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Unit1 The Power of Music

|. Background Information

Music communicates with our hearts and minds; it serves as a powerful connection into our
emotions. Music is versatile, it has the ability to relax or invigorate (##). Music is memorable, it
can transport us in an instant to places we want to be.

Our society today is a visual one that is inevitably influenced by the arts: painting, prints,
photography, movies, television, and literature. Artists have used their medium as a way to
influence people’s opinions throughout history, for both noble and corrupt purposes. In doing so, the
aim of the artist is to convey the facts of an issue and influence people’s opinions to either garner (3
#4) support or disapproval for a particular cause.

In this unit you are going to learn how the artists create their works by taking on real life and

how these works influence people.

Il. Notes

HIR - LR - A7 (F2if . Michael Joseph Jackson, 1958 48 H 29 H—2009 46 H 25 H) ,#%
JHZIN RS 1970 AEAR AR PE 5 A7 SCAsE i e B R BT, IR R R 21 B KW 7 i 2 ok, ROl
A BEEWG SIS 25, 22 BP9 )T R EBUG E S A WL, IR0 & K E T 2057 F 4K 1980 £ 2
1990 4EARTAT SCALIRIE A . 1969 4F , MBI 5w ih 1L AZLAR BA (WIIFR N Jackson 5) F20E B0y il , i
T 1971 450G 7 AEAE R 2009 4F 8 A b /et F A8 T M 10 12K R, Al iy ( BREE)
( Thriller) %2 NJE R LA EERE B A, 2Bk T 1.04 125K (2006 457 ettt A aa st ) , 58
IR - ANTLHMRAT 19 JEAR I 26 JEA IR IR% JHEREA 17 B4l (1245 Jackson 5 W) | B P
WAS B8 DURFPE R AR 4 It DB AR IR A N3 = IR A NZ—, il Thriller (7)¥ SRR B R
R AR NAR MV, 805 A e R & AR B0t TR SR AR 1 2R M B w1
— K7, BRIR - RS SE BEL T BA R AT R S IR A A R B =T R e i A
IR R N BRI N,

(1) Dangerous { fG[5; Z JiK )

1991 4F 11 A 30 H ,E5E/REAT TR (fERZ k) ( Dangerous ) , 15t /K140 FpEHL S RIEME 24
AT TRk 8429 TARITHRMEL . 1ESER: 2R )t F 8 b 08 50 R B AR B7 A 1« 16 A
&AL, (FERZR) T aTE Who Is It, Give In To Me, Gone Too Soon (HAF42I SN2 F HE% -
PRERTAE ) , FB o B8R HL 52 it [2) R 6 ) R Y Will You Be There S5 Pl B - AR, ANad &

1
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T NI AR AT B iy Jam, Remember The Time, Black Or White, In The Closet L)}z Heal The
World
(2) Jackson’s memorial 3 5a /R « 78 FE b IR L2

2009 4EEEmIE 7 A 7 H B4 10 B, A g i i 155 —— In Loving Memory of Michael Jackson
King of Pop 1958-2009" & B ATEW AT & W #r vh 02817, M KA KRB Z A2 LT 2 THAUAS
i, A A 31 12, XGE R SFRE BBV E AL T 28 I i R B A ARG 3
(3) Heal the World Foundation J& Al #3542

AR RES SR BB, B EE T BT AR R A SR - ARFC# I T 1992 48 ZHA N 4
FHRIEF AT [ 4 H il “ Heal The World” | 2 — A8 TP LI AL, WS ZEEHLAA MY B
(R4 ) JLEE SRR 2 24 i 55 A B 3 B LR TE AT I3 BRI E R A L2, N Soafh A B AT DLGE o i A
HeourEatt FILEMEI" . —A 4 ML 2008 47610 F#R JE WM T, 78 b i 22 4028 W) B R IE
TER I AR AR X XA P38 S F R R R A SRR TR .

