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FOREWORD

s the magor architectnral torm of residence of - Bedjing inbabilants Sfor
wenerations, quedrangle of Beiping las been well-knmpin at bome cand abroad.

1745 fanmus for the folloring reasons:

Pirstly, it has a loig-standing history. Sinee Beijing became the pormal capital of

Youan Dynasty and grand-scaled construction: projects started, guadrangles began 1o
appear simnltaneonsly rith the palaces.offices, neiehbonrhoods,  passages  aid
Hlutonos in the ity lecording to records of KNG Jan ZDiD (a book about the
circunrstaiices of the city, composed by Niong Mengiang in the fast years of Y nan
Dyuasty ). " Vhe Layout af strects in Dadu ( the aane of present-day Beijing al that
time ) dncludes ping (sonth-north oriented streets) and Wei (east-west oriented ones ).
Dagic's (strects) are 24 bu i widih. Vhere are 384 Huo Nianos and 29 oy
Tongs.” Here, Hong Tong was the cquivalent of ntong which people sise son.
Spaces beimeen Hatonge were Lands for consirnctions of residences. 1 that tine,
Kublai Khan, Fmperor Shizu of  Yuan Dyiasty, "had —animperial edict
promnlsated. sqving that among inhabitanls of e old city, who wanted to more info
the capital priorily was grauted the rich and Hhose who served ir the courd. 11 pas
regutated that a portion contained § mit of Jand” which was distributed to ofjicials
and werchants moring into the capital to built their bonses, and the orand-scaled
Sormation of traditivial gradrangle residences i Beijing began. Thronah Ming and
Qing Dynasties, guadrangles of Beijing had experienced many ricissitndes. But {he
Sundanental Jorm of residing lid been Jixed and the constriction was continionsly
being improved o mect the requirements of liring thirs the quadrangle-styled
residence like what people see todiay begai to take shape.

Secondly ts constraction s unigie,  and is typical and  representalive n
fraditional Chinese residential coustructions. Most Chinese resideices ave buift in the
Luser-comrtyard-style. Residences in the southern area oenevally hare rery surall
conrtyards, while roones avomd a conrtyard werge into an intesrated whole, and the

Sorw is called Y7 Ke Yin 1 Block of Seal ). Such a construction Jits the demaid

of sonthern climate, bul lacks in ideal ventilizing and dayliohting. Quadransles of

Beijing hare spacions courtyards, rooms x/z/;/(////r'g o indepesdent four sides are linfed
ap by corridors, and the constriuction is conrentent for daily life. Such o closed
quadrangle residence provide diellers with bigh privacy when the only gate facing the
street Qs shut, and it is suitable for a siggle family to live in Rooms on fonr sides
all hare doors open facing the counrtyard, so that all menbers of the family can five

barmonioudy together. In the conrtyard, trees and flowers can be planted, birds and

Jish bredpockeries and scenerics peade, and inaddition o comfortable lodeings,

dwellers cair sharve the beantijul ficld granted by Natmre.

Thirdly, thongh  being residential - constyuction, it implics profonnd  cultural
connotations and is the carrier of traditional Chinese culture. L the past. residence
mners were utterly particiular about geomaicy. Li choosing the sites, fixing the
lacations and deciding the specific scales of cach building, they all acted according 1o
the theory of ceomancy which was actually the theory of architectural enrironnieits
inancien! societies of China, and ain important  componenl  part of traditional
Chinese architectural  theorics. 11 bad  ouided  Hhe  constrictional  activities  for
thowsands of years iy ancient China. Besides the theory of geomaicy, the fit-ups,
carred decorations and colonred-paintings in quadrangles ofl cnbody otk customs.
ocial - practices and raditional  cultnre, and express people’s parsiances for
happiness, fineness, prosperity and anspicionsiess mnder certain bistorical couditions.
For examples: Fhe  pattern composed by bats and  the  character " Shon
( Longerity)” expreses the wish of attaining both happiness and a loug. long life; a
paltern with Chinese roses i a rase means “Safe i AN Seasons” . Lilaid auspicions
words and phreses on lintels, couplels on colmmns and nasierpicces of paintings aind

calligraply on walls in roonrs are collected admonitions from ancieint worthies and

Jamons saybngs fropr oll ages. They culogize the beantiful landicapes, or bear the

ways of acting i sociely, ar praise bish aspivations, all e an elegant way and
presenting a beary cultural flavonr. To stay o1 a this decorated conrdyard i really
like lingering in a ball of traditional Chinese cilture.

Quadrangles of Beifing hare existed for sereral bundred years becanse they possess
Srong points incomparable jor other types of residesces. Now, whei the paces of
modernization of cities are gradually speeding np and orerlapping tonering huildinas
rise, people (especially those who were borin and bred in Beying) would  feel
sentimentally attached 1o quadransles. 15 is a special &ind of fecling.

