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On Cultural Connotations of Color Terms in Chinese and English

According to Geoffrey Leech ( 1981, p. 9), there are seven types of meanings. conceptual
meaning, connotative meaning, social meaning, affective meaning, reflected meaning, collocative
meaning, and thematic meaning. He combined connotative meaning, soclal meaning, affective
meaning, reflected meaning, collocative meaning into associative meaning. So, besides the literal
meaning, colour words have affluent associative meanings. Different nations endow them with
different cultural connotations. The comparative study of the sense of red in both English and Chinese
will be a bridoe for both English and Chinese learners to understand the similarities and disparities;
otherwise, these disparities can cause ambiguity and lead to misunderstanding,

Language has two meanings. One is its conceptual meaning while the other is its associative
meaning. When we use colour terms to describe the colour of a cerlain subject, their conceptual
meaning is applied. When we associate colour terms with abstract concepts, their associative meaning
is applied. Theory of Semantic Feature-cancellation { Wang Yin, 2001, p. 308) makes it possible for
us to use words which are supposed to describe concrete things to express abstract concepts. [ Zhou
Hong, 2004}
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