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ONE Writing Makes an Exact Man

Brainstorm

Writing and Reading”

A farmer can’t read or write. One day he asks a man to write a letter for him. He wants to
post the letter to his uncle.

“I can’t write your letter,” says the man, “Because I have a bad leg.”

“Sir,” says the farmer, “I know, but I can’t see what a bad leg has to do with writing a
letter.”

“It has much to do with it,” says the man, “Because I can’t walk so far and read the letter to
your uncle.”

“What do you mean, sir?” says the farmer. “His son can read it to him. Why do you need to
read if for him?”

“Don’t you understand,” answers the man, “That only I can read what I write?”

Questions

1. What do you get from the story?
2. Do you like writing? Is writing important for you in your work and life? How do you

think of the difference of writing in English and in Chinese?

O PILEE. RE R AR E[EB/OL]. (2016-03-06) [2020-10-29]. https://www.hjenglish.com/bec/
p768929/.

*ov1. *



Ambition®

Perri Klass

In college, my friend Beth was very ambitious, not only for herself but for her friends. She
was interested in foreign relations, in travel, in going to law school. “I plan to be Secretary of
State someday”, she would say matter-of-factly. One mutual friend was studying literature,
planning to go to graduate school; he would be the chairman of the Yale English Department.
Another friend was interested in political journalism and would someday edit 7ime magazine. |
was a biology major, which was a problem: Beth’s best friend from childhood was also studying
biology, and Beth had already decided she would win the Nobel Prize. This was resolved by my
interest in writing fiction. I would win that Nobel, while her other friend would win for science.

It was a joke; we were all smart-ass college freshmen, pretending the world was ours for
the asking. But it was not entirely a joke. We were smart college freshmen, and why should we
limit our ambitions?

I’ve always liked ambitious people, and many of my closest friends have had grandiose
dreams. I like such people, not because I am desperate to be buddies with a future Secretary of
State but because I find ambitious people entertaining, interesting to talk to, fun to watch. And,
of course, I like such people because I am ambitious myself, and I would rather not feel
apologetic about it.

Ambition has gotten a bad press. Back in the 17th century, Spinoza thought ambition and
lust were “nothing but species of madness, although they are not enumerated among diseases”.
Especially in women, ambition has often been seen as a profoundly dislikable quality; the word
“ambitious” linked to a “career woman” suggested that she was ruthless, hard as nails, clawing
her way to success on top of the bleeding bodies of her friends.

Then, in the late seventies and the eighties, ambition became desirable, as books with titles
like How to Stomp Your Way to Success became bestsellers. It was still a nasty sort of attribute,
but nasty attributes were good because they helped you look out for number one.

But what I mean by ambition is dreaming big dreams, putting no limits on your
expectations and your hopes. I don’t really like very specific, attainable ambitions, the kind you
learn to set in the career-strategy course taught by the author of How to Stomp Your Way to

Success. 1 like big ambitions that suggest that the world could open up at any time, with work

DO Z2HX. A¥BHEEHRLEE2M]. dx: MEHFESH R ERAE, 2015; 177-180.
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and luck and determination. The next book could hit it big. The next research project could lead
to something fantastic. The next bright idea could change history.

Of course, eventually you have to stop being a freshman in college. You limit your
ambitions and become more realistic, wiser about your potential, your abilities, and the number
of things your life can hold. Sometimes you get close to something you wanted to do, only to
find it looks better from far away. Back when I was a freshman, to tell the truth, I wanted to be
Jane Goodall, go into the jungle to study monkeys and learn things no one had ever dreamed of.
This ambition was based on an interest in biology and several National Geographic television
specials; it turned out that wasn’t enough of a basis for a life. There were a number of other
early ambitions that didn’t pan out either. I was not fated to live a wild, adventurous life, to
travel alone to all the most exotic parts of the world, to leave behind a string of broken hearts.
Oh well, you have to grow up, at least a little.

One of the worst things ambition can do is tell you that you’re a failure. The world is full
of measuring tapes, books and articles to tell you where you should be at your age, after
so-and-so many years of doing what you do.

