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What is the main idea of the passage?

The main idea of the passage is :

Which statement best expresses the main idea?

Which of the following statements best expresses the main idea of the paragraph?

The main purpose of the story isto tell us

The conclusion we can get from the story is

The passage mainly discusses

This passage mainly tells us

The article iswritten to explain

With what topic is the passage chiefly concerned?
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Which of the following is the best title?

Which title best gives the idea of the passage?

The best possible title for the passage might be

The best headline for thisarticleis

2, ﬁ&iﬁﬁ%ﬁ%(ﬂm%ﬁMXau%%%%%mm@ |l AR T R A A
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...i1s/ are/ was/ were who / what / when / where/ how...

Which of the following is TRUE?

Which of the following isNOT TRUE?

Which of the following is true except...?

Which of the following is mentioned except...

Which of the following is not mentioned...?

The author providesin line/ paragraph...an example in order to...

...because/ for / as

Why / Theresult of ... is
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It can be inferred / concl uded that

Which of the following conclusions can we draw according to the passage? ]

In which of the following publication would this passage most likely be printed?

The passage implies, but doesn't directly state that

The writer suggests that

What’s the author ’s attitude toward

The writer probably feels that

The author uses the examples of...to show that
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Theword “...” refersto / probably means/ could best be replaced by

Theword “...” is most likely to mean

What’s the meaning of word / expression underllned in.

What do you think the expression «...” stands for?[_]

By saying “...” we means

“ ”asusedmthepasmge canbeﬂtbedeflnedas :
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Each year more than two million visitors pour to Hong Kong, making tourism a major industry.
Most tourists do not arrive until the spring, when the weather is at its best for visitors. There is another
peak in the autumn, after the hot summer has come to an end. However, even at other times travelers
come and go in large numbers enough to keep hotels well occupied. Most visitors are from Asian
countries: about 30% come from Southeast and 20% from Japan.

Because of Hong Kong’s geographical condition, visitors can see everything in afairly short time.
There is a great ded to see and do: there are public joyful activities, water tours, round-the-clock
shopping and a splendid nightlife. Besides these, visitors can eat every kind of food. Hong Kong
probably has more restaurants per square kilometer than any other cities in the world.

1. What are the best months of touring in Hong Kong?
A. March, April, May, September, October and November.
B. May, June, July, October, November and December.
C. February, March, April, August, September and October.
D. April, May, June, August, September and October.
2. Why can visitors see everything in Hong Kong in a very short time?
A. Everything in Hong Kong is closdly arranged on asmall piece of land.
B. There are very fast buses, trains and planes. Visitors can get on them at any time.
C. Instead of on foot, visitors go everywhere by bus, train or plane.
D. There are so many restaurants in Hong Kong that visitors don’t have to spend much time
waiting for ameal.
3. Of six thousand visitors touring to Hong Kong, how many are most probably from Japan?
A. Six hundred.
B. Twelve hundred.
C. Eighteen hundred.
D. Twenty hundred.
4. Which of the following isNOT TRUE?
A. People in Hong Kong can do shopping at eating-places.
B. Hong Kong is especially famous for its eating-places.
C. Hotd industry in Hong Kong has its bright future.
D. Visitors don’t have to book their rooms before visiting Hong Kong.
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The police received a report that six men had stopped a van. The van was carrying factory wages
and the men had attacked the driver. They had tied him up and had stolen one of the bags. After
searching for three hours, the police found the van near the river. The driver was sitting on abag in the
van and his hands were tied behind his back. The thieves had tied a handkerchief round his mouth so
that he wouldn’t shout. The police climbed into the back of the van and freed the driver. Then they
asked him what had happened.

“l was stopped soon after | left the bank,” the driver explained, “Six men stopped my van and
made me drive to the river. “If you shout,” one of the men said, “we’ll shoot you.” When | got to the
river, they tied me up. Then they threw me into the back of the van. There were two bags in the back
and the thieves took one of them. “How much money did the bag contain?’ a police officer asked.

“It didn’t contain any money at all,” the driver laughed, “It was full of letters. This one contains all
the money. | have been sitting on it for three hours.”