(4) Giorgio Morandi IG « B2

TRIR « B2 (1890 — 1964) A T E KWK JE W, R A FIE A W IRE K JHiE K, FENZ A
W 2R B, B 2 KA TR i 2 Be AAT SEAR UM, B AU PR . 58 2 gl DR 452 LI SC 20 26 R AR
X IS 2% Tt IR 09 K I PR A TR ZU AR
(5) Giotto di Bondone F+4% - il - FZ 4l

FrAE - - FPEZIN (1267 — 1337) 2 KM 25 G, Boh g 2 8 KA S0 205 X Y TF B2
BB BRI Z A7 . TR ARBIEARSUR T 14 42 B AR 022 4R K, 5K 1 S 5T
ik - ZFET RIF B AR Ay EA A ) o FRAE A0S A B SRR T — Ak Y, T B A i
WEX,

(6) Piero della Francesca JZHBZ - f847 - 35 BIUIH R

FHRZ - FERr - ERIUIHT R (1415 — 1492) R RAI LA AN E LS, 18R KA SCZE 24N
s AR SCEZE D IO R R B A bR R AR, ARSI T 2R LR —S &K
A SR G —— 57 AU SAE SIS, AR R — A2 i 2 A A VR & b #5225 b B ik
AR HY R AR MR (E, EREER E L 5 S UK R 5 A SC B 5 6255 2 0 i R &= i 2w, Al i)
AR A% 38 DA 37 0 T | N ) B R R S W R IR ), X R KR RS AR Y SC 2R 2% 95 R B )
TR——JCHE A ) R A e 07 IR
(7) Auguste Rodin B HikE - 27}

BHTHTRE - B FH(1840 — 1917) 2k ERMESE ARG ABAEAR KRR L b LASCHRN 38 B Al 19 1 ot , - ft
TELAE R OB ) A 72 19 gt A 20 2840 5 R 36 32 SUBESE 2R 5K, % P R Jif 98 s
AL TE AN AT FE R L A7, B PR 8 T A 2 AR D 2 SR RN R B Sy WO 2« =K 3
K7,

The Lonesome Death of Hattie Carroll (W% - KB IRIFEZIL)
Billy Zantzinger J& 3¢ [ 5 B 22 JH & /R TR — B A MR g F, 1963 4F 2 H,24 1Y
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Zantzinger Z/i T M — D ABRIESE S, R8RS b OV B AL - KPR A S B i ) oK
K AWZER T E 51 2 8RB RIEST PR IBATEUE . 7E3Z2 ik BRI, Zantzinger FF% H C 24 I
I T, T HX T2RE R R R RAZZNER . f)5, Zantzinger LI 4 AFIZET 19 9R 2 AUBEA T
6 NHRMEES . XA IR H FITE S 56 AT 1E TR, #%h - et s Bos 17, k—
AR 10 A ABAE S M 17 JGE 19— ZCMIMELE BLAR T —ReR B TR R - REURIESEZIE) . N T
R IR AOFR TR , Moks DX T 48 AR - HeZ54% (William Zanzinger) .

lll. Language Points

I Passage .|

€ Important Words and Expressions ¢
incorporate| m'kOXpSreIt] vt. to include or contain; to have as a component £ 7 ; i
e.g. 1. We shall try to incorporate some of your ideas in our future plan.

2. We will incorporate your suggestion in the new plan.

reluctant| ri'laktont ] adj. unwilling to become involved ; not eager A~/ & ; 55 1Y
e.g. 1. Shops are often reluctant to take back unsatisfactory goods.

2. The workers are reluctant to be ordered around by the employers.

unrest[ An'rest | n. a state of disturbance or turbulent change or development 3% ; 3, ; 3 5h
e.g. 1. The government also fears that persistent price rises could lead to social unrest, as
they have in the past.

2. The main impulse for the unrest came from extremist.

despair| dis'ped] n. the feeling that everything is wrong and nothing will turn out well %3 ;4
PN PN R
e.g. 1. If not for you, I must be shivering in the despair and fear, groaning painfully.

