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Preface

Photographs of Gate Piers
Taked by Mr. Yu Runqi

Luo Zhewen

A few days ago in the Museum of
Chinese History 1 had visited the gate
pier exhibition prepared by Japanese
friend Mr. [wamoto and deeply moved
by his ardent love for our architecture
and such a not so noticeable small
building component. And then it was
with a sense of relief and satisfaction
that I found unexpectedly that at my
side there is also a person who sets his
mind on investigating and studying the
gate piers. He is Mr. Yu Rungqi--a
researcher of Modern Literary Center
of China.

Photographs taked by Mr. Yu are
exceedingly difficult to find at present,
giving us a perceptive and sensitive
account of life at ancient time and
lefting us a treasure part of the rich
heritage of the old China.

Mr. Yu was born in Beijing and has
been working hard on literature but he
had become obscssed with cfforts to
photograph the gate piers. While I was
not born in Beijing I have lived here
for the past half century. Ancient
architecture is my lifework but I have
not make a thorough study on that
peculiar component. I love literature
too. It seems that the two fields

communicate with each other, since we

feel like old friends at the first meeting
and agree with each other.

[ acquainted with some experts
whose careers are varicolored
tapestries woven of threads from the
skeins of high-tech, literature, art and
other affairs and therefore made
remarkable achievements.

Mr. Yu made greater contributions
to preservation of culture and historical
relics. It is hoped that the publication
of this album will promote thesc

undertakings.
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The Gate Piers in Beijing

Gate piers or stone-seats placed
by the sides of a door are peculiar
building components of ancient
China.

“The small boy is sitting out
side the door on the stone-seat and
weeping and wailing the wants to
have a wife...”

This is one of Beijing baby
songs that my grandmother sung me
quite often in my childhood. And
then the stone-seats were also my
“horses” and “drums”. From now
on [ have been taking great interest
in their rich and varied decorative
pattern and forceful and unsophis-
ticated mold.

While no accurate statistics are
available, by estimate in old Beijing
gate piers or stone-seats totalled
several ten thousand and there are
more than 10,000 left to this day.

As opinions vary, no unani-
mous conclusion can be drawn as
to the origin of the gate pier. The
original function of it may be to

make the door steady and both they

must be synchronized perfectly.
Later its ornamental function was
enhanced gradually and became a
work of art.

The earliest material evidences
of gate piers had been found in a
tomb of mid-sixth century .

The earliest gate piers in
Beijing well preserved are a pair of
stone-lions before the gate of Altar
of Land and Grain (Shejitan) in Dr,
Sun Yet-sen Park (Zhong-shan
Park) (built in Sui or Tang Dynasty),
flying-beasts in Five Pagoda
Temple (Tang Dynasty), stone-ti-
gers in Five Pagoda Temple (Liao
or Jin Dynasty) and stone-lions in
the Temple of the White Dagoba
(Yuan Dynasty).

There are two types of gate
piers: separated from or connected
with door. The former takes the ex-
ternal form of some animals such
as Chinese unicorn (kylin), lion,
tiger and crane and mostly placed
at the front of palace, office,
temple and tomb.

The latter takes the form of lion
alone or drum and cuboid.

A variety of relief culptures are
found on majority of gate piers.

The gate piers display the Chi-
nese traditional . Buddhist and
Taoist cultures.

Coupled piers at every gate
typify the Chinese fondness for
symmetry. On the gate piers
flowers, birds, fishes insects,
some beasts and a few immortals
were sculptured, implying the
meaning of good luck and hapiness,
booming business or promotion and
rich. The influence of feudal ideo-
logy is also reflected in gate piers,
forms and patterns of which must
be determinded according to the
ranks of their users.

Wide usage of fylfot, triton
shell, lotus flower and Eight Im-
mortals crossing the sea sculptured
on the piers represented the influ-
ence of Buddhist and Taoist

cultures.
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