5. The thieves had stolen
A. wages
B. abag of money
C. abag of letters
D. two bags
6. The driver couldn’t shout for help because
A. hewas afraid
B. hewastied up
C. the thieves had tied a handkerchief round his mouth
D. the thieves were near him
7. The police climbed into the back of the van and
A. arrested the driver
B. tied up the driver
C. talked with the driver
D. untied the driver
8. The driver was stopped
A. when he left the factory
B. soon after he left the factory
C. soon after he left the bank
D. when he got to the bank
9. Thedriver had been sitting on for three hours.
A. theriver bank
B. abench at the back of the van
C. the bag which contained wages
D. the bag which contained letters
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What will man be like in the future—in 5,000 or even 50,000 years from now? We can only make a
guess, of course, but we can be sure that he will be different from what he is today, for man is slowly
changing all the time.

Let us take an obvious example. Man, even five hundred years ago, was shorter than he is today.
Now, on average, men are about three inches tdler. Five hundred years is a relatively short period of
time, so we may assume that man will continue to grow tdler.

Again, in the modern world we use our brains a great deal. Even so, we gill make use of only
about 20% of the brain’s capacity. As time goes on, however, we shall have to use our brains more and
more—and eventually we shall need larger ones! Thisis likely to bring about a physical change too: the
head, in particular the forehead, will grow larger.

Nowadays our eyes are in constant use. In fact, we use them so much that very often they become
weaker and we have to wear glasses. But over avery long period of timeit is likely that men’s eyes will
grow stronger. On the other hand, we tend to make less use of our arms and legs. These, as aresult, are
likely to grow weaker. At the same time, however, our fingers will grow more sensitive because they are
used agreat deal in modern life.

But what about hair? This will probably disappear from the body altogether in course of time
because it does not serve a useful purpose any longer. In the future, then both sexes are likely to be bald!

10. Future man is likely to be different from us
A. in amost every way
B. in quite afew ways
C.inagreat many ways
D. in one or two ways
11. The reason for believing that future man will be different is that he
A. began to change five hundred years ago
B. never stops changing
C. never stops growing
D. has recently begun to change
12. People’s heads will eventually grow larger. This is because their brains
A. will grow faster than at present
B. will be in constant use
C. will play an important part
D. will need more room than at present
13. Future man will probably

A. have bigger eyes B. get weaker eyes

C. see better D. have to wear better glasses
14. Future man’s hair will

A. grow darker B. stop growing completely

C. fall out more often D. get longer
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The weather in Britain changes very quickly. One day may be fine and the next day may be wet.
The morning may be warm and the evening may be cool. You may go to bed with the stars shinning
brightly, and wake up with rain falling heavily. This is what we mean when we say that the weather is
very “changeable”.

In some parts of the world you can be quite sure what the weather is going to be like. You can
make your plans for the next day or even for the next week, knowing exactly what sort of weather to
expect. It is much more difficult to do this in Britain. It may be fine today and you may arrange to go to
the countryside tomorrow. But when tomorrow comes you may find that you have to give it up because
it istoo wet. Making plans for activities out of doorsin Britain is therefore rather difficult.

People talk about the weather more in Britain than in most parts of the world. When two
Englishmen are introduced to each other, if they can’t think of anything else to tak about, they talk
about the weather. The westher is also considered a safe topic of conversation. If you do not know each
other well enough to talk about personal matters, you can at least sound friendly by talking about the
wesather. When two people meet in the street and they have no time to stop and talk, they will often say
something about the weather as they pass, just to show their friendliness.

Asthe weather is so changeable, it is of course quite important. It plays a big part in the lives of the
British people. It has even been said that it is partly responsible for the character of the people. The
British have to change their plans very often according to the weather and this has made them good a
dealing with difficulties. But even if you can’t believe this story, you won’t have stayed in Britain long
before you believe that the weather is certainly an important part of British life. Every daily newspaper
publishes something about the wesather. Both the radio and the television give reports on the westher
several times each day.

15. When the British say that the weather is “changeable”, they mean
A. it is sometimes too wet and sometimes too dry
B. it often snows for awhile and then clears up quickly
C. the weather can be quite different within days or hours
D. it rains heavily in the night when the stars shine brightly
16. To plan for activities out of doorsis difficult in Britain because
A. the countryside is often too wet
B. one can’t be sure what the weather isgoing to be like
C. most parts of the country have too much rain
D. the British people give up their ideas easily
17. People always talk about the weather because
A. they don’t want to talk about other topics
B. everyone accepts the topic
C. it is changeable
D. everyone knows a lot about the weather
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18. In Britain, talking about the weather
A. has saved people alot of time
B. is sometimes aform of greeting
C. isaway to strengthen friendly feelings among people
D. has enable people to know each other well
19. When the author says that the weather has made the British good a deding with difficulties,
he :
A. knows no one shall believe it
B. knows some people may not believe it
C. isquite sure that everyone shall believe it
D. only wants to be humorous

E
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Tour agreement opensup to EU

CHINESE tourists will find it easier to sightsee or shop in Europe during the next few months.

