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Abstract

Just along with the “Reform and Open to the World” policy,
Chinese economy has been developing rapidly and the pace of
industrialization and urbanization is gradually accelerated, which leads to
a strong expansion of the urban size. While enjoying modern civilization,
the urban residents also bear the unbalance of urban ecological
environment and exasperation of human habitat environment.
Meanwhile, with the social and economic development and the
continuous living standard improvement, the residents pay more
attention to have a quality and comfortable living, and their desire to
have more contact with nature. Therefore, creating high quality
relaxation environment to enjoy high quality leisure life has become the
common desire of different socio-economic strata, which brings forward a
higher demand for the urban open space.

The basic green infrastructure in urban areas, urban open space
typically performs significant ecological and socio-economic functions.
It is the most important spatial type in the urban planning construction
and one of the few communal resources planned as a whole by
government. As the spatial base of the harmony between human and
nature in urban area, urban open space is a spatial adjuster that

improves the structure and function of urban system and is viewed as



an important spatial carrier to guarantee the sustainability of urban
development. All these make open space a key measure in judging the
living standard of the city and can exert a major effect on urban
ecological sustainable development and residents’ physical and mental
health. Consequently, it has been a hot topic in urban planning,
geography and in government agencies. Meanwhile, how to construct
healthy, well-organized, equitable, reasonable and sustainable open
space becomes an impersonal demand and task of urban planning in
new era.

Open space is one of the key research topics in urban geography
and urban planning field. With regional spatial structure and urban
inner spatial organization the kernel content urban geography suites
well with urban open space study. However, currently, open space is
being studied more from architectonics and attention has been paid to
small-scale analysis while few studies has been done from urban
geography in China. So it is crucial to employ urban geography in
urban open space research, strengthen its guiding role in open space
optimization and develop practical studies of the reasonable
distributions of open space.

Based on the concepts and principles of urban geography, this
book, taking Shanghai as an example, quantitatively analyzed the
spatio-temporal pattern changes and their driving forces and
accessibility as well as the amenity value of open space using remote
sensing ( RS), geographic information system (GIS), landscape
ecology and urban economics. Corresponding advice and suggestions
were proposed on the optimization of open space in Shanghai.

This book was composed of eight chapters. Chapter 1 begins with
an introduction to open space, in which the research background and
meaning were put forward and the framework was constructed. The
study area was defined as well. The research of open space at home

and abroad was summarized and reviewed in briel in Chapter 2.



Chapter 3 explains the data and research method and technology used
in this book. Chapter 4 analyzes the open space spatial pattern changes
and their driving forces by RS and GIS based on the landscape pattern
and gradient analysis. The accessibility of open space in Shanghai is
analyzed in Chapter 5. Using four methods (Travel Cost, i. e. Cost
Weighted Distance model, Buffer Zone, Gravity Index, Minimum
Distance) , the accessibility and its changes of open space such as park.,
plaza and green open space were analyzed based on landscape
accessibility theory. The sixth chapter is the amenity value of open
space in Shanghai. Based on 689 resident samples, by the support of
spatial analysis function of GIS, the amenity value of open space was
estimated through twenty three variables out of four types of factors
(house structure, accessibility, area, landscape metrics) using
Hedonic Price Model (HPM). The countermeasure about open space
optimization in Shanghai is discussed in Chapter 7. Chapter 8
summarizes the main conclusions and innovations as well as deficiencies
and problems that need further discussion.

This book has two remarkable features. One is the GIS spatial
analysis, which supports the advanced and scientific research and
makes up the lack of quantitative analysis measures on the open space
in China. The other is the amalgamation among different subjects,
which makes the research content innovative. For example, the
amenity analysis of the open space is a relatively new topic and still
under development in China.

Urban open space is one of the important research contents of
Urban Geography and Urban Planning and a dynamic and invariable
research topic, and it can provide ecology, recreation and social culture
function. So, the systematic study needs the common effort from
different subjects. Due to the author’s professional background, only
the pattern changes, accessibility and amenity value of open space are

analyzed in this book. Comments are warmly welcome.
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