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“Hangzhou is not only a city known for its long history and splendid
culture, but also a city of innovation and vitality. We believe the G20 Summit
2016 will present to you a unique charm into which history and reality blend.”
said Chinese President Xi Jinping in Antalya, Turkey, in November 2015.
The success of this summit in 2016 helps to acquaint the world with the host
city of Hangzhou, shows its culture and charm, enhances its international
visibility and reputation. In the post-G20 era, Hangzhou has accelerated its
internationalization and further strengthened its promotion. In September
2023, the 19th Asian Games, the largest comprehensive games of Asia, will be
held in Hangzhou, on which the world will focus, and will know more about
this city as well as Zhejiang Province. The Asian Games is not only a grand
sports event, but also a great opportunity for Hangzhou to demonstrate to the
world its region, culture and economy, and to boost its international popularity.
Therefore, the guidebook Enjoy Asian Games Explore Hosting City (Bilingual
in Chinese and English) has been compiled. The book will serve two purposes:
On the one hand, by virtue of this grand event, this guidebook aims to promote
“Chinese style, Zhejiang characteristics, Hangzhou charm”, and raise the
international profile of the host city so as to help the world learn about it and
fall in love with it; on the other hand, it is considerate to provide English
introduction to Hangzhou for the foreigners to understand the host city better,
because the barrier of language and the lack of relevant background knowledge
will inevitably affect their experience in Hangzhou during the Games. And
helping to make Hangzhou more internationalized, catering to the demands of
foreign visitors and improving their satisfaction with Hangzhou are important
parts of the publicity of this grand event.
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This bilingual book consists of nine chapters, focusing on Hangzhou’s
history, celebrities, local customs, cultural heritage, scenic spots and innovative
development, presenting in both Chinese and English the worthiest of
recommending of this city to the world. First, it introduces the overview of
Hangzhou, and then elaborates on its history, culture, tourism, food, shopping,
sports and leisure, innovation and vitality, and warmth as well. For example, the
section of *Hangzhou Impression” in Chapter One focuses on how celebrities
in ancient and modern times describe Hangzhou in their minds, such as Bai
Juyi in the Tang Dynasty wrote “the memory of Jiangnan is Hangzhou”’; Marco
Polo, the famous Italian traveler in the Yuan Dynasty, praised Hangzhou as

“the most beautiful and magnificent city in the world”; and so on. In Chapter
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Two, City of History and Culture, the section titled “Former Residences of
Celebrities” introduces several representative figures from many candidates,
fully demonstrating that Hangzhou has always been the habitat loved by
literati and personages. Chapter Three, City of Tourism, is about several scenic
zones, among which West Lake Scenic Area, Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal
and Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City have been admitted to the World
Heritage List by UNESCO, highlighting the quality of tourism in Hangzhou.
“Folk Cuisine and Their Historical Stories™ in Chapter Four tells the allusions
behind the local cuisine, helping to understand the history of Hangzhou.
Chapter Five, Paradise for Shopping, introduces traditional department stores
along with modern shopping malls. Chapter Six, City of Sports and Leisure,
mentions the national and international sports events and expos held in
Hangzhou, showing the openness of this city. Chapter Seven, City of Innovation
and Vitality, showcases the vitality of Hangzhou with the examples of Alibaba
and other famous enterprises as well as creative towns. Chapter Eight, City of
Warmth, introduces the public bicycle service and the priority of pedestrians at
zebra crossings practised in Hangzhou. The charm of Hangzhou lies not only in
its over 5,000 years’ history, in its most beautiful landscapes, in the profound
heritage of “Paradise on Earth™; it also lies in the innovation and vitality from
the continuous influx of high-level talents, in the numerous warm details, in
the blending of its picturesque nature, splendid culture and glorious history, as
well as in its booming economy and modern spirit. In a word, Hangzhou is the
spiritual habitat desired by many people.
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As mentioned above, this bilingual book covers the nature, history, culture,
economy and society of Hangzhou, integrating its characteristics, charm and
vitality with the publicity of the Asian Games, which is in line with the Games’
slogan of “Heart to Heart, @ Future”, so that foreign visitors can feel its charm
better while enjoying the Games. The Asian Games is also a good opportunity
to enhance the popularity of the city. The three principles underpinning the
compiling of this book are informativeness, guide, and publicity. Firstly, it not
only presents a comprehensive introduction to the history, culture, natural and
cultural landscape of Hangzhou, but also shows its modern image in the new
era. Secondly, it provides guide for the target population. And thirdly, it intends
to help more foreign visitors to know better about Hangzhou. This book aims at
both foreigners who will participate in the 2023 Asian Games and other foreign
people who will travel, study and work in this city, so as to achieve prolonged
publicity, and to help those foreigners who study, travel, work, start businesses,
invest and live in Hangzhou to feel its amazing innovation, booming economy
and long and diverse culture when enjoying the breathtaking scenery in this
city.
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Finally, we’d like to quote what Yuan Jiajun, Party Secretary of Zhejiang
Province at the time, said to international athletes and audiences in an exclusive
interview with China International Television in March 2021: “Zhejiang
province has the most beautiful landscape, rich cultural heritage, innovative
dynamic economy, especially the digital economy. We have loving and warm-
hearted society. We have beautiful countryside. We have lucid water and
green mountains. We have created a dynamic team of entrepreneurs. We have
pragmatic and efficient government, and above all, the intelligent, hardworking,
friendly and beautiful people. So I would like to give friends from Asia and the
whole world a warmest welcome to the city of Hangzhou. I am certain that you

will have a fulfilling trip. Thanks so much.”
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Chapter One
Hangzhou Overview

Hangzhou, the capital city of Zhejiang Province, is the political, economic, cultural,
educational, transportation and financial center of Zhejiang Province. Thanks to the location
advantages of the Yangtze River Delta and the convenience of the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand
Canal and trading ports, it has been an important commercial and trade center since ancient
times. At present, it has become one of the most important centers of e-commerce in China.

With beautiful sceneries and humanities treasure, a long history and profound culture,
Hangzhou is an ideal place for ancient literati to live and create. It is also one of the most
popular tourist destinations in China today. In recent years, with the development of
economy, urban construction and social utilities, more and more young talents choose to
work and live in Hangzhou. Since 2007, Hangzhou has been rated as “the happiest city in
China” for 15 consecutive years. G20 summit was held in Hangzhou in 2016, and the 19th
Asian Games will be held in Hangzhou in 2023. Based on the historical opportunity of “Post
G20 Summit, New Asian Games and Modernization”, Hangzhou takes solid steps towards
city internationalization. Hangzhou is considered one of the top 10 cities in China with the

best potential in development in the next decade.
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I History

Hangzhou, one of the seven ancient capitals in China, enjoys a long
history. The excavation of the Kuahu Bridge site in Xiaoshan confirms that as
early as 8,000 years ago, the place already saw thriving human activities. The
Liangzhu culture in Yuhang, which dates back over 5,000 years, is hailed by
historians as “the dawn of civilization™. In 222 BC, during the Qin Dynasty,
Qiantang County and Yuhang County were established in the current location
of Hangzhou. During the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms Period, the Wuyue
State (907 —978) established its capital in Hangzhou. In 1129 (the third year
of the Jianyan Reign Period of the Southern Song Dynasty), the Song court

moved south to Hangzhou and renamed “Hangzhou” as “Lin’an Prefecture”.
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