The China National Tourism Administration (CNTA) and the European Union signed a
memorandum ( £5 55 ) last Thursday allowing more Chinese group tours to Europe.

Chinese will be able to travel to 12 of the 15 EU member states through selected travel agencies.
They are: Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands, Itay, Luxembourg,
Portugal, Spain and Sweden.

Ireland, Denmark and Britain are not participating in the agreement. They are currently negotiating
(%] ) with CNTA for similar dedls.

The EU members that have been given “Approved Destination Status” will simplify tourist visas
applications for Chinese travelers, according to the agreement.

The new accord is expected to begin before this summer.

EU consulates (45i22{F ) in China will improve delivery of group tourist visas (minimum of 5
persons) when application is made through designated Chinese travel agencies. China has agreed to
repatriate( -+ ik A= ) tourists who overstay ( 15 8855 /& ) their visas, according to the agreement.

Chinese tour groups have not been allowed to travel to the EU until recently. Individual ( > AJ1) )
tourism has only been possible with certain EU countries. Other visitors have traveled to Europe on
different types of visas, such as business or family visitor.

20. In the article, what does the tourist agreement include?
A. More Chinese group tours can go to Germany and Britain.
B. Spain will allow more Chinese group toursto get in.
C. Chinese group tours will be able to travel to twelve European countries.

D. BothB and C.
21. According to the article, which of the following statements about Ireland is TRUE?
A. Ireland is a big country. B. Ireland is a European country.
C. Irdand is a name of a person. D. Ireland is a name of an Asian country.

e O e



o 2005 4 i 2 T B/ SE R 180 £

22. What can we know from the fourth paragraph?
A. Maybe Chinese will be able to travel to Britain.
B. Irdland is negotiating with CNTA for different things.
C. Chinese will be allowed to travel to Ireland.
D. Noneof A, B and C isright.
23. What will certain consulates in Chinado for the tourist agreement?
A. To designate the travel agencies.
B. To increase delivery of individual tourist visas.
C. To make delivery of group tourist visas better than before.
D. To try their best to keep Chinese tourists staying longer.
24. Did some Chinese go to certain EU countries as a business visitor?
A.Yes. B. No.
C. It isnot mentioned in the article. D. Maybe.
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Imagine aworld in which children would be the rulers and could decide not only the outcome of
each and every occurrence, but also dictate the very structure and form of the environment. In thisworld,
a child’s wildest thoughts would become reality limited only by the extent of his or her imagination.
While such aworld might sound both fantastic and frightening, at least from alogical ( Z#5[%) ) , adult
perspective ( FX{AJC 4 ) , it does exist. What’s more, it has been in existence for some time and is
populated by hundreds of thousands of children who spend hours within its boundaries ( 3| )
experimenting and learning. This world is not real, at least not in the traditional sense, but exists within
a computer and is generated by an educational programming language called LOGO. Unlike other
computer languages and programs that are designed to test children and provide applications that
formally dispense information. LOGO allows children, even preschool children to be in total control.
Children teach the computer to think and as aresult develop and sharpen their own reasoning abilities.

1.LOGO s
A. an education testing program B. acomputer language
C. an information dispenser D. an unreal world
2. LOGO is most commonly used by
A. teachers B. computer programmers
C. adults D. children
3. Children arerulers
A. inthetraditional sense B. within the boundaries of LOGO ’sworld
C. with al computer languages and programs D. inthe adult world

4. The best title for this passage would be

A. “Children Rule the World”

B. “Children Learn Reasoning Using LOGO”

C. “Computer Languages”

D. “The Unreal World of the Child and the Computer”
5. The continuation of this passage would probably

A. compare LOGO with other computer programs

B. explain how LOGO works

C. discuss children’s imaginations

D. identify the children who use LOGO
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Last July, my 12-year-old car died on California’s Santa Ana Freeway. It was an hour before sunset,
and | was 25 miles from home. | couldn’t reach anyone to pick me up, so | decided to take a bus. Not
knowing the routes, | figured 1’d just head east.

