universities , Chongging Costruction
Engineering College and T singhua U niversity, other five academic speeches
were presented by Canadian and British experts.

The workshop contents include:

1. The practice of Beijing Ju’ er Hutong Inner City Community Rebuild
Project.

2. The theories and developmental trends of old city community
conservation and rehabilitation in the world.

3. The experiences in old urban centre renewal and redevelopment in
China.

4. The theories and planning techniques of old city redevelopment
which suit to the today’ s economic situation and the opendoor policy in the



country.
5. Thediscussion o’ old city rehabilitation & community planning” and
old city redevelopment policy and implementation” .

The workshop participants visited three Beijing inner city redevelopment
model projects, including the first and second phases of the Ju’ er Hutong
project, Hubelkou neighborhood redevelopment project and Huaibaishu old
horsing rebuild project, and they also visited an interesting small town of
Zhuozhou city in Hebei province outside the boundary of Beijing. Professor
Aprodicio A. Laquian, Director of UBC Center for Human Settlements and
Project Director of the CIDA Centre of Excellence, made an address on
CIDA- Human Settlements Project a the workshop opening ceremony.
T he Deputy Minister of Construction Mr. Zhou Ganzhi attended the closing
ceremony, and made an address on the old city redevelopment issues and
countermeasures.

The participants, both Chinese and foreigners, are scholars and
professionals with rich practical experience and outstanding achievement in
aspect of old city redevelopment. They highly appraised the workshop
outputs and pointed out its guiding impacts on city planning, design and city
redevelopment practice. With respect to the importanec and practicality of
the issues of inner city development, it is expected to publish the workshop
proceedings soon. And it is also suggested that Tsinghua U niversity should
prepare another workshop on Redevelopment Inner City Neghborhoods in
coming future.

Professors Wen Guowei and Mao Qizhi as two general secretaries
organized the workshop successfully. After the workshop, the papers are to
be edited and presented to our colleagues who are carrying out the old city
redevelopment undertakings. Hereby, we express our heartfelt thanks to all
workshop participants for their active contribution and cooperation.

Professor Wu Liangyong

Director

I nstitute of Architectural and Urban Studies
T singhua U niversity

March 1993, Beijing
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SPEECH ON THE CLOSING CEREMONY OF
THE WORKSHOP ON OLD CITY RENEWAL

Zhou Ganzhi

ABSTRACT

With the urban economy blooming in China, inner cities redevelopment
has also proceeded very fast in most of the metropolitan regions especially in
coastal areas where better economic foundation has laid down. T hree forces
underlie the development in the inner city:

1. The development of land market.

2. The initiative of the city habitants who are eagerly looking forward
to improving their housing conditions.

3. The initiative of city municipal governments that mayors are willing
to make contributions to cities as much as possible in ther short term in
office.

Inner city redevelopment in many cities in China, no matter they are
large, such as Shanghai, Guangzhou, Xi’an, Fuzhou, Hangzhou, Suzhou or
in medium and small size like Yibin, is all meeting with the same problems
including how to integrate inner city redevelopment with city conservation?
It is a very complicated problem that should be solved urgently. The main
countermeasures put forward by the Ministry of construction are as follows:

1. Deepening city planning approaches. City planning should be ahead of
city development and all development project must follow city planning
regulation. Zoning ordinances system needs to be established in every city
and open to the people.

2. Guiding real estate and property development and turning it into a
positive factor in city construction, housing and inner city redevelopment.

3. Improving urban design level. Urban design should be played as an

important role in land use and building density control in order to give city
— 1 —



character.

To solve the problems in inner city redevelopment, we ought to carry
out a comprehensive research, take different measures of administrative,
economic, and technical, and so on. Some already proved to be correct
principles such as rational, environmental consideration and city aesthetics,
should be held firmly, and more attention be paid to urban economy. We
should make city planning to meet the needs of the country s development in
21 century.
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