Almost all of us have to deal with the tremendous success of friends (or enemies), with
those who somehow started out where we did but are now way in front. My college-alumni
magazine arrives every two months without fail, so | can find out who graduated two years after
I did but is now running a groundbreaking clinic at a major university hospital (and I’'m only
just finishing my residency), who is restoring a fabulous mansion in a highly desirable town by
the sea, and who got promoted yet again, due to natural brilliance and industry.

I read an article recently about how one’s twenties are the decade for deciding on a career
and finishing your training, and the thirties are for consolidating your success and rising within
your chosen job (and here I am in my thirties, not even sure what I want to do yet). With all
these external yardsticks, the last thing anyone needs is an internal voice as well, whispering
that you were supposed to do it better, get further and that all you’ve actually accomplished is
mush, since you haven’t met your own goals.

The world is full of disappointed people. Some of them probably never had much ambition
to start with; they sat back and waited for something good and felt cheated because it never
happened. Some of them had very set, specific ambitions and for one reason or another, never
got what they wanted. Others got what they wanted but found it wasn’t exactly what they’d
expected it to be. Disappointed ambition provides fodder for both drama and melodrama:
aspiring athletes (who could have been contenders), and aspiring dancers (all they ever needed
was the music and the mirror).

The world is also full of people so ambitious, so consumed by drive and overdrive that

nothing they pass on the way to success has any value at all. Life becomes one long exercise in
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delayed gratification; everything you do, you’re doing only because it will get you where you
want to be one day. Medical training is an excellent example of delayed gratification. You spend
years in medical school doing things with no obvious relationship to your future as a doctor, and
then you spend years in residency, living life on a miserable schedule, staying up all night and
slogging through the day, telling yourself that one day all this will be over. It’s what you have to
do to become a doctor, but it’s a lousy model for life in general. There’s nothing wrong with a
little delayed gratification every now and then, but a job you do only because of where it will
get you—and not because you like it—means a life of muttering to yourself, “Someday this will
be over.” This is bad for the disposition.

As you grow up, your ambitions may come into conflict. Most prominently nowadays, we
have to hear about women torn between family and career, about women who make it to the top
only to realize they left their most precious things behind. Part of growing up, of course, is
realizing that there is only so much room in one life, whether you are male or female. You can
do one thing wholeheartedly and single-mindedly and give up some other things. Or you can be
greedy and grab something new without wanting to give up what you already have. This leads to
a chaotic and crowded life in which you are always late, always overdue, always behind, but
rarely bored. Even so, you have to come to terms with limitations; you cannot crowd your life
with occupations and then expect to do each one as well as you might if it were all you had to
do. I realize this when I race out of the hospital, offending a senior doctor who had offered to
explain something to me, only to arrive late at the daycare center, annoying the people who
have been taking care of my daughter.

People consumed by ambition, living with ambition, become a little humorless and a little
one-sided. On the other hand, people who completely abrogate their ambition aren’t all fun and
games either. I’ve met a certain number of women whose ambitions are no longer for
themselves at all; their lives are now dedicated to their offspring. I hope my children grow up to
be nice people, smart people, people who use good grammar; and I hope they grow up to find
things they love to do, and do well. But my ambitions are still for me.

Of course, I try to be mature about it all. I don’t assign my friends Nobel Prizes or top
government posts. I don’t pretend that there is room in my life for any and every kind of
ambition I can imagine. Instead, I say piously that all I want are three things: I want to write
as well as I can, I want to have a family, and I want to be a good pediatrician. And then, of
course, a voice inside whispers: to write a bestseller, to have ten children, to do stunning
medical research... Fame and fortune, it whispers, fame and fortune...Even though I’m not a
college freshman anymore, I’m glad to find that little voice still there, whispering sweet

nothings in my ear.
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Writing Drafts®
Richard Marius

Finally the moment comes when you sit down to begin your first draft. It is always a good
idea at the start to list the points you want to cover. A list is not as elaborate as a formal outline.
In writing your first list, don’t bother to set items down in the order of importance. List your
main points and trust your mind to organize them. You will probably make one list, study it,
make another, study it, and perhaps make another. You can organize each list more completely
than the last. This preliminary process may save you hours of starting and stopping.

Write with your list outline in front of you. Once you begin to write, commit yourself to
the task at hand. Do not get up until you have written for an hour. Write your thoughts quickly.
Let one sentence give you an idea to develop in the next. Organization, grammar, spelling, and
even clarity of sentences are not nearly as important as getting the first draft together. No matter
how desperate you feel, keep going.

