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i Objectives .
i In this unit you are expected to: é
i ® Jlearn about the importance of education and learning; z:
i ® build up a vocabulary and expression bank on education and learning; %§<:
.§ ® Jearn how to handle numerals and quantifiers in translation; z
i e identify main ideas; and é
% ® franslate complex sentences into Chinese. é



Part I Start-up
Activity 1 Before reading the following passage, please list the learning modes you

prefer and benefits you might gain from different learning strategies.
Share your ideas with partners.

Activity 2 Read the following passage and answer the question.

[1]

Multimodal Learning Strategies

In order to learn in a more efficient way, students need to become familiar with various methods of
studying, learning, and remembering new information. If a student has multiple learning styles or
preferences (and most of us do), then we are able to tap into a variety of learning modes which will
enhance our ability to retain information. These multiple preferences can be varied. For example, a
student may have two strong preferences such as Visual and Auditory or Auditory and Kinesthetic. Some
individuals have no particular strong preferences and are a combination of all three—Visual, Auditory,
and Kinesthetic.

If the student does have multiple learning styles ( multimodal) , the advantages gained through multiple
learning strategies include the ability to learn more quickly and at a deeper level so that recall at a later
date will be more successful. Using various modes of learning also improves attention span.
Familiarizing yourself with various learning styles will only enhance your ability to study more
effectively. For example, when comprehension of reading material has not been successful, a visual
representation can often assist the student in comprehending the material. Or, if listening to a lecture has
not allowed the student to gain a complete understanding of a concept, viewing a presentation on the
same topic or attending a group study session could result in a more positive learning experience.
Multimodal learning strategies are a step in the right direction for most learners, allowing the student to
be more aware of learning preferences which may result in a stronger desire to learn new material.
Combining learning modes can also result in a more balanced approach to studying and learning, which

leads to greater understanding, comprehension and retention.
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Which of the following can best represent the implied main idea of Paragraph 29

A. Various benefits students gain from multimodal learning strategy.

B. The categories of multimodal learning strategy.

C. The role multimodal learning strategy plays.

D. The drawbacks of multimodal learning strategy.

Activity 3 Read the passage again and summarize its main idea.

In this passage, the author explains

Part I Reading to Explore

[1]

[3]

Text A

Learning Difficulties

Learning difficulties are often referred to as “learning differences”. This is because the main indication
that a child or adolescent has a learning difficulty is when he or she is not learning the way that is
expected or is seen as the “norm”. The result is that he or she will be underachieving in some, or
many, aspects of their education.
The term “learning difficulties” relates to significant and unusual difficulties in the acquisition and use of
one or more of the following areas: listening, speaking, reading, writing and mathematical skills.
Learning difficulties are also referred to as “learning disorders”, “learning disabilities”, and/or
“specific learning difficulties”. Learning difficulties are not indicative of intelligence levels, in fact,
some children demonstrate high levels of intelligence in some specific areas such as visual-spatial ability
or motor skills. On the other hand, some other children have what we call “global learning difficulties” ,
and they will be seen as “slow learners” in all academic areas.
Learning difficulties are not primarily due to low intelligence, sensory problems such as vision or
hearing problems, emotional problems or poor parenting or teaching. However, they may be associated
with a diagnosed primary problem such as an attention problem (e.g. AD-HD), a Pervasive
Developmental Disorder (e.g. Asperger’s Syndrome) or a Communication Disorder (e.g. Specific
Language Impairment).
Some common signs of learning difficulty. Children and adolescents with learning difficulties are seen
as a heterogeneous group. That is, they are all individuals with different types and degrees of learning
difficulty. However, the following is a list of many of the common characteristics of learning difficulty .
® Average to above-average general ability, but with under-achievement in some learning areas.
e Difficulty with the development of literacy skills; reading accuracy and comprehension, spelling,
written expression.
e Difficulty with “multi-modal” tasks, such as listening to the teacher at the same time as copying

from the board or making something.

Unit 1 Education and Learning | 3




[7]

® Taking longer than other children to carry out and complete a task.

® Trouble remembering ideas in sequence such as times tables or the words to a song.

® Difficulty with concentrating and paying attention, and easily distracted.

® Memory problems e.g. can’t follow instructions, especially if there are many parts, can’t remember
newly learned information such as math concepts.

® Organization difficulties e.g. a poor concept of time, or forgets to bring the right equipment to class.

® May have a history of delayed developmental milestones e.g. speech and language or motor skills.

® May have a family history of learning difficulties.

Recognizing Specific Learning Difficulties. There are terms used for some very specific types of

learning difficulty. The following are some of the most commonly used terms, each with a brief

description.

