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& Education and Learning

Sy Se Se Se S Se Se S S S Se S e Se S Se Se Se Se S S S e Se S S S S S sie Se Se Se Se S Se Se S S S S e s sy,
| Obijectives :
3 In this unit you are expected to: é
; ® Jearn about the importance of language learning and key elements in education; é
% e build up a vocabulary and expression bank on education and learning; &
3 ® jdentify the main idea of a text; §
i ® franslate complex sentences into Chinese; é
:3 ® use suffixes in word formation. é



Part I Start-up

Activity 1 Before watching the video clip, can you imagine what education and
learning will be like in the future owing to the development of
technology 7 List your ideas and share them with your partners.

Activity 2 Watch the video “ Future Education and Learning” and fill [Eligr# E
= i o
iy 1

in the blanks with the information you’ ve got from the

video.
1. What can the hottest technologies mentioned in the video do for education?
In education, they can allow students to visit monuments, explore Mars and even (1)

2. What can Al do for education?

A. It could (2) the delivery of information and assessment to an individual.

B. It could also shift the role of a teacher to that of a (3) , supplementing the Al
lessons and helping (4)

C. For academic research and discoveries, Al could help (5) you can’t even see
right now.

Activity 3 Watch the video clip again and summarize its main idea.
In this video clip, the speaker explains that

2 | EMBEETEHE (EAR)




Part I Reading to Explore

[1]

[2]

[3]

[5]

Text A

The Real Reasons to Support Language Study

In an era of dwindling budgets, universities have identified language programs as an area for possible
cuts. Languages with few students are being framed as luxuries that cannot be afforded during a time of
scarcity. The target is easy: Language instruction is delivered by non-tenured faculty members to a much
greater extent than most other subjects are. Some universities have even announced that entire language
departments might be eliminated as a way to, euphemistically, realign resource allocation with emerging
priorities. There is a fundamental misunderstanding of the role that language learning should play in
undergraduate and graduate curricula, which could seriously imperil the ability of the university to
educate the students of the 21st century.

The conventional wisdom among university administrators is that languages are helpful only as tools to
achieve an end, such as being able to live, work, or do research in countries where operating in English
is not an option. My casual conversations with parents of students and with officials of external sources
of support, including government agencies and foundations, reveal a similarly limited view. This stance
is as shortsighted as it is widespread among the people who make key decisions about resource allocation
across disciplines and programs, and among those who pay for our students’ education.

For starters, research indicates that effective language instruction must be culturally grounded. Acquiring
a language involves learning the culture or cultures intimately associated with it. Although business
students, for example, can operate in English in a large number of countries, a deeper understanding of
the cultures there would enhance their performance as employees or entrepreneurs. Interactions and
negotiations in English may be possible, but there is nothing like knowing the local language to become
aware of the nuances and the sensitivities involved in everyday life or work situations.

We also know from research and experience that acquiring another language makes students better
problem-solvers, unleashing their ability to identify problems, enriching the ways in which they search
and process information, and making them aware of issues and perspectives that they would otherwise
ignore. | have often observed that students with exposure to two or more languages and cultures are
more creative in their thinking, especially when it comes to tackling complex problems that do not have
clear solutions.

Learners of languages, by exposing themselves to other cultures and institutional arrangements, are more
likely to see differences of opinion and conflicts by approaching a problem from perspectives that

incorporate the values and norms of others as well as their own. Knowledge of other languages also

Unit 1 Education and Learning | 3




[6]

[7]

[8]

[9]

fosters tolerance and mutual understanding. Language learning is thus much more than becoming
operational in an environment different than one’s own. It is a powerful way of appreciating and
respecting the diversity of the world.

Another common misconception about the study of languages is that globalization has reduced the market
value of most of them while increasing that of English, the lingua franca of business, science, and
technology. According to that logic, students would be wise to invest their time and energy in other
subjects once they have mastered spoken and written English. While it is true that major multinational
companies use English at their most important meetings, I continue to come across case-based evidence
indicating that if you work for a German, Japanese, Chinese, Swedish, or Brazilian company, you’d
better speak the language of the home country, or you will be at a disadvantage when it comes to
understanding the subtleties of decision-making and advancing your career. English proficiency may
have become a necessary qualification for employment at most multinational organizations, but it is
certainly not sufficient to pursue a successful professional career in an international context. The
argument that the market value of the English language is increasing relative to the value of other
languages, if pushed to its logical extreme, would present native English speakers with a false choice
between allocating their energies to learning another language and focusing on other academic subjects.
Many universities have lost touch with an evolving reality in the international business world. Some
undergraduate and graduate business programs claim to offer an international education, in some cases
involving short study trips. But few integrate a rigorous course of study in languages with standard
business subjects. At the graduate level, we have convinced ourselves that a one- or two-week trip to
meet business leaders in some country can be a substitute for the deep study of at least one foreign
language and culture. We are fooling ourselves if we believe that a global management education
consists of short study trips instead of serious language instruction.

