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The Legend ofiﬁng Qian
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Chapter 1 Legends of Monarchs and Concubines
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[ Background Introduction ]

King Qian (852-932) , with his family name as Qian, given name Liu, and
courtesy name Jiimei, was from Lin’an, Zhejiang Province. King Qian was the
creator of Wuyue State (907-978) in the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms
period, the main pathfinder of Wuyue culture, the pioneer transferring Chinese
economic and cultural center from the north to the south, and the founder making
Hangzhou City “heaven on earth” . Born in a poor family, Qian Liu made a
living by selling sea salt at the age of sixteen. Later, he became the Deputy
General of Dong Chang, gradually expanding his own power and occupying the
thirteen states of Zhejiang Province with Hangzhou City as the head. Then he
created the State of Wuyue, retaining sovereignty over regions south of the
Yangize River for 86 years and for 35 generations. Beyond his 41-year reign,
King Qian took the policies of safeguarding the state sovereignty and the well-
being of the people contributing to the prosperous economy and a galaxy of
literati. His main achievements were having the Seawall of Qiantang River
constructed and the Taihu Lake dredged.

King Qian was a diligent and strict ruler who loved his people and was loved

by all. The legend of King Qian is a group of folklore stories evolving from the life
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experiences of Qian Liu, widely known in Zhejiang Province. With a long history
and abundant contents, the legend involves King Qian’s life experiences, family
history, entrepreneurship, doing boldly what is righteous, achievements, getting
rid of the cruel and pacifying the good people, caring about the sufferings of the
civilians and the legends of place names and local customs. The legends of King
Qian were recorded both in the short sketches of the Song and the Yuan
Dynasties, such as Historical events in Qiantang (Qian Tang Yi Shi) , History of
State of Wuyue (Wu Yue Bei Shi) , and in the regional annals, such as Annals of
Zhejiang Province (Zhe Jiang Tong Zhi) , and Notes on the West Lake (Xi Hu
You Lan Zhi) . In recent years, the legends of King Qian have been largely
recomposed into literature arts, such as dramas, films and teleplays, which have
made a great influence on the public, which, in return, has to some extent

promoted the propagation of the stories orally.
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[Story in English ]

At the end of the Tang Dynasty, Qian Liu in State of Wuyue (907-978)
was so brave that people at that time called him King Qian. When King Qian
governed Hangzhou City, he could handle most of the things quite easily, but what
made him the most worried was the construction of the dams on both sides of
Qiantang River. Because of the high tide of fierce strength of the Qiantang River,
the case was often that when the dam on this side was just constructed the dam on
the other side had collapsed, so that there was a proverb saying, “It takes a bucket
of gold (about $8.27 million) to construct the dams of the Yellow River every
day, and it takes a bucket of silver to construct the dams of the Qiantang River
every day” .

At that time, someone told King Qian that the reason why it was hard to
construct the seawall was that there was a god of tide in Qiantang River making
troubles. King Qian then said, “I will subjugate the God of Tide myself! On the
18th day of the eighth month of the Chinese lunar calendar, I want 10,000 archers
assembled by the river!”

Why did he choose this day? As it was the birthday of the God of Tide, on

this day the tide was the highest and the most fierce. Moreover, it was said that
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the God of Tide would ride a white horse rushing on the tide.

On that day, King Qian selected 10,000 archers, intending to vanquish the
god of tide. However, as they must pass the Baoshi Mountain to get to the river,
and only one man could pass it at one time because of the narrow mountain road,
it took a lot of time but the archers still did not arrive at the river. Informed of the
reason, King Qian kicked the mountain into halves with his feet and there
emerged a rather wide road in the middle of the mountain so that the archers went
through successfully. Since then, the place has been called “Kicked Hill”
(Deng Kai Ling) . The huge footprints of King Qian are still left on the hill, clear
and distinct.