Ounadranples of Bedjing belong to a iype of civil residence which iwas meticilonsly
ereated by ancieni labonring people, bas seen the growing-up of hatman being for
hundreds and hundreds of years, provides people with profomid impressivis and
Jeares generons bistoric legacies. This special collection about guadrangles of Beijing

aims al wmaking brief introdnctions abont quadranstes of Bejug, so that peaple il

Jurther understand  their bistory, and lears about their precions historie ralies,

scientific ralnes and relic values, thereby to inherit the preciats cultnral legacy of fhe

Mothertand, and to spread the spledid traditionad culture of China.
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I. Groups ol Neighbouring
Quadrangles. A Panoramic View
ol Quadrangles in Xidan Area

of Beijing
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The Panoramic View of
A Medium-sized Quadrangle
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The Panoramic View of A Large

Quadrangle with A Garden
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A guadrangle is a componnd with rows of raoms built in the 4 directions so that
a iquare inner courtyard is formed at the centre. Old Beifng inhabitants nse to callit
8¢ He Fang (8§ He means " surrouding from g directions’ ).

Though built in different scales and sizes, all quadrangles are compased by basic
wuits ——a courtyard surromnded by rooms at 4 sides. Such a wnit is called "1 Jin",
and 2units, "2 Jin", and so on . A large quadrangle (such as a residence of a
prince) may contain up to 7 or even 9 mnits. Such large quadrangles contain major
wpits at the centre and side wnits at left and right. People describe them as
“imposing dwellings and spacious courtyards”. In the light of sunshine effects, rooms
Jacing the south are most favourable, hence, rooms standing at the north side of a
quadrangle are generally taken as Zheng Fang ( Principal Rooms ), these at the east
and west come next and are called Xiang Fang (Wing Rooms), while those facing

principal rooms af the south side are called Day Zno Fang( Reversely-set Rooms).

According to the theory of seomancy, the main entrance of the residence of

common people should be at the southeastern or northwestern corner. Hutongs of

Beijing - are mostly east-west oriented, and quadrangles line on both sides.
Quadrangles an the north side of the Hutong has an entrance on the sontheastern
corner, and those on the south side the northwestern corner. As a rule, rooms on the
north side of the courtyard are principal rooms.

Onadrangles with 2 or more wnits are generally divided into Nei Zhai ( Iiner
Qunarters) and Wai Zhai (Outer Quarters) by means of having a separating wall
built along the southern end of wing rooms on the east and west sides, thus the
courtyard is divided into 2 parts — Inside the wall is the inner quarter, and ontside,
the onter guarter. An inner entrance is open on the wall (it may be a Chui Hua
Men or a Ping Men [ Screen Door]) so that peaple can go to and fro. The last
row of rooms in a medinm or large-scaled quadrangle is called How Zbao Fang
(Posterior Shielding Rooms). Sometimes, these may be a 2-storeyed building which
is called Hou Zhao Lou ( Posterior Shielding Storeyed Building ).

Principal rooms and wing rooms are generally linked by Chao Shon You Lang (
Short-cut Corridor). a kind of opening outbuilding, which provides people with
passage, shelter (from wind, rain and sunshine), as well as a place to sit and rest
and enjoy the scenes of the conrtyard.

The construction of honses in guadrangles, Ying Shan (Hard Gable) style, is
comparatively simple. 1t is featured by that the woodn constructions are all covered
by the surfacing bricks, and the gable roofs are spread with lines of gray tiles. Only
the Chui Hua Men is built in a vivid Xwan Shan style which has the waooden
constructions revealed and can be seen from all directions. 1t has a ridge spreading
and slightly rising at both ends, looking dignified, elegant and vigorous. Generally,
the constructions of a guadrangle look gorgeons: Greenish bricks, gray tiles, milky
steps and red columms. The walls are tidily built with polished bricks in exquisite

technology. To sum up, such buildings look just like a masterpiece of handicraf?.
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2. Looking Down at A

quadrangle from the southwest

3. A Panoramic View of the
Backyard of a House in Dong

Huang chenggen
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4. In Beijing. there are many
unsophisticated quadrangles like

this one.

5. A Courtyard Formed by
Surrounding Principal Rooms,
Wing Rooms, Side Rooms,
Chui Hua Men and Corridors
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6. A Panoramic Night View of A
Quadrangle

7. A Compass Which Was
Applied to Check Directions in
Ancient Construction Projects.
Geomancers selected the
positions of the central axle of
the house, the entrance and doors
of different rooms, in order to
stay clear of calamities and to tend
toward propitiousness.
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8. The Gate of A Residence o
Prince. Which Belongs to the
Highest Level

The gate of the Residence of
Prince Chun of Qing Dynasty.
located at the northern bank of
Rear Shicha Lake, 15 5-bay across
with 3 pairs of doors at the center.
It is of the superlative form of gates
of residences for princes according

to regulations.
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