Students who are serious about engaging in a demanding activity, whether learning to speak a language
or play a musical instrument, are more motivated to learn other subjects. The language learner is
undaunted by the difficulty of the task and eager to benefit from the discipline that language instruction
offers. I teach sociology and management courses to undergraduate and graduate students. Those who
have knowledge of languages other than English tend to perform better.

By undermining the importance of learning other languages, we are losing an opportunity to educate our
students to be better citizens of the world, and failing to provide them with the tools and mind-set they
need to understand and solve complex problems. Learning a language exercises the mind and enriches
the spirit. It is a fundamentally humbling process by which students learn that their culture and way of
expressing it are relative, not absolute. That perspective makes them more open to other points of view,

and more likely to avoid one-size-fits-all solutions to the problems of the world.

| SN EEDIEHIE (FAE)




New Words and Expressions

dwindle [ 'dwindl] vi. A AR
vt. i dg /)N s A
euphemistically [ jurfo'mistikli] adv.  Zlpith; i Hb
realign [ rizo'lain ] Vi. HOHTHES , Fa Y, o A
fundamental [ fanda'mentl ] adj.  FEARM); AR
imperil [ 1m'peral ] Vt. fe Jo s i T aks:
conventional [ kon'ven[onl ] adj. RS WO F5E TR0 F LAY
allocation [ elo'kerfn ] n. i BlE; HE
acquire [ o'kwarer | vt. 3] RS PG #R
entrepreneur [ ipntropro'nar ] n. K RN, EhE
unleash [ an'lizf] Vt. O 5 fRBRAEE, K, (ff) 1A
tackle [ 'taekl ] ve./vi. N AREECHERTEY R 1)
tolerance [ 'tolorons ] n. To s B TS, N
misconception [ \miskon'sep/n] n. TRAR; FEOE; FEIRAETE
lingua franca [liggwa 'freenka ] n. WHNE IRATE, i
subtlety [ 'satlti] n. e s B ; K
rigorous [ 'rigoras ] adj.  JUREW; DT TR TS EY
demanding [ di'maindiy ] adj. (TAE)BEREH, T (N WK, MEW 2
undermine [ iando'main | vt. LR s 32754 b e

Activity 1 Fill in the outline of the text with relevant information from Text A.

The Real Reasons to Support Language Study

I . The background

There’ s a misunderstanding of the role of (1) in undergraduate and graduate
curricula so that universities cut budgets for language programs when budgets dwindle.
II. Three misconceptions about language study

A. Languages are helpful only as tools to (2)

B. Globalization has reduced the (3) of most of the language study while increasing that
of English.

C. A global management education consists of short study trips instead of (4)

Unit 1 Education and Learning | 5




I. Real reasons to support language study

A. A deeper understanding of the cultures there would (5) as employees or
entrepreneurs.

B. Language learning makes students better ( 6) , unleashing their ability to
(7) , enriching the ways in which they (8)

C. Knowledge of other languages fosters tolerance and (9)

D. Language learners are more ( 10) to learn other subjects.

Activity 2 Choose the best answer to each of the following questions based on
what you have read in Text A.

1. Why have universities regarded language programs as an area for possible budget cuts?

A. Because language instruction is delivered by non-tenured faculty members who made the instruction
inferior to other subjects.

B. Because language learning is a luxury and is not affordable for most college students.

C. Because some misconceptions about language learning imperil the ability of the university to educate the
students of today.

D. Because some universities have announced the complete elimination of language departments.

2. According to the writer, which is NOT the benefit of embedding cultural study into language learning?
A. A deeper understanding of the cultures would enhance their performance as employees or entrepreneurs.
B. The cultural study would help employees or entrepreneurs to interact and negotiate better.