Always keep your mind open to new ideas that pop into your head as you write. Let your
list outline help you, but don’t become a slave to it. Writers often start an essay with one topic
in mind only to discover that another pushes the first one aside as they work. Ideas you had not
even thought of before you began to write may pile onto your paper, and five or six pages into
your first draft you may realize that you are going to write about something you did not imagine
when you started.

If such a revelation comes, be grateful and accept it. But don’t immediately tear up or erase
your draft and start all over again. Make yourself keep on writing, developing these new ideas
as they come. If you suddenly start all over again, you may break the train of thought that has
given you the new topic. Let your thoughts follow your new thesis, sailing on that tack until the
wind changes.

When you have said everything you can say in this draft, print it out if you are working on
a computer. Get up from your desk and go sit in a chair somewhere else to read it without
correcting anything. Then put it aside, preferably overnight. If possible, read your rough draft
just before you go to sleep. Many psychological tests have shown that our minds organize and
create while we sleep if we pack them full before bedtime. Study a draft just before sleep, and
you may discover new ideas in the morning.

Be willing to make radical changes in your second draft. If your thesis changed while you
were writing your first draft, you will base your second draft on this new subject. Even if your
thesis has not changed, you may need to shift paragraphs around, eliminate paragraphs, or add
new ones. Inexperienced writers often suppose that revising a paper means changing only a

word or two or adding a sentence or two. This kind of editing is part of the writing process, but

O Z2HX. AFERBEXBEHEEE2M]. dbx. SMBEHF 5K M KL, 2015 32-34.
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it is not the most important part. The most important part of rewriting is a willingness to turn
the paper upside down, to shake out of it those ideas that interest you most, and to set them in a
form where they will interest the reader too.

Some writers cut up their first drafts with a pair of scissors. They toss some paragraphs
into the trash; others they paste up with rubber cement in the order that seems most logical and
coherent. Afterward they type the whole thing through again, smoothing out the transitions,
adding new material, getting new ideas as they work. The translation of the first draft into the
second nearly always involves radical cutting and shifting around. Now and then you may
firmly fix the order of your thoughts in your first draft, but I find that the order of my essays is
seldom established until the second draft.

With the advent of computers the shifting around of parts of the essays has become easy.
We can cut and paste electronically with a few strokes of the keyboard. We can also make
back-up copies of our earlier drafts so we can go back to them if we wish. But as I said earlier,
computers do not remove from us the necessity to think hard about revising.

Always be firm enough with yourself to cut out thoughts or stories that have nothing to do with
your thesis, even if they are interesting. Cutting is the supreme test of a writer. You may create a
smashing paragraph or sentence only to discover later that it does not help you make your point.
You may develop six or seven examples to illustrate a point and discover you need only one.

Now and then you may digress a little. If you digress too often, or too far, readers will not
follow you unless your facts, your thoughts, and your style are so compelling that they are
somehow driven to follow you. Not many writers can pull such digressions off, and most editors
will cut out the digressions even when they are interesting. In our hurried and harried time,
most readers get impatient with the rambling scenic route. They want to take the most direct
way to their destination. To appeal to most of them, you must cut things that do not apply to
your main argument.

In your third draft, you can sharpen sentences, add information here and there, cut some
things, and attend to other details to heighten the force of your writing. In the third draft,
writing becomes a lot of fun (for most of us). By then you have usually decided what you want
to say. You can now play a bit, finding just the right word, choosing just the right sentence form,
compressing here, expanding there.

I find it helpful to put a printed draft down beside my keyboard and type the whole thing
through again as a final draft, letting all the words run through my mind and fingers one more
time rather than merely deleting and inserting on the computer screen. I wrote four drafts of the
first edition of this book; I have preserved the final draft of that edition on computer diskettes.
But I am writing this draft by propping the first edition up here beside me and typing it all over
again. By comparing the first draft and the second draft, one can see how many changes I have
made, most of them unforeseen until I sat down here to work.