Dyslexia. There are many different definitions and professional views of dyslexia, which affects 5%-

10% of the population. The following definition has been formed by the Australian “Dyslexia Working

Party” (Helping people with dyslexia: a national action agenda, 2010), and is based on definitions

published by the British Dyslexia Association, the International Dyslexia Association, the International

Reading Association and the Rose Report on Dyslexia (UK) .

Dyslexia is a language-based learning disability of neurological origin. It primarily affects the skills

involved in accurate and fluent word reading and spelling. It is frequently associated with difficulties in

phonological processing. It occurs across a wide range of intellectual abilities with no distinct cut-off

points. It is viewed as a lifelong disability that does not respond as expected to best-practice evidence-

based classroom methods for teaching reading.

Dysgraphia. Dysgraphia means “difficulty expressing yourself in writing” , and is a specific learning

difficulty that affects the ability to recognize and form letters and recognize the relationship between

speech sounds and written letters. Children and adolescents with dysgraphia commonly have persistent

and greater-than-average difficulties with .

® Spelling.

® [etter formation, such as reversing the similar-looking letters p, b, q and d.

® Writing appropriately sized and shaped letters and spaced words.

® Writing the right words and generally formulating their thoughts onto paper.

® Poor, messy handwriting.

® Tiredness when writing.

Dyscalculia. Dyscalculia means “a difficulty learning or comprehending mathematics”. Difficulties

impact a range of areas, such as an inability to understand the meaning of numbers to an inability to

apply maths concepts to solving problems. The SPELD Foundation lists the following common

characteristics of dyscalculia in school-age children

® Poor mathematical concept development.

Lack of understanding of mathematical terms.

Confusion overprinted symbols and signs.

Difficulty solving basic maths problems using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.
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® Poor memory of number facts e.g. times tables.

® Trouble in applying knowledge and skills for solving maths problems.

® Weakness in visual-spatial skills, where a child may understand the required maths facts but has

difficulty putting them down on paper in an organized way.

® Frequent reversal of single figures and reversal of tens and units (e.g. 34 written as 43).

Key Words and Expressions

indication
adolescent
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acquisition
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Activity 1 Complete the following passage with relevant information from Text A.

”

Learning difficulties are also referred to as “learning disorders”, 1) “ , and/or

“specific learning difficulties”. Generally, they relate to significant and unusual difficulties in the 2)

and use of cognitive abilities. They are caused not only primarily by 3) ,

sensory problems, emotional problems and poor parenting or teaching, but also be associated with some

4) . Primarily, there are three types of common learning difficulties. Dyslexia is a

language-based learning disability of neurological origin. Dysgraphia means “difficulty expressing yourself in

&

writing”. And 5) means “a difficulty learning or comprehending mathematics” .

Activity 2 Choose the best answer to each of the following questions based on
Text A.

1. Which expression below can best replace the word norm in the first paragraph?

A. precondition B. standard C. intention D. requirement
2. Why are learning disabilities not indicative of intelligence levels?
A. Because some children only occasionally perform poorly in academic areas.
B. Because some children display high levels of intelligence in some specific fields.
C. Because some children are not studying hard enough.
D. Because some children lack proper learning attitudes and approaches.
3. According to the passage, which of the following syndrome belongs to dyscalculia?
A. Inability to write the right words in a proper size.
B. Inability to read fluently and accurately.
C. Inability to comprehend numbers, figures or times tables.
D. Inability to sort out one’s thoughts onto paper.
4. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. The causes resulting in learning difficulties.
B. Horrible effect of learning difficulties.
C. Effective means to overcome learning difficulties.

D. Learning difficulties and the corresponding syndromes.

Activity 3 Translate the following English sentences into Chinese.
1. The term “learning difficulties” relates to significant and unusual difficulties in the acquisition and use of

one or more of the following areas: listening, speaking, reading, writing and mathematical skills.

2. Learning difficulties are not indicative of intelligence levels. In fact, some children demonstrate high levels

of intelligence in some specific areas such as visual-spatial ability or motor skills.
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3. Some other children have what we call “global learning difficulties” , and they will be seen as “slow

learners” in all academic areas.

4. Learning difficulties are not primarily due to low intelligence, sensory problems such as vision or hearing

problems, emotional problems or poor parenting or teaching.

5. Children and adolescents with learning difficulties are seen as a heterogeneous group, that is, they are all

individuals with different types and degrees of learning difficulty.