C. Culturally grounded language study would help people become aware of the nuances and sensitivities
involved in life and work.
D. Cultural study is an essential part of language learning because they are intimately associated.
3. Which expression below can best replace the word “nuances” in Paragraph 37
A. Trivialities. B. Subtle differences.
C. Total ignorance. D. Relevance.
4. What do the research and experience in Paragraph 4 show?
A. Language learners are better at identifying and solving problems and they tend to be more creative.
B. Acquiring another language hinders the learner’s ability to search and process information.
C. Language learners usually have an unclear solution while tackling complex problems.
D. Students with exposure to two or more languages and cultures feel hard to make decisions when they
have many creative solutions.

5. According to the writer, what would be the wise choice for the students?

A. To invest time and energy in other subjects once they have mastered spoken and written English.
B. To understand the subtleties of English and advance their careers.
C. To avoid attractions of language study and focus on academic subjects.

D. To spend time in learning the necessary working language.

6 |BMEEEEIEHIE (FAR)




6. What’s the relationship between a short study trip and a deep language study?
A. Short study trips could be replaced by deep language study.
B. A short study trip should be prior to a language study.
C. Short study trips should be integrated with language study.
D. Short study trips should be given more importance than language study.

Activity 3 Translate the following English sentences into Chinese and pay special
attention to the underlined parts.

1. There is a fundamental misunderstanding of the role that language learning should play in undergraduate

and graduate curricula, which could seriously imperil the ability of the university to educate the students of

the 21st century. (Paragraph 1)

2. This stance is as shortsighted as it is widespread among the people who make key decisions about resource

allocation across disciplines and programs, and among those who pay for our students’ education.

(Paragraph 2)

3. We also know from research and experience that acquiring another language makes students better problem

solvers, unleashing their ability to identify problems, enriching the ways in which they search and process

information, and making them aware of issues and perspectives that they would otherwise ignore.

( Paragraph 4)

4. While it is true that major multinational companies use English at their most important meetings, I
continue to come across case-based evidence indicating that if you work for a German, Japanese,
Chinese, Swedish, or Brazilian company, you’d better speak the language of the home country, or you

will be at a disadvantage when it comes to understanding the subtleties of decision—making and advancing

your career. ( Paragraph 7)

5. By undermining the importance of learning other languages, we are losing an opportunity to educate our

students to be better citizens of the world, and failing to provide them with the tools and mind—set they

need to understand and solve complex problems. (Paragraph 9)

Unit 1 Education and Learning | 7




Translation Tips

Translation of Complex Sentences
2 )2 i

B P FPIE T 2 8] 0 25 AN UR B AE R 2 L, i s S R B ) 2w b, A AR T
SR AR 2R, BRI e EiE Rt DUE R N sl E R FiE, D UEZ A
REE  RIBEPARRZ 2 S, DURRIE R Z 2935 i m 2 5 a0, A U e, DUE 4 A
ZHRUGEM ARG R B4 T8, A SO, = b DUE R R A R K
M, RIGZE,

HRYEPIRPIE 7 RE S, TR TP DU, AT o =P BR

R 7l ) e e Y 5 T v s o

55 20 W B IR B A E s E I N R B I E R

Yt AW EIE L AW 3

Practice 1

Most Asian-American students owe their success to the influence of parents who are determined that their

children take full advantage of what the American educational system has to offer.

ST . A 4 ASB1E S owe, are determined , take F1 has, 3] 3R] & owe, A]F F T4 . Most
Asian-American students owe their success to the influence of parents, who 5| 5 i 2 & 15 M 4], 1& 1
parents, H:H, that 5|52 are determined A9 1 A, what 5| 5/ 2410 of YRR MA],

Practice 2

Researchers have established that when people are mentally engaged, biochemical changes occur in the brain

that allow it to act more effectively in cognitive areas such as attention and memory.

MT. 24 4 V8 1 8l 1) have established, are engaged, occur #1 allow, H: ' 3241 2l 1] J& have
established, ] 3T} Researchers have established that, H.H 25—~ that 5|5 Y & have established ]
TN, TR, when 5 R 0 2 RRRIE AT, BEE R, 58 A that 5] R HYEH M
A& B4 /& biochemical changes [fij Jf-3F brain,

Practice 3

It is precisely this kind of conversation that is of importance when we are seeking to develop our reading to

meet the new demands being placed upon us by studying at a higher level.

8 | BB (FAR)