2. The song moved him so much that he struggled in despair to free himself.

associate[ o'soufiert ] vt. to make a logical or causal connection BAH ; B 5
e.g. 1. What do you want people to associate with your song?

2. Many people have forgotten the rituals and only associate Christmas with presents.

significantly [ sig'nifikontli | adp. in an important way or to an important degree & ;45 & K
BEXH
e.g. 1. Even last year the nation’s eating habits changed significantly.

2. Eating a good diet significantly lessens the risk of heart disease.
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guilty |gﬂti] adj. responsible for or chargeable with a bad act 45 3£ ; NIXHY
e.g. 1. He still feels quite guilty when he look back on the past.
2. There is no denying the fact that he is guilty of murder.

mere| mid | adj. It means to emphasize how unimportant or inadequate something is, in
comparison to the general situation you are describing. {XY ) ; ANit
e.g. 1. The President’s visit to the slums was a mere pose.

2. If everything we have is measured by the mere value of dollars and cents, life is not

truly worthwhile.

highlight[ 'hatlart] 2. to move into the foreground to make more visible or prominent or to
emphasize % H} ;5 ; i 3%
e.g. 1. In the job interview, you just highlight only those achievements that make you the best
candidate for the job.
2. One way to do this is to highlight only your key achievements over the years, rather

than all tasks performed by you.

deadlock[ 'dedlpk | n. a situation in which no progress can be made or no advancement is
possible )5 ; ff+F
e.g. 1. We can only make minor concessions, but it might break the deadlock.

2. With all of this information, it should be possible to resolve the deadlock.

intense[ i'tens | adj. in an extreme degree $RFI( ;5[
e.g. 1. 'm not an active exerciser and my muscle may be not strong enough for such an
intense sport.

2. Not all the missions are as intense as these, but some of them really are fantastic.

take on R k48, 28
e.g. 1. He is always ready to take on heavy responsibilities.

2. All things take on a new aspect.

result in S5 5 ZIRE
e.g. 1. Moreover, they demonstrate that research in the visual arts can result in important
findings about the visual system.

2. When you do something with faith, it will result in success.
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at the hands of 7 ------F

e.g. 1. Our people are suffering at the hands of an oppressor.

2. The prisoners got good treatment at the hands of his captors.

4 Explanations of Difficult Sentences ¢

1. Bob Dylan’s work was at the forefront of the civil rights movement, with many songs directly
influenced by current events.

o Gl - AR IR S AL T RAUZ S AT S, H b i/r 2230t 3 B4 32 31 Y I B AR & AR WA 52

o with+# 3+ v.-ed (id%701d)) &G 450 KR 5 H R I & A 0 S SRR —FioIRZS . .
He went home with the work unfinished. {th TAEBREMEEBLEIE T .
The girl stood there with her head bent. I3 AL k7R ,
The negotiation came to an end with nothing settled. RF|ZEH T, v f1A4 [ 25 Y ff ok

2. Many civil rights musical pieces were significantly folk songs, as this genre was intertwined
with this movement.

® V22 BB ARATE i #0028 1) R 0 XU SR, P A BRG k KUAS 5 iX — RSB B A T 43

® as {EX AR E 515 R PR TE AT, 20 o (i 17 3l 8O A2 )5, TR 58 50 I
M, an.
The police warned the public that it would be dangerous to grapple with the wanted man, as he
was armed. 5 Y RN AR SABAEEACHE - AR A, o b RS
He kept silent all the time in the discussion, as he had nothing to say on that subject.
fAETHE P IRAARFE—F AR, RS AR b A A T i A

3. Despite Zantzinger being found guilty for her murder, he was sentenced to a mere 6 months in
county jail for the appalling crime.

o {4 Zantzinger i€ T IEARAR (B AMX FREZ AT H 09 SRATAMUNBAAL T 6 A H BA BATE

* ifi despite+#£41i)+ v.-ing £G4 5| F—DibARENA], B ORE -7
Lucky for me I did well in the finals despite my teacher not appreciating me.
FIZRRERMBIA TR, PR F L h R R AR,
They could finally managed to complete the task, despite the expert being absent.
SR T LR ANTIERVBETE R T X UE S

4. What made his work so much more powerful was that he was a white man delivering a message
about black people’s rights.