Arriving at the river, the 10,000 archers lined up looking at the river with
bows and arrows in their hands full of courage. The civilians living by Qiantang
River had suffered a lot from the tide disasters, so when they heard King Qian was
going to shoot the God of Tide, they all rushed to watch and cheered for King
Qian. The river banks were then crowded with people. King Qian was deeply
encouraged by that, so he wrote a sentence quickly, “Please lend the Qiantang
River to the city” , and threw it into the river, shouting loudly, “The God of
Tide, listen to me! If you accept, you must not turn the tide anymore! But if
you refuse, do not blame me for my cruelty! " However, the God of Tide just
ignored him. One could only see the white string rushing from afar with a faster
and faster speed. When it came near the bank, it rolled fiercely just like the
exploded iceberg and keeled snow drifts, rushing directly to the King stage.
Seeing this, King Qian shouted, “Release!” and shot the first arrow. All of a
sudden, ten thousand arrows shot at once directly to the tide. Looking at this, the

civilians all clapped hands and stamped feet, shouting and cheering loudly. In a
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few minutes, thirteen thousand arrows shot continuously, forcing the tide not
daring to come nearer. King Qian ordered, “Continue!” The tide had no choice
but to wind its way to the southwest and disappeared at last.

Until today, the tide would nearly disappear when it comes near the Liuhe
Pagoda, in front of which the river water would wind its way forward, so people
called it “Zigzagging River” (Zhi Jiang) .

Since then, the seawall construction project of the Qiantang River could go
smoothly. The later generations built a King Qian Ancestral Temple facing the
Gongchen Mountain and called the seawall by the river “Qian Tang” so as to

commemorate the contributions of King Qian.
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[ Cultural Notes]

State of Wuyue (907-978): One of the ten states in the Five Dynasties,
created by Qian Liu from Lin’an, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang Province, with its
capital city as Qiantang (Hangzhou) . In the heyday, the state sovereignty
included the whole Zhejiang Province, Shanghai City, Suzhou and northeast
Fujian Province.

Baoshi Mountain: It is located at the north side of Beili Lake of the West
Lake in Hangzhou, the famous scenic spot of Bei Mountain. With 78 meters high,
the mountain was made of reddish rhyolite and tuff containing iron oxide,
sparkling in the sun looking like jades, so it is called Baoshi Mountain.

Liuhe Pagoda: Located on the Yuelun Mountain by the Qiantang River at
the south of the West Lake in Hangzhou City, it is one of the most well-preserved
existing ancient pagodas made with post and panel structure. The pagoda was
originally built in 970 in the Northern Song Dynasty by the monk Zhiyuan to
suppress the river tide, whose name was evolved from the meaning of the ideology
of “Liu He ]ing" in Buddhism.

Qiantang: In 222 BC, the First Emperor of Qin established Qiantang
County subordinate to Kuaiji Prefecture (the current Suzhou City) . Hangzhou
City was established in the Sui Dynasty, with Qiantang County as the first county.
In the Tang Dynasty, the Chinese character Tang was changed into another one so

as to be differentiated from the title of Tang Dynasty.
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[ Cultural Value]

King Qian of the State of Wuyue was one of the most outstanding characters
in the history of Zhejiang Province, and the legends of King Qian are also deeply

praised for the abundant connotation and high aesthetic value.
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Firstly, the legends of King Qian vividly express the will, desires and
affections of the public. For thousands of years, the ancestors in Zhejiang
Province have fought hard against the nature and the tide disasters for a living.
The story of King Qian shooting the tide and defeating the flood expresses people’s
common desire of fighting against the nature.

Secondly, the legends of King Qian condensed the innovative spirit of
looking for the truth and being practical of the people in Zhejiang Province. He
safeguarded the state sovereignty and protected the well-being of the local people
and then paid allegiance to the Song Dynasty benefiting his people. He was
portrayed as a labor hero full of the spirit of fighting in the legend of Dragon King
(Zhi Long Wang) , which brought him closer to the hearts of the lower classes.

Thirdly, the legends of King Qian embody the profound educational
significance and meaningful aesthetic value. The high virtues and ideological
quintessence reflected in the legend can still be compiled in the textbooks, such
as governing the state well, considering the situation, keeping talented people,
listening to others’suggestion, valuing the old friendship and making sure that
peace is the most precious.

Finally, “the memorial ceremony for King Qian at the Lantern Festival”
has to some extent enriched the holiday and cultural life of Hangzhou people and
added the humanistic connotation to the West Lake Scenic Spots. In order to
commemorate King Qian who had done some good things in history and made
contributions to the development of Zhejiang economy, people in Hangzhou has
made “the memorial ceremony for King Qian” a traditional festival custom with

specific characteristics and influence.
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