A bus pulled up, and | asked the driver how far she was going. “Four more lights,” she said. There
was another bus | could take from there. This clearly was going to be along night.

She dropped me off at the end of her route and told me which bus to look for. After waiting 30
minutes, | began to think about a very expensive cab ride home. Then a bus pulled up. There was no
lighted number above its windshield( 4 X3¢ ). It was out of service. But the door opened, and darned
if it wasn’t the same driver.

“l just can’t leave you here,” she said. “This isn’t the nicest place. I’ll give you aride home. ”

“You’ll drive me home in the bus?’ | asked, perplexed ( [ =1 ) .

“No, I’ll take you in my car,” she said.

“It’salong way,” | protested.

“Come on,” she said. “I have nothing else to do. ”

As we drove from the depot in her car, she began telling me a story. A few days earlier, her brother
had run out of gas. A good Samaritan ( #LF)\7 A ) picked him up, took him to a service station and
then back to his car. “I’m just passing the favor dong,” she said.

When | offered her money as a thank-you, she wouldn’t hear of it. “That wouldn’t make it afavor,”
she said, “Just do something nice for somebody. Passit along. ”

6. At what time did the writer’s car break down?
A. Early in the morning. B. After darkness had fallen.
C. Late in the afternoon. D. At midnight.
7. Why did the writer anticipate that he would have along night?
A. He had to change to another bus on his way home.
B. The bus driver refused to take him at first.
C. He had to walk all the way home.
D. Therewasno bus at all at that time.

8. Judging fromits context, the place where the writer waited for the second bus was
A. very quiet and peaceful B. dark without street lights
C. very colorful D. alittle unsafe

9. What would the writer have done if the bus driver hadn’t offered aride?
A. Hewould have either taken ataxi home or waited for another bus.

B. Hewould have called afriend for aride.
C. Hewould have waited for another person to walk with.
D. Hewould have stayed there till the next morning.
10. The bus driver offered to drive the writer home later because
A. she happened to live in the same district as the writer did
B. she wanted to pass dong afavor to another person
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C. she enjoyed driving her bus and wanted someone to tak to
D. she wanted to earn some money from the writer

C

XERE WY A 281 REME_AS A ENE 2% EWE___

It isagreat truth because once we truly understand and accept it, then life is no longer difficult.

Most do not fully see this truth. Instead they complain about their problems and difficulties as if
life should be easy. It seems to them that their difficulties represent ( 1X3% ) a special kind of suffering
especially forced upon them or else upon their families, their class, or even their nation.

What makes life difficult is that the process of facing and solving problem is a painful one.
Problems, depending on their nature, cause us sadness or loneliness or regret or anger or fear. These are
any kinds of physical pain. And since life causes an endless series of problems, life is always difficult
and is full of pain aswell as joy.

Yet, it isin thiswhole process of solving problems that life has its meaning.

Problems are the serious test that tells success from failure. When we desire to encourage the
growth of the human spirit, we encourage the human ability ( it /] ) to solve problems, just as in school
we set problems for our children to solve. It is through the pain of meeting and working out problems
that we learn. As Benjamin Franklin said, “Those things that hurt, instruct.” It is for this reason that wise
people learn not to fear but to welcome the pain of problems.

11. From the passage, it can be inferred that
A. everybody has problems
B. we become stronger by facing and solving the problems of life
C. lifeisdifficult because our problems bring us pain
D. people like to complain about their problems
12. The writer probably used just one short sentence in the first paragraph to
A. save space B. persuade readers
C. make reader laugh D. make readers attention
13. The main idea of paragraph 3 is
A. most people feel life is easy
B. the writer feelslifeis easy
C. thewriter likes to complain about his problems
D. most people complain about how hard their lives are

14. According to the passage, we give school children difficult problems to solve in order
to

A. encourage themto learn
B. teach them to fear the pain of solving problems
C. help them learn to deal with pain
D. teach them how to respect for problems

15. The saying from Benjamin Franklin “Those things that hurt, instruct” suggests that
A. wedo not learn from experience B. we do not learn when we arein pain
C. pain teaches us important lessons D. pain cannot be avoided
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THE US-based Educational Testing Service (ETS) will release ( )4 ) all of the sample questions
for the new Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) in March. Currently ( Hij ) , only the oral
guestions are available.