XU EE ) NP (ADNS UNGUE= ¢ (b S PN S 8

o iy what 5] 5/ \AJTE £ A 782 3218 BEAH Y T “ the thing(s) that” | W5 = AFRAE 25 F
HVE TSI R R E 2, .

What makes the movie so impressive is the music throughout the movie.
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B IRA G R NI IX AR i ENR IR Z
What we are not sure of makes the situation even more complicated.

T TR A TR G A A A T I e

5.At that time, white people paid much closer attention to the words of a white man than that of a
black man.

o TEARAN I , AATD AN F IS M AR B i X A F IR AL,

o f]rf Y that” 2 QIR FRACAT I 44 7] “the words” G EE , 4N,
My seat was next to that of the mayor.3& [ B 5T 1 BEA BHARE
The potato production this year is inferior to that of last year. 5-4F 1)+ G Az =B F 4F

I Passage =% |

€ Important Words and Expressions ¢
rage[ reid3 ] v. anger and violent behaviour caused by a particular situation ( F XU i3] G+
S5 ) K U AR SE AN HEAT s R
e.g. 1. Keep your temper; don’t rage.

2. The argument rages on.

awful[ '0:fl ] adj. causing fear or dread or terror HJ|fi ) ; RIR (Y
e.g. 1. We're having an awful lot of rain these days.

2. He had an awful ache in the belly.

inspire| mn'spara] ot. to heighten or intensify,or stimulate ¥ % ; %8 ; 3 %
e.g. 1. His spirit will carry on, and it will inspire all of us to achieve more.

2. These are the people whom you hope to inspire with lofty ideals!

declare[ di'klea] vz. to announce publicly or officially & 7 ; 75 B ; i =
e.g. 1.1 declare myself innocent.

2. I now declare this meeting open.

furious| 'fjvorios | adj. showing extreme and violent energy ; extremely angery 52 ; 2! i1
e.g. 1. There is a furious disputation about the issue among the students in class.

2. Now, when she frustrated or furious, she dances, sings and writes poetry and songs.
dedicate[ 'dedikert ] vz. to give entirely to a specific person, activity, or cause; to devote to
ook BOUD T
e.g. 1. She dedicated her book to her parents in token of affection and gratitude.

2. The drawing suggests that people should selflessly dedicate themselves to their
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community as a whole.

awaken| o'werkon ] vt. to cause to become awake or conscious Wi ; i
e.g. 1. Traveling can help you figure out what you want to do with your life; Exposing yourself
to new places, people and cultures can awaken your sense of purpose.

2. We must awaken people to the need to protect our environment.

cheerful[ 't[1ofl | adj. having or showing good spirits; happy, pleased, glad 45y ; Witk ; &5
P4HY
e.g. 1. That would be very cheerful to see our beloved smiling.

2. Parents are always excited to see the cheerful faces of their children at the moment

they open their gifts.

gratitude[ 'grzetitjuid ] n. a feeling of thankfulness and appreciation J&iff = 1% ; i
e.g. 1. No words can fully express my gratitude.

2. Gratitude is double happiness because it blesses both the giver and the receiver.

slight[ slart | adj. very little; having little significance #61 ; BE GG ; B/ INAY
e.g. 1. After all, the sale of the ring was a slight matter.

2. Doctors say he has made a slight improvement.

worsen| 'w3isn] v. to grow worse, to make worse (i) Mfk ; ALFS B IR ; B4
e.g. 1. Climate change will also worsen air pollution.

2. All those things could worsen very significantly, the report says.

amazing| o'meizi) | adj. surprising greatly 4 AT ;4 ABER
e.g. 1. One of the amazing things about life, for me, is that we have a choice in everything
we do.

