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Before the 2020 Spring Festival, the head of the publicity department
of the County Party Committee required the publication of an album to
promote and recommend Xiao County on the basis of the newly published
book Urban Changes of Xiao County. In today's society, our pace of life
is accelerating and aesthetic needs are constantly improving. Reading
is a complex spiritual meal and comprehensive charging. Due to the
differences in cultural backgrounds, professional characteristics and age
levels, readers’ tastes of reading also differ from each other, some are
keen on “never-ending banquet”, some are fond of “economic fast food”.
How to make them accept and like this book has been sticking in my mind
for a long time, but finally, I accepted this assignment with joy.

In February 2020, when the epidemic affected every corner of the
country, and the Central Committee of the CPC called for combating
COVID-19, my partner and I were just on the “journey” to browse and
collect books and atlases reflecting the history of Xiao County. In the face
of countless materials, I did feel at sea. However, at this moment, we saw
the medial staffs leave their families, their hometowns to the front line-
Wuhan(Hubei Province). Everyday they gave the hope of life to others,
but kept the risk of death to themselves... This situation motivated us
to stay indoors and do our desk work, at least by this way our personal
psychological needs were fulfilled. The publicity department of the

County Party Committee also gave enthusiastic encouragement, which



made us more confident. After “isolating” for more than five months, with
the phased victory of fighting against the epidemic, our album also took
shape.

Urban Changes of Xiao County is mainly edited by me and published
by China Renmin University Press. It records the history of the city,
events and personages over more than 2,700 years. And this album uses
pictures to express the idea, story and beauty of Xiao County in the
process of revival, so that readers can see the reason, feeling and aesthetic
when reading. Reason, namely the reason why Xiao County develops;
feeling refers to the people of Xiao County’s pursuit of civilization and
prosperity, and their wish to construct the hometown; aesthetic refers to
the beauty of landscape gardens, modern architectures, cultural prosperity,
vigorous development, harmonious society, the beauty of the land and
people, etc. One records the urban changes while the other shows the
economic revival; one connects ancient and modern times with urban
changes, and the other connects ancient civilization and contemporary
splendour with great beauty. Therefore, this album is named Splendour
of Xiao County, with the intention of becoming a companion volume
to the former book. It is hoped that this album will not only play a role
in expanding the outward influence of Xiao County, improving its
popularity and reputation, but also have a positive impact on promoting

the ancient and modern civilization of Xiao County. By looking back on



the “footprints” of history and witnessing the great beauty and splendour
of the new era, the people of Xiao County will be more inspired to pursue
their dream of the next “100 years”!

Splendour of Xiao County is divided into four parts. The first is the
Xiao County with Lingering Charm, which describes the establishment,
prosperity and extinction of the state of Xiao. Xiao County is rich in
culture and history, with numerous relics and treasures left from the past.
Along the river, the remains of prehistoric civilization dazzle. Celebrities
in Xiao County are as radiant as flying stars. Since modern times, the
people of Xiao County have passed on their brave and indomitable
revolutionary spirit as well as glorious tradition from generation to
generation. The second is Xiao County’s Revival. After the founding
of the People's Republic of China, Xiao County developed slowly and
tortuously in the 1960s and 1970s. But in the 1980s and 1990s, Xiao
County accelerated its development in the process of reform and opening-
up. After the 18th National Congress of the CPC, Xiao County developed
rapidly in the new era and realized a well-off society in an all-round way.
The third is Xiao County-Land of Fortune. Xiao County now presents
many advantages and highlights, such as convenient transportation,
homeland for starting businesses, elegant civilian residences, special local
products, and tourist attractions. It’s worth calling a “geomantic treasure

land”. Xiao County is appealing people born here to return and opening



arms to people of vision at home and abroad to discuss development plans
together. The last is Splendour of Xiao County. Xiao County is one of the
top 100 counties with investment potential in China, the national garden
county, the hometown of Chinese painting and calligraphy art, and the
national advanced county of sports. Xiao County is a harmonious and
happy home. People of Xiao County never forget their original intention
and mission. They are making the flag of revival fly high!

Splendour of Xiao County is a witness to the revival of Xiao County
and the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The painting Revival
is not only a scenery in this album, but also the Chinese dream of Xiao
County’s people.

History needs to be kept in mind, civilization needs to be inherited,
splendour needs to be eulogized. Let’s record the time and Xiao County
with our ingenuity, so that the rich and beautiful Xiao County will be
more shining in the new era. Now with an anxious heart, we present this

album-Splendour of Xiao County to all of you.

Li Maoxiang

June, 2020
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