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FQHT DON QUIXOTE

Introduction

he novel tells of the senseless adventures of

T Don Quixote, once called Alonso Quixano, a

quiet villager living in the Spanish countryside, who becomes

enchanted with the idea of knightly courage and gallantry after
reading numerous such novels of the time.

Don Quixote took place during the early seventeenth
century, the golden age of Spanish literature, when many of
Spain’s greatest literary works were created, a time when Spain
experienced an obsession with conquering other lands, thereby
calling for novels depicting masculine controlling characters.
Miguel Cervantes intended for Don Quixote to ridicule such
common novels of the time, stories which primarily involved
bravery and power.

Though the main character, Don Quixote, foolishly runs off
in pursuit of heroism after going mad, receiving little gratitude
for his attempts at fearless heroism in the process, some such
experiences were based on Cervantes’ own time in the Spanish

military.
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ZH)
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conquer /'kopka/ vt. 125
thereby /0ca 'bar/ adv. [t
depict /dr ‘pikt/ vt. iR
masculine /'maskjolin/ adj. 7
T

ridicule /'ridikju:l/ vt. W55
primarily / prammorily/ adv. -2
pursuit /pa ‘sju:t/ n. 3K
gratitude /'graetitiu:d/ n.
process / ‘provses/ n. IIFE

military /'militori/ n. %[\



w1 DON QUIXOTE

PART 1
Chapter 1

n a village of La Mancha, there lived not long since

I one of those gentlemen whose age was bordering on

fifty. He was of a hardy habit, long-faced, and a great sportsman.

They will have it that his surname was Quixada or Quesada. He

had in his house a housekeeper past forty, a niece under twenty,
and a lad for the field and market place.

You must know, then, that the above-named gentleman
whenever he was at leisure (which was mostly all year-round)
gave himself up to reading books of knightly gallantry with
such eagerness that he almost entirely neglected the pursuit of
his field-sports, and even the management of his property.

His fancy grew full of what he used to read about in
his books; namely, charms, quarrels, battles, challenges,
wounds, loves, agonies, and all sorts of impossible nonsense.
These thoughts so possessed his mind that the whole fabric of
invention and fancy he read of was true, that to him, no history
in the world had more reality in it. In short, his wits being quite
gone, he hit upon the strangest notion that ever a madman in
this world hit upon, and that was that he fancied it was right
and necessary that he should make a knight of himself. He
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management /' manidsmont/ .
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FQHT DON QUIXOTE

planned to roam the world over in full armer and on horseback
in quest of adventure, righting every wrong, exposing himself to
peril and danger in the process to reap eternal fame and glory.

After spending eight days in pondering over what to call
himself, at last he made up his mind to be called, “Don Quixote
of La Mancha”, considering that the name accurately described
his origin and country, thus doing honor to his surname in
taking it.

So then, after declaring his horse to be called Rocinante,
he came to the conclusion that nothing more was needed but to
look out for a lady to be in love with, for a knight without love
was like a tree without leaves or fruit. So, without giving notice
of his intention to anyone, one morning before the dawning of
the day, during the hottest days of the month of July, he put
on his suit of armor, placed his mended bowl on his head for a
helmet, mounted Rocinante, and set out by the back door.

A short time after departing, he came upon an inn in the
nearby village of Toboso, and was soon in the presence of a
rather simple peasant woman, and thus declared her to be a
princess, addressing her with the name, Dulcinea, in whose
service he swore to honor eternally.

“O Princess Dulcinea, lady of this captive heart, such
anguish fills my heart as I pine for your love.”

And so he went on stringing together these and other

absurdities, all in the style of those books he had read so eagerly,