2. When you take a moment and really go back, it is amazing to think about.

in the distance 7£ iz 4k

e.g. 1. From his window, a church could be seen in the distance.
2. I watched her until she disappeared from sight in the distance.

go through with 5¢ 5%, 5247 ;8- AT RIR

e.g. 1. Roy seems very determined about his plan, but I don’t think he will go through with it.
2. When I turned up for my first bungee jump I was so nervous that I tried to back out,

but my friends persuaded me to go through with it.
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cut off 1]y
e.g. 1. He cut off a small piece of bread and gave it to me.

2. Our water supply has been cut off again.

€ Explanations of Difficult Sentences ¢
1. When Napoleon declared himself emperor, Beethoven was furious and decided not to dedicate
his Third Symphony to this dictator.
* WG R T BEEELAN, N ZIF R AR, REAE H CBNES AR =22 ) BRES X
e declare + sb. + (as) sth. &4 (F) FEA Sy JHorpas iTRIA Y, ghid A g5 # (to do) H i
TEWA RN AEXAT, W We finally got home not to tell our parents why we were so late.

2. Symphony No. 6 was inspired by the beauty Beethoven saw in nature. He would often go on long
walks in the countryside.
o NZIFHBE S H, K ARP LI F AL T T W ZIFRMECEHSIEM AR ) B R,
e “Beethoven saw in nature” J&—/MBR Gl 5 B E 15 N A, &4 R B 7 “ the beauty” , go on+( with) +
ZRiR R ke T AN E—FEE . 1. Pm all right here. Go on with your work.

3. No one before him had ever dared break the rules of composition by adding singers to a
symphony.
o TEMLZ AT , WARA NHIGE T 72320 2R BIAE A BEI A X — AL
o dare — Al /X B HIWEE 3, MIEIEshialiE  , BofA AFREa, 5 S ARBEUS A “s” . 4.
She dare not say what she thinks.
How dare you speak to me like that?
AT UFAE Ky ahia), J5 T B A s 2 o, 4.

He dares to accuse me of dishonesty.

4. He couldn’t hear the church bells ringing in the distance.

o M A RENT B AL ZL A AP

o —BLIRE BhiA], 41l see, hear 5 AT LA R BliA] + 4418 + v-ing” B G450 FR“F R WrE]----- IEFER
2N (I
I heard her crying in her room at that time.

We saw that thief stealing in that shop.

5. How sad and strange that one of the world’s greatest composers could not hear his own music!

o A AR RIPEM KA RREIT R A O B SR 2 4 ] ARFI & PR 15 T

o FLiE I A] I H 2 “how” B “what” 5 H how )5 11 % B IE 2516 , what &5 178 22 4% 1A 5 4%
R4
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How excited that we can have a chance to travel abroad.

What a nice day!

6. He was so angry and sad over his deafness that he thought of killing himself.
o X T HCRREE, AR BUS A I E T AR,
o AhliE“so... that” EEWEEH) T, BR “ M- LT, 40,
This song is so popular with the young people that we can hear them singing all over the country.

The rain was pouring down so hard that many places were flooded.

7. He would learn to cope with his handicap and would go on to write some of the world’s greatest
music.

o fil 2= 25 WX H OB BHRBREG AR SR E R RIS R

egoonto (do) sth.5 go on (with) sth.fFE/RMEEEAZEFH, go on (with) sth. @ k“2:
e ARERAY( TR — R ) 7
We went on with the meal, chatting happily.
They decided to go on a visit to the seaside.

go on to (do) sth. 37" HH (M —MFF)” .
He went on to show us how to do it.

They went on to the next item on the agenda.

IV. Keys, Tapescripts and Text Translations

.| Keys |

@ Lead-in ¢

(1) The song Heal the World is about life issues and world issues. It is telling people what is going
on with the world and how it can be fixed. The message Michael Jackson is sending out with this
song is: If we all do something thoughtful for someone else then the world can be a better place
not only for the person you have helped but yourself as well as our current and future
environment in this world we live in.