Translation Tips

Translating Numerals and Quantifiers
Heis P B
1. #iR gy #iE
DU AR TR 7 3R 7R B 1Y J7 A I AN TR] 3 I AN SRS AT A 4w Ae] 3R 5K A I AR 7 AT

A,
it
ten thousand : /i one hundred thousand : +J7 one hundred million .42
one billion; 142 ten billion: 112
hundreds of . 20 & thousands of : 50T ; T [ )7 tens of thousands of: T T H H

millions of :Z{ A 71 ; TEH A millions of millions of : {2 J7

5 IR A —LE R R B 1 24 17 .

decades: JL+ (4F) scores ; i JL+; K dozens; 5+7

2. ERKEE
1) B s A AT ) 04 R « B RN B TR PR A X N A DU
4N, ton: M gram:sd foot: L/ inch. Pt
2) iE 24 A R B R TR B R AT G DU E I R IA 2T I
514N a piece of news:—JJH B a colony of ants: —#E#3 . a cake of soap.—IRALE
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3) EHEERHG R
4. a chair. —UFF  a horse:—ULE  a tree . — A
A red sun rose slowly from the calm sea.
—HELL H AR TR (7 P TS
3. EHREEF
1) RS
(1) n times + 248} + that of..., n times as... BY as v. + n times...
f] 1. The output of cars of this year is about three times as great as that of last year.
SRR RRARLFEN =, SLAFMIRE B LR FEZ WA
PRI R AT - B A7 B Lo I =1 A7
(2) n times +3 N7 LAY LA + than...
f] 2. The irrigated area in this prefecture is four times bigger than in 1998.
AR DR HEME D AL 1998 AR3E N T 4 £,
BV n times I Y HLERGL+ than. . WAL G0 B 57
(3) B Xryzhia + by...
{41 3. The rate of inflation has increased by 3%.
HIZIKRIE KT 3%,
PRV BN LW BliE] + by a factor of IR “HEMI T n—1 457 s 3G LA BhiA] +to... AT PRAL“ 1
INE e B BRI T n-1 457
(4) double, treble, quadruple, n + fold
51 4 . The efficiency of the machine has been more than trebled.
XEHLASHIBCRE M T — 5%,
PEEE . 2 double, treble, quadruple, n + fold £5 /R BT AL IR AT PRAL« Se- - M) n A5 B B8
T n-1457,
2) fEEA >
(1) n times as “J/b" 5 AR as---, n times “Jl/D" 7 SUAG LIS than---, “Y/0" B LAy 8hiA] +
n times 45
5 5. The length of the laser tube was reduced ten times.
WOLE R EAHES] 1/10, (BLEOUEMRESE T 9/10,)
il 6 . This kind of film is twice thinner than ordinary paper, but its quality is quite good.
S ORI Y JEE B R ARk A — 2, AT B i AR 2 B
R R FGR TR oo 38 (n=1)/n” WD T (=1 ) /0" “Jeeoo1/n” “ WD E) 1/0” (5 n
HA /INBURL DU B B AN /NS R B 3 B )
(2) “Wlb” B Bhia+by AT P P n—1/n” BB 107 I8 B R Bl +
by a factor of
51 7 . The load resistance is reduced by a factor of 5.
AR BN B2 —
5] 8 . The company has reduced its workforce from more than 15,000 to 10,000.
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S AP TAE AN SN —TJ7 LT A B — 1 A

VRIE IR AT WD n—1/n” 5L W03 1/n” 5 0800 3 LA SR+ to AR Yl D 3o "
4. JIEHRHAREE

A SR RO AE DU T DL T AR B, (R A R D HOR R BEHE AT S (B B0, BB RN PR
Ko XFLIE TR T DR ] FRERT A DUERYFRIA T, LAUT 205z i

1) “F(ERIF

a drop in the ocean 5 ifF—3¢E

within a stone’s throw —7jZ 1%

kill two birds with one stone — i XUift

A fall into the pit, a gain in your wit. Z—#%% K—%

2) AAF(EEIF

at sixes and sevens Lt /\fl

on second thoughts 5 =% &

by ones and twos = — I HE , IV HL

Two heads are better than one. =5 FZIF Ml 8 &5

—Can you come down a little? —Sorry, it’s one price for all.

—VRBEME B — RS2 XA, A

3) AWPEH

One man’s meat is another man’s poison. A%A T4,

I’'ll love you three score and ten. FE—FETZIRH,

Ten to one he has forgotten it. fRAJEEM LT,

His mark in math is second to none in the class. Al IR~ BAEBE R A SNHTHF N,

She is a second Lei Feng. fliJ&F B AW,

I always believe in my sixth sense. FEAHE TR 1Y HE

He talks about you nine times out of ten when we have chit-chat. 4 YR F& ] A WA Al JL - #F 3R
FAR

Practice 1

The per-capita disposable income of city dwellers rose by 3.4 percent and the per-capita net income of rural

residents by 4.6 percent.

Practice 2

Last year, 7 million people in cities and towns found their first jobs, and 2.45 million laid-off workers were

re-employed, and the registered unemployment rate in cities and towns was 3.1 percent.
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