I have outlined here my own writing process. It works for me. You must find the process
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that works for you. It may be different from mine. A friend tells me that his writing process
consists of writing a sentence, agonizing over it, walking around the room, thinking, sitting
down, and writing the next sentence. He does not revise very much. I think it unnecessarily
painful to bleed out prose that way, but he bleeds out enough to write what he needs to write.
Several of my friends tell me they cannot compose at a typewriter; they must first write with a
pencil on a yellow pad. These are the people most likely to cut up their drafts with scissors and
paste them together in a different form. They also tend to be older. Most young writers are
learning to compose at a keyboard, and they cannot imagine another way to write. Neither can
I—though on occasion I go back to my pencil for pages at a time.

The main thing is to keep at it. B. F. Skinner has pointed out that if you write only fifty
words a night, you will produce a good-sized book every two or three years. That’s not a bad
record for any writer. William Faulkner outlined the plot of his Nobel Prize-winning novel 4
Fable on a wall inside his house near Oxford, Mississippi. You can see it there to this day. Once
he got the outline on the wall, he sat down with his typewriter and wrote, following the outline
to the end. If writing an outline on a kitchen wall does the trick for you, do it. You can always
repaint the wall if you must.

Think of writing as a process making its way toward a product—sometimes painfully. Don’t
imagine you must know everything you are going to say before you begin. Don’t demean yourself
and insult your readers by letting your first draft be your final draft. Don’t imagine that writing is
easy or that you can do it without spending time on it. And don’t let anything stand in your way of
doing it. Let your house get messy. Leave your magazines unread and your mail unanswered. Put off
getting up for a drink of water of a cup of tea. Never mix alcohol with your writing; true, lots of
writers have become alcoholics, but it has not helped their writing. Don’t make a telephone call.

Don’t straighten up your desk. Sit down and write. And write, and write, and write.

Discussion

1. What does the author mean by ambition? Why may the ambitions come into conflict
when people grow up?

2. How to write the draft? How do you understand the idea of writing as a process making
in its way toward a product?

3. Make the outline of the two passages and list the ideas about the importance of ambition.

1. Definition of Writing

What is writing? In general, writing can be defined as the literary work, especially the
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literary composition. It can refer to any piece of written work as writing, especially when
considering the use of appropriate language and style in it. It is any style or form of
composition, the work of a writer, anything expressed in words, including a short sentence, a
short or long paragraph, or even a long essay. It can be written in a piece paper or typed in the
blog, diary, zoon, or somewhere else.

Writing is a way using words to describe the experience, explain something, express the
view, and show the feeling. Some examples can show the importance in our work and daily life.
Writing is typically considered as socially-situated act, and this view is reinforced by the aims
and experiences of the recent writing across the curriculum movement. (Young & Fulwiler,
1986) Most college teachers spend at least 30% of their time doing wring tasks: planning,
organizing, writing, and revising essays. Most of the business executives considered writing as
the most neglected skill in business. Still, CEOs in many fields including insurance,
manufacturing, banking and technology all said that writing was important for success in their
own and other executive positions. Writing is a form of communication in language, involving
the comprehensive use of other language skills such as listening, speaking and reading. (Wang
Chuming et al., 2000)

However, there are some nervous grumblings about writing. (Beidler, 2003) Someone said that
“I just cannot write. Some people are born knowing how to write, but I was born untalented, I
guess.” Some people consider they do not have a big enough vocabulary well. Even someone think
they just cannot seem to figure out what the teacher wants them to say in these essays. The problem
also comes to writing because people just cannot think of anything to say about any of those topics.

In fact, all these difficulties can attribute to the ignorance of the nature of writing. All
good writing is personal, whether it is an abstract essay or a private letter. (Miller & Judy, 1978)
According to the statistic in classroom, everyone is writing at least once or twice a week in
daily life. Writing is not the task, not the composition, not the product, but one part of the life
and work. Totally, you write in order to record a memory, to discover one, to amuse others, to
move others, to persuade others, to convey information, and to explain something. You will find

it not difficult to write what you want to write, and even you will feel happy while writing.

2. The Form of Writing

Writing can be classified into different types. The frequent forms of writing are essay,
composition, paper, article, and so on. Essay is a piece of writing, usually short literary
composition on one subject, showing the attitude or the opinion of the writer. Composition can
be defined as one of the topic writing task of students in examination, or the art of composing a
musical or literary work. Paper is a formal written work needed to be published, presented, or
read in academic meeting. Article is the piece of complete writing published in a newspaper,

magazine, book, Internet, with copy write of publication.
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