(2) Open.

(3) Open.

€ Module 1 Learn to Talk ®

Before You Listen

Open.
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While You Listen
What did Michael Jackson Want to Tell the World?
1. Listen to the short passage about the song Heal the World and choose the best answer to each
question below.
(1)B (2)A (3)C
2. Listen again and discuss the following questions with a partner.
(1)It’s her new favorite song.
(2) It may motivate/inspire them to work harder for those who are in need of help.

(3)To improve the lives of children and teach children how to help others.

How Did Robert Chunn Become a Painter?

1. Listen to the Interview with an American painter — Robert Chunn — and decide whether the
Jollowing statements are True (T) or False (F).
()T (2)T (3)F (4)F (5T

2. Listen again and fill in the blanks with the information you hear.
(1)born to be (2) capture my interest (3) makes them a joy to look at
(4)for the rest of his life. ~ (5)get in the habit of

After You Listen
Open.

€ Module 2 Learn to Read ¢

Passage A Bob Dylan’s Songs and Civil Rights
Before You Read

Open.

While You Read

1. Bob Dylan’s works have many kinds of musical topics and have become the anthems of various
movements.

2. Real life experiences of social events.

3. They reveal the unfair judicial system.

4. It is because his works are in support of the civil rights movement.

After You Read
Open.
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Reading Comprehension

1. Global understanding

(1)A (2)C (3)B

2. Detailed understanding

(DB (2)A (3)C (A (5)B

3. Questions for critical thinking

Open.

Language Practice

L

Read the following definitions and find the words from Passage A which match them.
(1) incorporate (2)decade (3)barmaid (4)genre (5) highlight

Write a sentence by using each of the following words or phrases on the underlined space.
(1) He is staying at the forefront of technological innovation.

(2)He was then depressed and in despair.

(3) Use headings to highlight which questions are answering.

(4)Bean curd is now regarded as a healthful diet.

(5) The cook is noted for his cake.

(6) This will result in schoolchildren working under greater pressure.

Choose the correct word or phrase from the box below to complete each of the following sentences.
Change the form where necessary.

(1)avid (2) pioneer (3)takes on (4) highlighted

(5)resulted in  (6)reluctant (7) significantly

Passage B Social Justice, Nature, and His Symphonies

Reading Comprehension

L

Global understanding

(I)B (2)A (3)A

Detailed understanding

(HF (2)T (3)T (4)T (5)F (6)T (7)T (8)T

Questions for critical reading

(1) His sense of justice and passion for freedom and equality.

(2) The awful war and the final victory inspired Beethoven to create the music.
(3)Because He had a passion for music and strong will to overcome his fate.

(4) His bad temper partly led to his deafness and he became a person not easy to get along with.

11



EARIER I - R HOMHIAS

Language Practice
1. Make sure you know the words below. Match each word with the correct picture.
(1)C (2)B (3)A (4)E (5D (6)F
2. Complete the following sentences by translating into English the Chinese given in the brackets.
(1) dedicate this book to (2)take on real life (3)in part
(4)He went through with the plan (5) Even more amazing is
3. Read the following summary of Passage B and then choose the words below to fill in the blanks.
Change the form where necessary.
(1) raging (2)awful (3) freedom (4) equality (5) dedicate
(6) declaration (7) imagine (8) pastorale (9) movement (10) handicap
4. Translate the following passage into English.

Nie Er wrote a total of 37 pieces in his life, all in the two years before his death. A
significant proportion of these songs reflected working class life and struggles. He often
collaborated with lyricist Tian Han. In the history of modern Chinese music, Nie Er has
undoubtedly taken a special position. It is not only because his “March of the Volunteers” was
later adopted as the present national anthem of the People’s Republic of China, but in his short
life, he created for the people many other songs and instrumental pieces. Some of his works
reflected the sufferings and groaning of the broad mass of the labouring people at that time, and
others were an expression of the patriotism and resistance of the Chinese people in face of the
Japanese aggression. His works, some full of tremendous momentum and imbued with the spirit of
the age, some lyrical, graceful and in a strongly national style, were not only great favourites of
Chinese at home and abroad then, but are also still treasured by the Chinese people today as
precious elements of the Chinese national music. His works have had a uniquely profound

influence on modern Chinese music.