ETS says the new TOEFL will be different from the current version (JilxZ< ) in content and
administration. The improved version helps evaluate foreign test takers’ English proficiency ( 4% )
better.

The new version has four sections: reading, listening, speaking, and writing. In the current exam,
spesking is tested separately in the Test of Spoken English (TSE) and writing in the Test of Written
English (TWE).

The new version makes TOEFL more competitive, compared with the old test. ETS aso decided to
rework the TOEFL in hopes of maintaining its market share in the testing world.

In fact, that complete lack of speaking and writing sections has long been criticized by universities.
A number of schools worldwide began recognizing the International English Language Testing System
(IELTS) as an alternative for admission purposes.

At the end of last year, the graduate schools of Princeton and Duke universities announced that
they were accepting |ELTS scores. These two are among the top 10 educationd institutionsin the US.

The thing that makes the TOEFL unique is tha integrated ( & ik 4%44 ) testing of the four
communication skills. For example, atest taker might read a passage of text and listen to alecture, and
then write or speak about it in response.

Most Chinese test takers will find the new test more challenging since the addition of speaking and
writing will raise the difficulty level. The reading and listening sections are not dramatically ( 7 k)
different from those on the current TOEFL, the materials on the new test will more closely reflect red
university settings (175t ) .

The TOEFL score will be reported for each language skill on ascale of 0 to 25. There will also be a
total score reflecting performance on all four skills.

The test fee has not yet been set, but it will be competitive with other magjor English language
proficiency test, ETS says.

In July 2004, the full-length practice test for the new TOEFL will be put online.

And in September 2005, the new TOEFL will replace the current version, which will still be used
until August 2005.

16. The be<t title of the article is
A. the new TOEFL is different from the current TOEFL
B. new look of TOEFL
C. what’s TOEFL
D. more competitive TOEFL
17. What’s the change in new TOEFL?
A. It will have four parts. B. It will become unique.
C. Thetota score of it isfrom0to 25. D. BothA and B.
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18. The most obvious ( B! ) changein new TOEFL is
A. speaking and writing B. the score
C. reading and listening D. thetime
19. If you want to take the exam of TOEFL in October 2005, you will
A. haveto pay alarger number of money B. do lots of practice to get agood score
C. haveto get ready for the new TOEFL D. haveto forget the old TOEFL
20. Which of the following statements about the new TOEFL isNOT TRUE?
A. Itsdifficulty will be raised.
B. It will be more challenging.
C. Its market share in the testing world will be kept same.
D. Therewill be agreat change in its reading part.

E
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The phone is ringing at the other end of the line and it clicks as it is being answered. A voice says
quickly, “Hello, Will you hold, please?’ then there is another click, followed by silence. It seems like
hours before someone comes back on theline, if you don’t hang up first.

Office calls are, perhaps, the most difficult and the most important part of a secretary’s work. The
first impression that aclient ( Jifi% ) receives about a business is very often through atelephone touch. A
caller who is left hanging on “hold” will get the feeling that he or she has been forgotten or paid no
attention to. If a call is answered rudely, the caller may become angry. And if the call is connected
directly to the right person, the caller may feel that he or she is getting the “run-around”.

Laura Needham is a secretary in the executive offices of alarge manufacturing ( )i ) company.
As a good office secretary, Laura knows that all phone calls must be answered quickly and dealt with
efficiently. She knows that a secretary must be pleasant and helpful, no matter how busy she is or what
kind of mood (3% ) she may be in. She knows she must keep calm if a caller gets impatient or
becomes angry; also, of course, she knows she can never allow herself to lose her temper. If she dose
not have the information the caller asks for, she must know who does have the information. Finally, she
knows that one of her most important responsibilities is to “screen” telephone calls and to know which
callsto refer to her boss, which calls to refer to other people, and which calls to handle herself.

A well-handled ( 4-FR75 2411 ) telephone call will give the caller agood impression of the company
he or she is dealing with. For this reason, an office secretary who can handle telephone calls cheerfully,
tactfully ( |57 ) , and efficiently is a valuable possession to any organization.

21. Secretaries find it to handle office calls.
A. extremely difficult B. quite necessary
C. very important D. alot boring

22. If acall isanswered the caller will get annoyed.
A. respectfully B. impolitely
C.intime D. promptly

23. LauraNeedham is
A. acapable executive of a manufacturing factory
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