€ Module 5 Culture Salon ¢

3. Work together with your partners to translate the lyrics of the song into English.

In a faraway fairyland,
there is a fairy girl.
Everybody who pass by her tent

will go back and just linger around there.

She gets pink-cheek face
with her smile like a sun
and her eyes are charming

and pretty like a moon shining in the midnight.
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I would give up my property
and go to graze with her,
looking at her face with a smile

and her dress with golden-lace works.

I'd like to become a tiny sheep
running by her side.
Let her always swing whips

flipping tenderly on my body.

| Tapescri pts . ______________________________________________________|

€ Module 1 Learn to Talk ¢
While You Listen
What Did Michael Jackson Want to Tell The World?

“Heal the World” was one of the moving songs that closed Michael Jackson’s memorial service
at the Staples Center in Los Angeles on July 7, 2009. We have been listening to Michael Jackson
music for the last several days and “ Heal the World” is the song that my 7-year-old keeps
requesting. It is her new favorite song.

The song “Heal the World” is a beautiful reminder of the message that people got from Michael
Jackson’s music, his desire to heal the world and make it a better place.

The anthem’s refrain to “Make it a Better Place” could also be seen as motivation for those who
do charity work. Michael Jackson’s friend Deepak Chopra has noted just how much “ Heal the
World” has reached out around the world.

This beautiful message to heal the world and make it a better place “for you and for me and the
entire human race” is the song that Michael Jackson reportedly is the most proud to have created. He
also formed the Heal the World Foundation to improve the lives of children and teach children how to
help others.

Listen to this song of hope and be inspired.

How Did Robert Chunn Become a Painter?
Interviewer ; When did you first realize you are an artist Robert?
Robert Chunn; 1 was in my early twenties when I discovered that I was born to be a painter. The
idea of doing anything else is abhorrent to me.
Interviewer; Could you tell us some more about your work?
Robert Chunn; I mostly paint clutter. I like how objects cluster together on tabletops, in kitchen
drawers, on my printer, etc. | try to take a documentary approach to the subject by

painting things as I find them. Or, sometimes, I'll just pile up a bunch of old tins
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and cigar boxes in a haphazard way until something interesting happens. As for the
objects themselves, I'm more interested in their formal qualities (e.g. color, form,
tone) than their everyday, functional use.

Interviewer What is it that inspires you to paint a particular subject?

Robert Chunn: The subject has to capture my interest somehow; the way the colors and shapes play
off each other, or the patterns of light and shadow. I try to find poetry in banality.

Interviewer What famous artists have influenced you, and how?

Robert Chunn; I like the simplicity of form and color in the works of the Italian Primitives. I like
Morandi for the same reason. You can see the influences of Giotto, Piero della
Francesca, and other early Italians in Morandi’s still lifes. There’s a tender
sensitivity and calm in their works that makes them a joy to look at.

Interviewer: What do you do for fun (besides painting) ?

Robert Chunn: I enjoy drawing people in cafes, drinking lattes, watching old movies, and playing
chess.

Interviewer What is it about still lifes that keeps you painting them?

Robert Chunn; Still lifes are always ready to pose. They don’t talk or get tired or need to eat. They
possess all the qualities of form and color that are needed to keep a painter
occupied for the rest of his life.

Interviewer What advice would you give to an artist just starting out?

Robert Chunn: First, get in the habit of carrying a sketchbook with you wherever you go, and draw
from life as much as possible. Drawing trains the eye to see what is really there and
not just what you think is there. Second, don’t get in a big rush to develop a style.
Play around with different mediums — experiment. Rodin started out as a painter,

and then one day he picked up some clay.
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